ED 043 544

AUTHOR
TITLE
TNSTITUTTION

SBONS AGFNTY

PFPORT YO
nyuerAly 1O

Pyp DATT
FONTRACT

NOTE

AWAILARLE ¥YRCM

DPS PPICE
T

PDPS
DESC®TIPTORS

LDPNTIFIZRS

ABSTRANT

DOCUMENT RFSUME
24 S0 090 273

Paez-G0nez, Joadauin

*ducation and National Develovbrent in Colombia.
Stanford Univ., Calif. <tanford Tnternational
Pevelopment Tducatior Center.

ford Toundation, lew Yor%, N.Y.: Office of *ducation
{(dbHuwy, ¥ashington, D.C,

¥SCA=?

RR=£=2507

£0

0TC=U~"=-062507=~1€Fu

19850,

Publications Secretary, SIDFC, Schoo} of Tducation,
P. N. Pox 23209, Sstanford, california “u20*¢

rmpe orice MT-$0,7% I'C~-30,3F

*Conmunity Leaders, *Yeveloping Nations, Fcononmic
Chanage, *¥ducational Attitudes, *vducational
DPeveloprwent, Fducational Research, "ducational
forioloay, *Social Clanae, Soclioecononic ITnfluences
*Colomhia

This siudy is an exvloration of the vatterns of

consensus an? dissensus among *the courtry!s leaders in their

attitudes, ovinions,
econonic chanass throuah aducation.

rorcevtions, and reservations about social and
Tt is a case study of a countrv

vhore the {deas of education ovlayina an important role in

nodernization is only partially accepted,
evaluate the perforrance of the educational svystem as a
7) make 4udgments abou' ediucation -« definitions of

leaders: 1)
change agent,
oprohlexs,

solutions, =standards, values,

Hov do 21F¢ Colomtian

vercevtions, 2 Aefine

1evelopnent -=- inteagrated, pulti-dimenrsional, one=faceted, i)
integrate the educaticnal system into their concepts of national

develovment,
agencies,

and *)
the central agovernment, the Catholic Church, into their
conceots of naticnal development? ¥+ deneral,

intearate other institutiones, such as foreian

thke interviev recults

sugdest that the leaiere were not ahle to intearate the educational
systep into the vrocess of nhational Aeveloprent. 'they chowed only an

incomnplete grase of educational rrocess,

the mnlernization vrocecss,

or the idea of Aevelopment: many of *heir ideas vere conditioned by

their vosition in wociety and spocial areas of inteorest:

ahd, they

vere unable *o0 consider othe. institutions or the goverrsent for

intearate] roles in developnent,

(sur)



EDO 43544

TR 4

ety U T gy

»

EDUCATION AND NATIONAL DEVELOMENT
IN COLOMBIA

N A w & ol

by Joaquin Paoz-Gomez

ESCA.2

N e~
|
|

»
448 2gam

a pabliation of the

N SEANFORD INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FDUCATION CENTER (S”)lf(‘.)

4 SCHOOL OF FDUCATION

SEANEFORD  UNIVERSITY




US DIPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION
AWELFARE

OFFICE OF EOUCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODACED
EXACTLY AS RECE'VED FAOM THE PEASON OR
CAGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT POINTS OF
VIEW OR ~FINIONS STATED DO NOT NECES
BARILY DEPRESENT OFFICIAL DEFICE OF EDU-
CATION POSITION OR POLICY

EDO 43544

EDUCATION AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
IN COLOMBIA

by Joaqui'n Pacz-Gomez

ESCA.2

The research reported herein was performed
pursuant to a coniract titled "The Content and
Instructional Methods of Education for the Economic-
Political-Sccial Development of Nations" (Contract
Number OEC-4-7-062597-1654) with the Office of
Education, U.S, Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare, which supported the pcblicatxon of
this case stuiy.

Contractors undertaking such projects under
Government sponsorship are ancouraged to express
freely their professional judgment in the conduct
of the project. Points of view or opinions stated

do not, therefore, necessarily represent official
Office of Education position or policy.

Stanford Internationa) Development Education Center (SIDEC)
School of Education
Stanford University
Stanford, California, U.S.A.
1969




SIDEC STUDIES ON CONTENT AND METHODS OF EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMLNT

Sub-series on Occupational Education and Training

OET-1. Planning Occupational Education and Training for Development,
by Eugene Staley. 1968.

OET-2. Occupational Education and Training for Development:
An Accourt of the International Workshop Held July 24
through August 5, 1967, at Stenford, California, by
Marian Alexander-Frutschi, Editor. 1968.

OET-3. Issues in Occupational Education and Training: A Case Study
in Jordan, by Najati Al-Bukhari. 1968.

OET-4. Issues in Occupational Education and Training: A Case Study
in Tunisia, by Najati Al-Bukhari. 1968.

OET-5. Education and Training for Industrial Dzvelopment in India,
by B. S. Venkata Rao. 1969,

Sub-series on Education and the Formation of Social and Civic Attitudes

ESCA-1. Attitudes and Behavior of Teachers in Uganda: An Aspect
of the Process of National Development, by David R, Evans,
1969.

ESCA-2, Education and National Development in Colombia, by Joaquin
Paez-Gomez. 1969,

Sub-series on Educition and the Rural-Urban Transformation

ERUT-1. The Provincial School Superintendent in Thailand: A Study
of Role Perceptions and Expectations, by Pinyo Satorn. 1969.

Infornatio: about these publications, including handling and shipping
charges, way be obtained by addressing the Publications Secretary,
SIDEC, School of Education, P.0. Box 2329, Stanford, California,
94305, U.S.A.

- i1 -



FOREWORD

by H. Thomas James

Occasionally a scholar from another country writes so brilliantly
about problems and opportunities in his own nation that ours are illu-
winated. 1t seems to me that Joaqufn Pfez-Gémez has done this in his
examination of education and national development in Colombia. The
influential people he interviewed and the conclusions he drew from their
responses to questions related to the role of education in national de-
velopment roveal a dissatisfaction with the performance of educational
systems that seems very pervasive across national boundaries. The
tendency to think of elementary and secondary education quite separetely
from university education seems also pervasive throughout the past cen-
tury across national boundaries as does the tendency to view elementary
and secondary education as irrelevant to mouernization. Further the
popular expectationt of educational systems and inappropriate responses
of the cducational institutions are similarly peivasive.

This is a remarkably perceptive document and should be useful to
nationals in many countries in thinking through some of the fundamental
problems related to modernization of education and economic development,

Joaqufn Phecz2-G6émez and his wife, Socorro, hold a unique place
in the hearts and minds of the faculty of the School of Education &t
Stanford who worked with them and know them with affection and esteem.
Ne wish them well.



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

It is not possible to express my deep gratitude to the many people
in Colombia and in the United States who have contributed in different
ways to the progress of this effort at different stages of the work:
though they know I am grateful, they probably do not know the extent
to which I feel beholden to them.

My deep thanks go to the team of interviewers, particularly Julio
Ponce de Lebén and Agust{n Lombana, who worked indefatigably during the
data-gathering stage; to Mrs. Clare Galbraith, who prepared the data
for computer-processing; and Dr. Arnold Joyal who rcad and criticized
the manuscript.

I am most grateful to Dean H. Thomas James, Dr. Nathan Maccobdy,
and Dr, Willlam J. Paisley for their helpfulness and patienze. Dr. Paisley
provided invaluable methodological assistance, being unstintingly generous
with his knowledge, tiwne, and effort during the month he spent in bkogot4
helping in the development of the interview schedule and during the year
of data analysis. A special acknowledgment is ¢ .e to Miss Magdalen Rose
Sisneros for her dedication at every stage of th. research process. To
express my gratitude to Ceneroso J. Gil, Jr., whuse contributions to the
analysis of the data wcre such that I consider him to be the brains behind
the study, I merely point to his first rame, "Generosos." I will always
be indehted to him for his invaluable cooperation.

Dr. Robert N. Bus;i has been my guide and teacher and this work is
a testimony to the impact he has had on my professional life. The Ford
Foundation provided the support both for my career in education and for
this work. The U.S. CGffice of Education through its research contract
with SIDEC has made the publication of this possible.

The inspiration for this work--and my life--have been my wife and
daughter. Without Socorro's appreciation, understanding, and assistance,
this work would not have teen possible. And while Ximena, et this point,
may not understend, it is my hope that she will grow up to appreciste
it.

Joaquin Plez-Gémez

December 1968
Stanford University

vi




TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
FOREWORD by H. Thomas James8 + + + + &+ o+ v o v o s o o s s s v
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT . « & + + ¢ o o o & ¢ o 0 & o o ¢ 0 v o 1 o vl
LIST OF TABLES v ¢ & o + v o o o o ¢ o o o o o o 0 s 0 2 o 4 x

Chapter
I [ INTRODUCTION » L} L] L] [} [} L] ] L] L] [ L] L] L} L] L] L] L] L] L] . 1

Statement of the Problem
Purpose of the Study
Significance of the Study

11. COLOMBIA: THE ENVIRONMENT, THE PEOPLE, ITS INSTITUTIONS 5

The Geography and the Economy
The Polity

The Catholie Church

Social Structure

Education

III » MET“OmLmY . L] L] L] L] L] L} L] . L] . . . . ] L] . L] L] . L] 17

The Interview Schedule

Construction of a Bilingval Interview Schedule
"he Choice of the Respondents

Gathering the Data

Coding and Preparation for Analysis

1V, AN APPROACH TOWARD DEVELOPMENT + » « v v 4+ v & ¢ o 4 o 27

Development as a Multidimensional Concept

Economic Definitionst Wealth aa a Societal
Capability

Political Defiritions: Power as a Societal
Capability

Value-Related Definiticns: Solidarity as
a Societal Capability

Development as Character-Building!
Commitments as a Societal Capability

Common Processes: Organizational Growth,
New Roles, and Personality Changes

Society as a System

Development Defined

Roles, Functions, Orientations, and
Standards of Performance

vii




Table of Contents (Continued)

Page
Chapter
V. THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM: STRUCTURE AND PROCESS . . . . 49

Overview

Attitude toward Education

Attitude toward Education: Conditioned on
Perceptions or Position?

Respondents' Views of the Educational System:
One Structure or Divisible?

Respondents' Definitions of the Educational
System: One Procees or Separable

Summary

VI. THE VIEW OF MODZRNIZATION: DEFINITIONS AND POLICY
CHOICES . . L] L] . L] L] . L] . L] . L] L] L] . . [ ] L] - L] ] 81

Overview

Fatterns of Cholce: Sets of Programs

lFatterns of Choice: Specific Programs

Definitions of Development

Relatfonships between Program Choices
and Definitions of Development

Surmary

VII. THE EDUCATIOKAL SYSTEM AND THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS!:
FIT OR LACK OF FIT? « v v v v v ¢ ¢ 0 o ¢ o o 4 & 9?

Overview

Relatfonship betwean Definitions of Development
and Opinions about Education

Relationships between Progrums Chosen and Opiniona
about Education

Opinfons about Who Shculd Be Involved in Educational
Planning

Sumary

VIIl. THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND THE
POREIGN AGENCIES: THEIR ROLES IN DEVELOPMENT . , . 115

Overview

The Problem of the Unspecific Answer

Sectors of Activity Assigned the Central Government
Sectors of Activity Assigned the Foreign Agencies
Sectors of Activity Assigned to the Church
Relationships among tha Varfous Role Astignments
Surmary

viii




Table of Contents (Continued)

Chapter

IX. EDUCATORS, ECONOMIC INFLUENTIALS, AND POLITICAL
INFLUENTIALS: HOW THEY VIEW EDUCATION AND
DEV EKIOP}{ENT 1] [ ] 1] 1] L] L] 1] 1] 1] L] L] L] L] 1] L] L] 1]

Overview

Opinions Regarding Education

Opinions on Development

Pelationships between Opinions on Development
and on Education

Summary

X. SUMMARY: THE NEED FOR A BASIS OF DIALOGUE . .
BI BLI%RAP}{Y 1] 1] L] [ ] [ ] 1] [ ] 1] L [ ] . [ ] L] L] 1] 1] [ ] L] 1] 1] L[]

APPENDIX
I. INTERVIEW SCHEDULE . « « « ¢« o+ ¢ ¢ ¢ o v o o o

III CODING sc“ms [] 1] L] L] L] L] 1] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L]

11T, LIST OF INTERVIEWEES .+ + « + ¢« v o ¢ ¢ 4« o v

ix

Page

131

143
47

155
163
173



Table

1.

3.

4,
5,

6.
7.
8.
9.

10,

11.

12,

LIST OF TABLES

Page

Attitude toward Education (Percentage Distribution
by Sector of Influence, Profession, National
Origin, Age, Family, Background, Place of
Residence, Training, Knowledge, and Attitude) . . . . 51

Approaches to Problems in Elementary and Secondary
Education T R T R T T T T T T S S S T S 53

Attitude toward Education (Percentage Distribution
by Approaches to Problems in Elementary and
Secondary Education) .« + + ¢ ¢ ¢ v 0 e 00 e 54

Apprcaches to Problems in University Education . . . . 56

Attitude toward Education (Percentage Distribution
by Nature of Criticism of University Education and
Nature Of Changes Proposed) ¢ ¢ s b 3 8 & ¥ ¥ % w v » 57

Roles that Education Should Prepare People for . . . . 59
Role of Education: Inculcating Attitudes . . . . . . . 60
Function o€ Education . + + » + T R N R ) 61

Attitude toward Education (Percentage Distrilution
by Roles for Which Education Should Prepare People,
by Orientations It Should Inculcate, and Function of
Bducation). T T T TP T S S TSN SN S S S S SR S S S 62

Att{tuce toward Edvcation (Percentage Distridution
by Proposal that Education Should Inculcate Social
Concern, with Position as Educator or Non-Educator
CO“trOlled) L T T S S I N T T T R S S B R S N R T 63

Approaches to Problems in Elementary and Secondary
Education (Percentage Distribution by Roles for
Which Education Should Prepare People, Orientations
It Should Inculcate, and Functions of Education) . . 65

Approaches to Problems in University Education
(Percentage Distribution by Roles for Which
Education Should Prepare People, Orientaticns It
Should Inculcate, and Functions of Education) . . . . 66



List of Tables (Continued)

Table Page

13, Approaches to Problems in University Education
(Percentage Distribution by Roles for Which
Education Should Prepare People, with Positicn
as Educator or Non-Educator and Training in
Educatica or Not in Education Controlled) . . . . . . . 67

14, Approaches to Prohlems in University Education
{(Percentage Distribution by Orientations
Education Should Inculcate and Functions of
Education, with Position as Educator or
Non-Educator and Training in Education or
Not in Education Controlled) . ¢« + ¢ « « o o ¢ o o o« & 68

15, Approaches to Problems in University Education:
Mature of Changes Proposed (Percentage Distribution
by Nature of Criticism) . . « « & + v ¢ « ¢« v o . ¢ o & 71

16. Approaches to Problems in University Education:
Education: Nature of Changes Proposed (Porcentage
Distribution by Nature of Criticism, with Position
as Educator or Non-Educator and Training in
Education or Not in Education Controlled) . . . . . . . 72

17. Approaches to Problems in Elementary and Secondary
Education (Percentage Distributions One by the
Other) L] . . . L] L] . . L] L] L] . L] L] L] L L] . L] L] L] [ ] L] L] 73

18. Approaches to Problems in Elenentary and Secondary
Education (Percentage Distcibution One by the Other,
with Position as Educator or Non-Educator and Training
in Education or Not in Education Controlled) . . . . . 75

19, Orientations chat Edui:ation Should Inculcate
(Percentage Distribution by Toles for Which Education
Should Prepare People) . . + 4 o o o o 4 o o o o 4 s o 77

20. Orientations that Education Should Inculcate
(Percentage Distribution by Roles for Which Education
Should Prepare People, with Position as Educator or
Non-Educator and Training in Education or Not in
Education Controlled) . . . + &« & « o o o o o s o o o o 78

xi




List of Tables (Continued)

Table Page

21. Number of Economic and Educational Programs
Rec omended . . [ . [ L2 L] . L] . . L] L] . . L] L] L] [ L] L] 84

22. Number of Instrumental and Value-Expressive

Programs Recommended . . + + + « o o o o + o o o« o 85
23, Recommended Programs . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ o s 0 s 0.0 .0 86
24, Definitions of Development . . o « ¢ o o o s & o o o & 89
25, Individual Programs Recommended . . « &« « o« o « o « & & 91

26. Number of Economic and Educational Programs
Recommended (Percentage Distribution by Definitions
of Development) . « « « « o o o o o ¢ o o o o o o ¢ 4 93

27. Number of Instrumental and Value-Expressive Programs
Recommended (Percentage Dintribution by Definitions

of Development) « + « & o ¢ « o o o o o o ¢ o o o o 4 94
28, Roles for Which Education Should Prepare Feople . . . . 99
29. Orientations Education Should Inculcate . . « &« « & o o 101
30. Functions of Education . . « + ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ 4 ¢ o ¢ 102
31. Comments on University Education ; ¢ e e e e e e e 104

32. Numher of Economic and Educational Prcgrams
Recommended (Percentage Distributior. by Roles for
Which Education Should Prepare People) . . . . . . . 106

33, Number of Instrumental and Value-Expressive Programs
Recommended (Percentage Distribution by Roles) . . . 107

34. 1Individual Programs Recommended (Percentage

Distribution by Roles for Which Education Should

Prepare People with Position as Educator or

Non-Educator awid Training in Education or Not

in Education Controlled) . . +« ¢ « o ¢ o o o o « o & 108
35, Sectors To Be Consulted in Educational Planning . . . ., 111

36. Role of the C:ntral GOVErnment .« « « o « o o o o « o & 118

xii




List ¢f Tables (Continued)

Table Page
37. Role of the ¥oreign Agencies . « « + + v v + s &+ o & o & 119
38, Role of the Central Government

(Percentage Distribution by Sector of Influence) . . . 121
39. Role of Foreign Agencies (Percentage Distribution

by Sector of Influence) . . « + v 4 v o v o & o & & 123
40. PReservations on the Activiiies of Foreign Agencies . . . 125
41. Role of the Catholic Church ., . . v ¢« v ¢ v ¢« v « o+ o & 127

42. Role nf the Catholic Church (Percentage Distribution
by Roles of the Central Govermment and of the Foreign

Agencies) L] L] . L] . L] L] L] . . . + . * L] . . . L] L] L] . 129
43, Comments on Education . . « « v v v o v ¢ o s o s & » & 134
44, Comments on Development . « « « o+ & & o o 4 o s ¢ o s & 138

xiii




CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problen

The present decade has been characterized by an increasing
appreciation by scientists and policy makers of the role of education
in modernization. 7This appreciation is reflected in the shift in the
definition of education from a consumer expenditure to an investment
in human resources.

According to Theodore Schultz [1956 and 1960], the rate of
return on capital invested in improving the human factor is probably
much greater than that used to increase the stock of reproducible
goods. Education is considered a prerequisite for social and economic
development [Harbison and Myers 1964:181].

However, most efforts at mocdernizing education have been char-
acterized by complaints on the one hand that not enough support --
material or otherwise -- has been allocated to this end [Galbraith
1961:44; Svennilson 1962] and by complaints on the other hand that such
support as has been made available has been used inefficiently or inef-
fectively [Harbison 1964:218; Gideonse 1966:185; Illich 1968:57],

Such disagreements may revolve around: (1) the definition of
the situation, (2) the specification of ends, i.e., what constitutes
mndernization, (3) the choice and definition of means, e.g., industrial-
izatiocn, land reform, political reform, educational reform; the priority
of one over the other, how they relate to one another functionally, and
{4) definition of the norms whereby means ar< judged efficient and
effective,

This pattern of agreement and disagreement may prove to be a
constraint on developmental efforts to the extent that the resolution
of disagreements involves compromises on plans and priorities, and the
dispersion of scarce resources. The efficient allocation of scarce
resources depends less on the existence of consensus from the start
and more on the presence of a commonly held set of premises such that
people of different backgrounds with varying amounts and types of in-
formation, if given the facts, can arrive at policy decisions based on
a realistic appraisal of the situation, a rigorous definiticn of prob-
lems, and a choice of means that mezt these probiems efficiently and




effectively. This presupposes an open-mindedness that seeks the facts
and constantly reviews policies, perceptions, and judgments in the

light of incoming information. This open-mindedness is necessary in
educational planning, particularly in a situation where the parts of

the educational system are poorly integrated with one another and the
system itself is poorly articulated with the rest of society (and per-
haps too poorly endowed to do very much better in the short run}. This
open-mindedness becomes even more necessary since the task of educational
planning calls for far more than the quantification of students, teachers,
and student-teacher-ratios per target year; it must include a redefini-
tion of the qualifications of trained manpower and broad plans for bring-
ing about these changes and may often involve total reform of the educa-
tional system,

Purpose of the Study

This study is an exploration of the patterns of consensus and
dissensus among participants in the public dialogue on the role of edu-
cation in modernization, i.e., the attitudes, opinions, perceptions,
and reservations of a country's leaders (policy-molders and ratifiers)
about social and economic changes through education.

This is a case study of Colombia, where the idea of education
playing an important role in modernization seems to be only partially
accepted, partly because the idea is new, partly because the roles of
other institutions such as the government znd the church in the modern-
ization process have not been fully defined.

The present research seeks to answer -- to one extent or another

-- the following questions:

(1) How do the Colombian leaders evaluate the performance of
the educational system in the modernization process?

The respondents will te described according to their judgments
as to: (a) whether education is a force for change; (b) whether change
in education is proceeding as fast as change in Colombia in general;
and {c) whether education is an asset to society. The distribution of
these judgments will be described according to the respondents' posi-
tions, e.g., sector of influence; personal attributes, e.g., age, family
background; and knowledge and attitudes with respect to recent develop-
ments in the economy, government, and education.




(2) What are the perceptions on which these judgments about
education were based?

The respondents' (a) definition of the problems, (b) suggested
solutions, and (c) standards they use for proposing the problems and/or
solutions on the elementary and secondary and on the university levels
will be dsscribed as well as the relationships among these values and
perceptions. The standards applied include the respondents' definitions
of the roies education should prepare people for, the orientations they
feel education should inculcate, and their definition of education as
having primarily a formative or informative funciion.

(3) How do the Colombian leaders define development?

The respondents will be classified as to: (a) whether they see
development as an integrzted, multi-dimensional process, or whether they
see only one or the other facet of it; (b) whether they emphasize the
economic, political, integration, or pattern-maintenance facets of
development; (c) which developmental programs they feel should be em-
phasized in a national plan for Colombian development; and {d) what are
the relationships between (b) and (c).

(4) How well are Colombian leaders able to integrate the
educational system into their concepts of national development?

The relationships between the respondents' attitudes toward
education, the percepticns and standards on which they are based on the
one hand and their definitions of development and the types of programs
they propose will be traced.

.(5) How well are Colombian leaders able to integrate other
institutions, such as foreign agencies, the Colombian central govern-
ment, and the Catholic Church, into their concepts of national

development?

The relationship between the respondents' definitions of
development and their assignment of economic, political, educational,
or welfare roles to foreign agencies, the central government, and the
Church on the one hand and their definitions of development on the
other, will be discussed,




Significance of the Study

From a theoretical viewpoint, this study will provide clues to
guide future studies on the public dialogue on modernizatioa -- con-
sensus and dissensus on the definition of the situation, of znds, of
means, and the norms by which ends and means are evaluated in other
countries.

From a policy viewpoint, this study hopefully will provide
Colombian leaders with some basis for assessing (1) the probable suc-
cess of various educational reforms now being iintreduced in Colombia,
(2) the degree of acceptance which such measures have and will have as
determined by the participants in the public dialogue, (3) the common
criteria concerning the pressing educational needs of the country as
well as the priorities already established and any resulting ones,

(4) the probable active participation of those sectors seemingly un-
related to the educational endeavors of the country, (5) the role of
each of these sectors as they work toward a common goal, (6) the
possibility of introducing other programs with far-reaching results,

and in general, education's total contribution to Colombian development.




CHAPTER I1I
COLOMBIA: THE ENVIRONMENT, THE PEOPLE, ITS INSTITUTIONS

The Geography and the Economy

Colombia, with an area of 1,138,338 square kilometers (459,516
square miles} is located in the far northwest of South America. Most
of its 17.5 million people live in the western two-fifths of the coun-
try, in the Andean mountain and valley regions where the population
density ranges from 219 per square kilometer in the department of
Atlantico to 16 in the department of Boyaca. Less than two per cent
of the people live in the remaining three-fifths of the country, which
is predominantly pasture land and jungle. Here, the population dens-
ity decreases to .11 per square kilometer in the Comisarfa del Amazonas
and to .10 in the Comisaria del Vichada [Dane 1966c:11-127.

S§ix rather well defined socioeconomic regions are significant
in terms of population and resources, each with a major urban center.
The regions are: (1) Cundinamarca, Tolima, and Boyaca (with Bogoté as
the center), (2) the department of Ant10qu1a (Medellin), (3) Valle del
Cauca (Cali), (4) Atlantic co9sta1 region (Barranquilla), (5) the
departments of Caldas, Qu1nd10 and Risaralda (Manizales), and (6) the
Santanderes (Bacaramanga) Bogota is economically and demographically
less important in relation to the rest of the country,lthan are other
capital cities in most other Latin American countries.

With a birth rate of 3.2 per cent a year, the Colombian popula-
tion now doubles every 22 years [DANE 1966a:13], which holds down sub-
stantial increases in the per capita standard of living. The population
remains a young one, with 43 per cent of Colombians under the economic-
ally active age of 15 [DANE 1965:6].

For many reasons, such as acceleration of industrialization,
increase of commerce, increase of governmental programs, spread of

1Perﬁ, for example, with a population of around three-fourths
that of Colombia, has a capital of approximateiy the same number of
inhabitants and only three cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants,
one of which, Callao, could properly be considered a part of Lima.
Colombia, on the other hand, has, besides Bogota, two other cities
with much more than one- half mi111on inhabitants (Medellin and Cali),



modern communications, modernization of agricultural techniques, and
displacement into the cities of farmers escaping the ''violencia,"
Colombia has changed from a rural to a quasi-urban country [Lannoy and
Perez 1961:87- 89] .2

The agricultural sector has been described by Father Gustavo
Jiménez, S.J., who pointed out that satisfactory levels of efficiency
through the use of certain advanced techniques have been achieved bhut
only by the rich landowners. The predominant characteristics of agri-
culture in Colombia are inefficiency, uneconomic use of the land, and
the low standard of living of the small proprietor and of the laborer.
The small land owners who grow coffee generally enjoy some economic
security and, in a few regions, have become a middle class with a
standard of living supericr to that of the average Colombian farmer.
Elsewhere, however, the agricultural techniques date back to the early
or precolonial era.

Ignorance, lack of credit, lack of access to the market. and
lack of organization aggravate the problems of the small farmer who
rarely is in a position to take advantage of technical assistance, and
in general, agricultural programs sponsored by governmental agencies
{Jimenez Cadena 1867:69-71].

-

one other city (Barranquilla) with the population of one-half million,
three with more than 200,000, and nine cities with more than 100,000
iphabitants.

Cities and respective population include:

Bogota D.E. 1,697,311 Clicuta 175,336
Medellin 772,887 Ibagué 163,661
Cali 637,929 Armenia 137,222
Barranquilla 498,301 Monteria 126,329
Cartagena 242,085 Ciénaga 113,143
Bacaramanga 229,748 Pasto 112,876
Manizales 221,916 Palmira 104,889
Pereira 188,365 Santa Marta 104,471

(Data based on 1964 Census.)

2Accord1ng to the data of the 13th Census, 53.4% of the
Colombian population live in nuclei having a population of 1,500 or
more inhabitants [DANE 1966b:5]. Using cities of more than 2v,000
as the definition of urban, the Economic Commission for Latin Amer1ca
estimated that 26.8% of C olomb1ans were urbanized in 1955 and that
almost 36.5% would be so by 1965 [Consejo Nacional de Politica
Economica y Planeacién 1961-62:Parte I, 256],




The most obvious single difficulty that Colombia faces is its
great dependence on coffee exports for the foreign exchange it requires
for development,

Over the past ten years, the country has made great strides
toward self-sufficiency in consumer goods. The textile industry is of
particular importance in Colombia.3 In the basic industries, signifi-
cant advances have been made in petrochemistry, particularly in the
field of fertilizers and other ammonia-based entarprises. The coun-
try's lone steel mill has played an increasingly important role in
supplying the needs of the light industries which are developing at a
fast rate. In spite of the substantial rate of growth, however,
poverty and uneiployment are still widespread.

The Polity

Colombis is a centralized republic divided administratively
in departments, intendencias, and comisarfas (territories). The pat-
tern of centralization -- and the paternalistic manner in which power
is exercised -- date back to the institutions established during the
colonial era. The President has great authority under the constitution.
He has the authority to appoint and dismiss the -abinet members, ambas-
sadors, governors of the departments, as well as the directors of the
Decentralized Institutes. By the same token, the governors have the
power to appoint and dismiss the mayors. Even though the Departmental
Assemblies are elective, their powers are primarily administrative, and
the governor has the right of absolute veto over their actions [Art.
194 of the Constitution]. Under the constitution, the President also
is the highest official and director of education, and commander-in-
chief of the armed forces. Moreover, he very often must mediate national
or local disputes, e.g., students', teaciiers', or bank clerks' strikes.
To maintain public order, the President can rule through decree and
suspend any legislation incompatible with the state of siege [Art. 121
of the Constitution].

The National Congress has been accused from time to time of
immobility, dilatory actions, absenteeism, and negativism. Since

3"l'he textile industry, together with the garment industry,
accounts for 26.6% of the personnel dedicated to the national manufac-
turing industry [DANE 1966c:42].

4The gross national product per capita stands at a low U.S.
$263 [Russett and Alker, Jr., Deutsch, Lasswell 1964].




residence in a region is rot a qualification for representing it in
Congress, party tickets are packed with national figures who are
thought to be sure winners. Each such '"sure' winner is paired with a
lesser-known, even unknown, figure designated as his alternate, who
rides on the former's coattails. If elected, the nationally-known
personality -- who never intended to serve in the first place -- yields
his seat to the alternate. Congressmen are responsible primarily to
the political directorates instead of to their electorate. Popular
participation in the electoral process and in the mrking of decisions
seems meaningless and the relationship of the electroate toward those
elected often becomes one of submissive dependency, seeking favors and
paternalistic protection.

The powers of the executive notwithstanding, the government has
found it difficult to enforce the laws. Insecurity still reigns in cer-
tain public sectors; burglary and robbery, smuggling and tax evasion
are common.

Public services are still rather deficient, and even more so in
the area of education. National planning is resisted on the individual
and regional levels. The social and economic programs sponsored by the
National Transformation Front have not yet substantially involved the
peasant or the worker. The general public, due, in part, to ignorance,
deficient communications, political weaknesses, economic conditions,
and social attitudes, has little knowledge of national problems and
less interest in aational well-being. The government is a remote entity
which imposes obl .gations and limitations but does not inspire strong
loyalty. Though the great efforts of Dr. Carlos Lleras Restrepo's
administration have won a high degree of general confidence, this von-
fidence appears to be more personal than institutional. The Colombian,
in general, faces too many of his own problems to identify his personal
well-being with that of the nation, or to consider among his responsi-
bilities active participation in national development.

The two-party system dates back about as far as the nation of
Colombia itself. The Colombian political parties are "polyclass" fac-
tions dividing society vertically. Factional sentiments are more power-
ful than convictions derived from careful study of party ideologies.
Intolerance has characterized factional rivalry, especially in the
towns and in the "veredas."S People who decide their votes on the basis

5The 'vereda' is not an administrative subdivision. Tradi-
tionally, the rural areas have been divided into sections consisting
of a certain number of individuals who inhabit a particular area. Al-
though the limits have not been officially stated, every peasant is
very well acquainted with the boundary lines of hxs vereda. Within
the territory which comprises each municipio are 1nc1uded several
veredas [Fals Borda 1957:183ff.].




of personal or philosophical agreement with party platforms are few and
far between. Factional identification is often more important than
programs,

The assassination of the popular Liberal leader, Jorge Eliecer
Gaitén, on April 9, 1948, triggered what is known as "la era de la
violencia'" [the era of violence], a long period of civil disorder during
which armed bands -- which were as likely to turn upon each other --
terrorized the countryside. The violence, shorn of the ideological
basis of the struggle, then went out of control. This situation was
further aggravated by the upsurge of brigandage and banditry, which Le-
came "easy" and, in certain places, the only occupation for both the
opportunistic and th: dispossessed.

The military government, headed by General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla,
which came into power with the coup of June 13, 1953, partially suc-
ceeded in putting a stop to the conflict. A few guerilla bands still
operate today in a few isolated areas.

The National Front developed from the coalition of the two
parties to overthrow the military dictatorship and to establish a period
of '"'political convalescence' during which the belligerents were to be
educated in the arts of political compromise and the acceptance of the
legitimacy of opposition [Porque y Como 1959]. The truce, ratified by
the 1957 plebiscite, called for pres1dent1a1 alternation between ine two
parties during a period of twelve years,’ parity of representation in
all the branches of government, and the requ.rement of a two-thirds vote
for approval of decisions made by public corporations. The National
Front, in its short life, has encountered many problems. The major
difficulty appears to be intra-party factionalism which has greatly
hindered governmental action on social reform, economic development,
and wider popular involvement.

Since the fall of the Rojas Pinilla dictatorship, the armed
forces have been, through their pacifying task, regaining the country's
confidence. The army has started to create a new image -- by quelling
violence not only by direct military action but also through its vcivic-
action programs aimmed at ameliorating the social conditions that are
the root cause of violence. By drafting people in the rural areas ror

6For more information on "la era de la violencia," see:
[Guzman, Fals Borda y Luna 1962; Gonzalez S.J. 1962; Franco Isaca 1955;
Williamson 1965; Hobsbawn 1963; Guillén Mart1nez 1963]

7On September 15, 1959, Congress approved the constitutional
reform vhich extended the period of alternation and parity until 1974,



two-year periods and, in effect, giving them the only educeiional op-
portunities that these draftees would have after dropping out of grade
school, the army has within its grasp a great opportunity for develop-
ing a cadre of trained, active, and confident change agents to work
within the rural setting. In many cases, unfortunately, the military
experience does not prepare the draftees to assume a very significant
role either in the rural areas ox in the cities. Nevertheless, there
are signs of a growing tendency in the army to consider itself as a
disinterested promoter of national change [Ruiz Novoa 1965:94-95}.

The Catholic Church

The Catholic Church remains one of the basic institutions for
Colembian society, though it was a devisive factor during the years
when anti-clericalism was a major policy of the Liberal Party. The
Church's partisan identification is diminishing., This is due partly
to the disappointment of some Conservative leaders in the Church ac-
ceptance of the coup d'etat and the diminishing anti-clericalism of
the Liberals. Moreover, both Liberals and Conservatives are anxious
to maintain religious peace. With the passing of time, the Church
seams to be drawing away from the political arena more and more and
assuming a vole of peacemaker and political mediator. At the same
time, it is beginning to focus its action on social refom,

Most observers agree that the Church's key advantage lies in
its influence in the rural areas where the parish priest is likely to
be the most educated and respccted person and thus can act as a medi-
ator between the village and the outside world. As such, the priest
acts as a ratifier as well as an integrator of innovations within the
locsl community.

Though many priests are interested in social action, their ef-

forts are often characterized by the following: (1) paternalism or
authoritarianism, (2) inattention to long-range sclutions, (3) more

8 he soclal conservatism of the Church is explained hypotheti-
cally Ly Father Jimencz as based on the relative well-being of the
Church, the high degree of prestige which the clergy enjoys, the
privileges provided by the constitution and the concordat, plus other
special concessions. All these have “ended to create a feeling of
security and satisfaction which in turn reinforces this conservatism.
Also, due to the fact that the Church has enjoyed so many previous
successes within the system there seems to be no real need to intro-
duce any structural changes in the sociopolitical order {Jiméne:
Cadena 1967:94],
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emphasis given to certain economic progress of the peasant within the
present socioeconomic and political structure than to changes of the
structure itself, and (4) a strong streak of parochialism® in the defi-
nition of community problems [Jiménez Cadena 2537:274-75|.

The Church has the potential to channel the forces for social
transformation in such a way that an evolution rather than a revolution
takes place. The danger lies with those clergy who, satisfied with the
relative success of the Church within the present system, could, thrcugh
their influence, oppose certain cnanges in the political and socio-
economic structure, changes which are consistent with the social doc-
trine of the Church itself.

Socjal Structure

The two social classes have traditionally been recognized: the
"have's' and the "have-not's." For the former, the technical term
"oligarchy" -- without the pejorative connotation -- may be applied in
the sense that this small minority is a self-perpetuating one in control
of the puwers 8nd resources of the society, without any 1eal accounta-
bility to it.1¥ Nonetheless, political competition is not excluded.
Describing the role of this minority as a rule by a modernizing elite,
Dix has characterized Colombian modernization as a limited one, under-
taken to transform the nation by an elite substantially traditional in
origin, such that the ruling class is enabled to retain for itself the
essential levers of power. Dix sees this process, which started in 1934
with the "Revolucién en Marcha" of Alfonso Lopez Pumarejo, as the single
Latin American case of defensive modernization.

There is a shift from the aristocracy based on family name to
one based on rmoney, and the growing influence of a new group of ''tech-
nocrats" -- men whose principal claim to recognition is their technical
or administrative skill -- is being felt. Though memberchip in the
oligarchy is still a virtual sine qua non for achieving a major politi-
cal role, there are a growing number of Instances where ascribed status
has to vield to achieved status. Mobility, both into and out of the
ruling class, has been knewn t take place.

glhe priest does not relate community problems to the national
ones nor does he take intc account their historical and cultural roots.
He is not aware that many basic solutions have to be implemented on a
regional or national basis and depend on decisions made at the appro-
priate supra-community levels.

10
followed.

In this section, ideas presented by Dix {1967:42-73] are



1t cannot be said, of course, that the 'have-not'!s" are just a
mass of poverty-stricken individuals. There is a portion of the popu-
lation without the qualifications to be part of the ruling class which
differs significantly from the masses. Occupation would seem to be the
differentiating factor: professionals, clergymen, white collar employees,
government bureaucrats and clerks, technicians, sales and managerial per-
sonnel of private firms, businessmen and some farmers (especially in
Antioquia and the territory of the old Department of Caldas) would
fall into this category.

This sector of society has always existed, but merely as an
appendage of the upper class. The middle sectors of Colombian society
for the most part lack a sense of identity and a sense of pride in their
own status; rather, their burning ambition has been to become part of
the upper class, to share their style of life, and to enjoy the same
privileges of leisure, ascribed status, inherited wealth, and power.

Thus, though the middle sectors may exhibit behavior which
springs from a stress on t:hievement, competence, risk-taking and other
"middle-class" values, they are more or less apologetic #bLout it, de-
fining these traits, their behavior, and their way of 1ife as not really
being the ideal state of effairs but merely part of the unpleasant things
they must do in order to move to the ruling class. The Colombian middle
sectors do not quite realize the impeitance of the niddle class' politi-
cal participation as a class "in and for itself' in the development of
the plans for economic and social change nor do they have an apprecia-
tion of the impact that their middle-class roles and values could have
on national development.

With theis high levels of acpirations and their relatively low
salaries, their lot is a difficult one. To them, the most important
thing, next to their status and that of their children, is to assert
and maint~in their difference from the lower classes. Thus, education
(and, to a certain degree, housing), which differentiates the man of
the middle sectors from his lower-class cousin, becomes of supreme im-
portance. Parents invest a considerable aacunt of their income in
education; not only universit; education (which is beyond the income
of many) and secondary education but elementary education, since the
government has not been able to provide the manpower, funds, and facil-
fties to comply with the constitutional provision of free and compulsory
instruction. High rents constitute another major strain on middle-
class salari.s.

Dix beifeves that the elite still has the opportunity to grant
the middle sectors a large share of political leadership, with little
likelihood of endangering its position. Such co-optation is facilitated
by the middle sectors' greater concern for an extension of oppertunity
than for equality which would narrow the gap between them and the lower
classes.




The so-called ''clases populares' constitute a majority of the
population which hitherto has been characterized by a servile and de-
pendent attitude toward the upper classes, This is changing signifi-
cantly,ll

A new type of peasantry, a new type of city-dweller, and a new
type of worker have developed: people who have begun to discover the
power of belligerence in a country which has denied them participation
and i{s only now beginning to take into account {and this, with a great
deal of hesitation) those socioeconomic issues vital to them. There
is a sense of frustration that could be channeled constructively into
a "big push" to overthrow the system.

The rule of the elite, according to Dix [1967:413] has so far
failed to cope, and may in the future well be unable to cope with the
deeper social and political implications of modernization. In parti-
cular, the system has falled to solve the "crisis of participation,"1
other than at the formal level of voting (and even so, with some quali-
fications). The traditional parties have falled to adjust their own
intemal structures and pattems of recruitment to a politics where
socioeconomic issues are central, where local and national issues are
optimally 'blended," and where the lower and middle classes are at
least potentially participant. The institutional channels through
which the interests of the non-e)ite groups may be articulated and
aggregated have remained underdeveloped as have the institutional
channels ‘hrough which the political system might respond to these
demands. Lack of change within the traditional political structure has
led to a situation where thz political system's extractive, allocative,
segulative, symbolic, and responsive capabilities are proving to be
more and more inadequate. The 'crisis of participation™ has its roots

11For more information on the subject see: [Fals Borda 1956,
1959, 1960; Jimenez Cadena 1967; Pérez Ramfrez 1959; Havens and
Romieux 1966; Parra Sandoval 1966].

12The participation crisis occurs when there is uncertainty over
the appropriate rate of popular political participation. This takes
place when greater numbers of people who hitherto had not thought it
right to try to influence government decisions, now: (uink they have the
right to do so and demand that their interests be taken into account.
The influx of new participants creates serious strains on the existing
institutions. As new segments of the population are Lrought into the
~olitical process, new interests aid new issues begin to arise so that
the continuity of the old polity is “roken and there is the need to
reestablish the entire structure of political relations [Pye 1966:65).
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in the “erisis of penetration":13 there are many Colombians today
with the ability, willingness, and desire to participate in the politi-
cal system but the existing political structure gives most of them
neither a role nor the opportunity to develop one.

Without the development of more effective institutional links
between the elite and the masses and the involvement of a broader seg-
ment of the population in the costs, decisions, and rewards of develop-
ment, the best intentions and the best lcadership skills of a modern-
izing elite might well prove unequai to the tasks of change.

Education

Education in Colombia marks the dividing line between the masses
on the one hand and the upper class and the middle sectors on the other.
Like all dividing lines, it can be either a bridge or barrier to indi-
vidual advancement and, in the case of many, a good case can be made
that it has proved to be more barrier than bridge. The constitutional
history of the country has inculcated in the people the conviction, that
every citizen has the right -- and by implication, the opportunity --
to gain an entree into the affluent portion of their society through
the portals of the school.

However, 37 per cent of the population over fifteen are still
illiterate [DANE 1965:206). 1llliteracy is more pronounced in the rural
areas where the figure stands at 49 per cent [ibid.]) and many of those
said to be literate can be considered as such only by a prodigious
stretch of the imagination when one considers that they have had only
one or two years of primary e¢ducation. Approximately one-third of all
Colombian children do not enter school at all and of those who do get
to start, only 16 per cent reach the fifth grade, Only eight per cent
will enter secondary school and less than two per cent will finish.

Put in other tems, only one out of a hundred Colombian children
will finish high school and, of these, only one in six will eam a uni-
versity degree ([Bortola2z0 and Perez 1966:4),

13A dominant characteristic of transitional societies is the
gap hetween the world of the ruling elite and that of the masses. The
penetration crisis involves the problems of government in reaching down
into the society and effecting basic policies. The penetration problea
is that of building up the effectiveness of the formal institutions by
government and of establishing confidence and rapport betweer rulers
and subjects [Pye 1966:64).




The great gap is between those with elementary education and
those with sccondary education. People in these two groups live in
different worlds, Notwithstanding the cfforts to bridge -- through
education ~-- the gap betwcen these two worlds, the gap grows wider
every day [Illich 1968:51},

The critical problems of Colombian education have been outlined
by Julio Bortolazzo [1966:4-10] under the following principal categories:
(1) the high dropout rate; (2) the lack of qualified and trained teachers
(3) the lack of adequate national and departmental studies on manpower
needs and resources; (4) .ack of professional and technical personnel
to fill the immediate demands; (S) the low capability of the educational
system to meet the national needs for trained manpower; (6) the problems
related to the high school graduate and his higher educational needs;

(7) urnecessary duplication of costly university training programs, and
lack of cooperation between the universities, SENA,14 and other educa-
tional institutions; (8) lack of administrative policies with regard to
the size of classes and the number of instruction hours per week;

(9) the proliferation or universities and their repercussions on higher
education in Colombia.

The complex picture of the educational situation may be completed
by adding the qualitative deficiencies of teaching methods and course
content,

According to Fals Borda [1967:36),

The Colombia of today, as in other pveriods of the past,
is a way of life which encounters many obstacles towards
rational explanation. In spite of that, its contrasts
hide a particular enchantment: the stimulus of the un-
expected or the incitement of temerity, within the an-
tique patterns which are slowly losing their strength
and those new developing ones which set out to counter-
act the influence of the former. It is a dynamic life,
of rapid change, in which are blended the past, the
present, and even part of the future.

l‘SENA: Servicio Nacional de Aprendizaje.
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CHAPTER II1I
METHODOLOGY

The elite in Colombia is the key group who, through its deci-
sions, directly and indirectly determine the national goals, define the
means to achieve these goals, and establish these mcans and goals in
some hieravchical order of priority. The people who comprise this seg-
ment of society have assumed the role of directing national development.
Their decisions, and the perceptions and attitudes that determine these
decisions, presently condition the priority assigned to education as a
means toward modernization.

How then, does the Colombian elite perceive education in the
context of their definition of national development? What methods does
it consider appropriate to achieve national development? What are the
standards by which it judges these methods as efficient and etfective?

People within the group vary in their backgrounds, having dif-
ferent positions, different responsibilities, and different interests
which presumably affect to one degree or another their perceptions and
value judgments. A delineation of patterns of consensus and dissensus
thus involves the mapping of differences of knowledge, opinion, values,
and value judgments both within and between subgroups of the Colombian
elite.

For the purpose of mapping out the phenomenon and locating it
within a population, a survey is clearly most appropriate. A narrower
definition of the variables of intercst would have been desirable but,
i the absence of a significant body of previous research on the prob-
lem and on the population, this was not feasible.

The data were gathered by personal interview. The interview
involved approximately one hour of direct interchange between inter-
viewer and interviewee, the latter responding to a serics of open-
ended questions.

The choice of an interview over a self-administeied question-
naire was dictated by the impersonal connotation of the latter, the de-
sire to be certain that it was actually the desired respondent (and not
his secretary) who answered the questions and the desire to reach as
large a proportion as pussible of the target population. This, of
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course, reised the problem of getting the respondents to fit the inter-
view hour within their already crowded schedules.

The choice of an open-ended interview schedule was dictated by
the nature of the study itself, in the realization that national de-
velopment thould be defined empirically within the study, each respond-
ent stacing what national development means to him -- changes in the
nation that are primarily economic, political, social, individual-
psychological, or whatever. Each definition -- perhaps normative, per-
haps idiosyncratic -- provides a context for interpreting attitude
toward education and other forces in society.

Various structured approaches, including preference rankings,
attitudes scales, and direct tests of knowledge were considered. Never-
theless, given the knowledgeability, articulateness, and authoritative-
ness of the persons to be interviewed and the desire to obtain very rich
data, the structured approach was ruled out.

The Interview Schedulg

The interview schedule15 deals in section A with Colombian
values and foreign influences. In answering these three questions,
the respondent generally reveals his attitude toward traditional
Colombian society, his openness to innovation from outside, his sophis-
tication in qualifying what should and shculd not be accepted, and his
proclivity toward social, political, ethical, economic, or other systems
of value in nominating a traditional value to preserve and a value to
adopt.

Section B is a disguised test of knowledge. It was possible
to attempt a qualification of attitude on the basis of the knowledge
and breadth of awareness that stands behind it, but it is apparent in
other studies that direct test of knowledge strains rapport between re-
spondent and interviewer. Hence the format, "If a foreign visitor were
to ask about , what developments would you specially want
to tell him about?" Some respondents disclaim any knowledge of develop-
ment, while others answer superficially and others mention specific,
recent developments of probable interest to the foreign visitor. This
is not an ideal way to test knowledge of development in the several
sectors, but it seems to be the best way for a study such as this. By
special coding of responses from Section B, it was possible to augment

15
Schedule,

See Appendix for the English version of the Interview




measures of attitude as well, since there is a definite positive or
negative bias in the way some respondents report develupments to the
foreign visitor.

The question Bl ("Here are some questions about national develop-
ment in Colombia. First, when you discuss Colombian national development,
what changes in the nation are you primarily thinking about?"] is most
important., This is the respondent's opportunity to tell what national
development means to him. Other questions, especially C2 [''Perheps
you've already told me this in your previous conments, but do you have
any 'philosophy of development' that guided you in choosing among these
programs?"], help to elaborate his point of view,

Section C measures prioritics in programs of development. The
structured question Cl requires the respondent to choose only four pro-
grams of development from a list of eight,16 all of which are quite im-
portant in the literature on the subject., It was assumed that each re-
spondent's set of choices will be interpretable in terms of his position,
his definition of national development (static), and tis "philoscphy of
national development' (dynamic), in the context of other variables. The
need for a question such as C2, concerning the respondent's "philosophy
of national development,' was a fortunate discovery of pretesting. [t
was f-und that respondents, as they mused over Cl, were expiaining and
justifying their choices. These explanations and justifications ranged
in quality from a simple reiteration of their choices to the articula-
tion of "process theories" of development that made sense and helped
to explain their choices and the priority in which they arranged then.

Section D deals with the proper role in Colombian national
development of ''foreign influences," of the Colombian central government,
and the Catholic Church. This section was originally much longer, with
separate treatment of UNESCO, the foundations, and foreign governments.
The resulting interview schedule was overly long, and it was discovered
in the pretest that most respondents did not distinguish between inter-
national organizations, bi)ateral assistance organizations, and private
philanthropic organizations. It was decided to consolidate all such
organizations into one question, the Dl question, which asked the re-
spondent to define the proper role of such '"foreign influences." A
sophisticated respondent was free to make the distinctions if he chose
to do so, and such perceived differences became useful data.

Section E concentrates on educational issues, both general and
specific, The answers to those questions were combined to form indices
on education as it is and as it night be in Colombia.

16Econonic development, agricultural developaent, clementary
education, secondary education, university education, public works,
public health and nutrition, and political reform
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In question F1 ["Those are all the attitude questions I have.
Please let me ask you this also, however. We wish to be certain that
we do not overlook in our study any Colombians or non-Colombians in
positions of leadership or influence. Would you be good enough to name
five people in responsible positions with whom you sometimes discuss
national development in Colombia?"], both for possible sociometric
analysis and for improvement of the sample, the interview schedule asks
for names of other persons in positions of responsibility with whom the
respondent sometimes discusses national development,

The three questions of Section G cover all the personal data
that the researcher felt should be asked, although additional personal
information is gleaned from other sources.

Through careful content analysis of respunses, the interview
schedule permitted a rigorous quantitative resolution. Although this
was not apparent to the respondent nor obtrusive in the interview,
questions were interrelated deliberately to form scales and indices
that were used in the analysis,

Construction of a Bilingual Interview Schedule

Although 84 per cent of the sample is Colombian and Spanish-
speaking, the remaining 16 per cent is non-Colombian ana somewhat more
disposed to speak English than Spanish, Therefore, parallel Spanish and
English versions ¢f the interview schedule were needed. A high degree
of parallelism is necessary for valid comparison of responses between
Colombians and non-Colombians. The problem of parallelism was taken
seriously. Four bilingual schilars, none otherwise associated with the
project, were utilized.

There are various ways to define parallelism in documents in two
languages. Isomorphism is possible; that is, every word in one schedule
can be replaced by its nearest equivalent in the other language. Unfor-
tunately, such matching on denotations does not take into account the
connotative appropriateness or inappropriateness of the string of words
in the other language. A different definition of parallelism was chosen:
two versions of the same question are parallel, regardless of words used,
if they evoke the same response tendency. The judges of equivalence
were the four bilinguals.

The first version of the interview schedule was written in
English. After pretesting (on non-Colombians working in Colombia) and
some revision, a provisional Spanish translation was prepared. Then
the bilinguals were assembled, both versions of each question read, and
the closest possible equivalence was negotiated. In several instances
the jury was not satisfied until major changes were made in the wording
of one version or the other.




The Choice of the Respondents

Two hundred and sixteen Colombian influentials were interviewed.
These 216 respondents are not considered to be a sample of the Colombian
elite. Rather, the target population is presumed to be the universe of
Colombian influentials. The 216 respondents thus comprise a universe
with some missing members.

The term "influential' is meunt to refer to those persons able
to influence educational policics, either because they wake decisions
or because their intellectual, rcligious, political, military, or socio-
economic prestige gives them a voice in educational matters.

The influentials included both Colombians and non-Colombians
active in education, busincss, government, the Church, armed forces,
and other fields. 17he basic methods for identifying influentials that
have been used in studies of community and national power structures
are the reputational, positional, and decision-participation approaches.
Each of these mecthods has some well recognized inadequacies. None
forecloses the probability that some key figures might be omitted and
in their place individuals of lesser importance be included.1l? Ssince
in actual operation these methods tend to overlap and none lends jtself
to wnequivocal and easily reproducible selection procedures it was de-
cided to combine the positional with the reputational methed, using the
former as a basis. hat particular position allows for a clearer identi-
fication of such individuals.

The first step involved censtructing a basic list of more than
300 leaders with the assistance of four persons who were felt to be very
important and influential in their own right. Incidentally, these four
persons subsequently received the greatest number of choices in the
sociogram. Refinement of the choice of prospective interviewees was a
continuous process: as soon as each interview was completed, the re-
spondent's suggestions as to who else should be interviewed were recorded.
Any individual nominated five times was immediately asked for an inter-
view., Six influentials werc identified in this way. About 20 indi-
viduals occupying middle-level positions, who were originally on the
list of prospective respondents, were not interviewed because their in-
clusion on the iist was not confirmed by even a single nomination., Al-
though the President of the Republic was mentioned a considerable number
of times and was originally included in the list, he was not contacted
since his time was rather limited, because it was impossitle to give
his interview any special consideration in the data analysis, and finally,

17For a concise presentation of the arguments pro and ¢on in
this methodological controversy, see American Sociological Review
(1962:838-54]),
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because it was possible to interview his closest collaborators. A few
leaders were either out of the country or impossible to contact. The
ambassadors declined to be interviewed for diplomatic reasons. It was
not feasible to interview the Defense Minister and generals currently
on active duty, but a number of retired generals were interviewed.

A total number of 220 interviews were conducted. For reasons
beyond the control of either the interviewer or the interviewee, four
interviews were not completed during the scheduled appointment and it
was not possible tc reschedule them. Thus, a total of 216 interviews
was actually completed and usable.

Since the projected number of interviews was originally set
at 200, the number of interviews finally acquired is a credit to the
efforts made by the team of interviewers who conducted interviews in
Bogotd (60 per cent), Cali (9 per cent), Manizales (7 per cent),
Barranquilla, Bacuramanga, and Medellfn (6 per cent earh), Pasto
(4 per cent), and Tunja (2 per cent).

The respondents were then divided in five categories according
to that sector of socliety in which they exercise influence: economy,
government, Church, education, and others. The economic influentials
included the presidents of business, industrial, trade associations,
and chambers of commerce, and the presidents of the largest industrial
companies, insurance companies, and banks.

The political influentials included cabinet ministers, members
of the Congress, the Council of State, and the Supreme Court, directors
and division heads of ministries, governors and their "cabinets," mayors,
members of city councils, leaders of political parties and politicians
not formally active in political }ife but generally recognized as in-
fluentials.

Those interviewed from the religious sphere included the
Cardinal and scveral priests who are directors of church-related
organizations.

Among the interviewees from the educational sector were univer-
sity presidents and vice presidents, provosts, deans and professors,
principals of the most prestigious high schonls, and presidents of
national educational and cultural associations.

Thirty-four respondents who fitted in none of the above cate-

gories were assigned to the residual category, ''Other.," Retired generals,
newspapermen, writers, and artists were assigned to this category.
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The foreigners interviewed were the representatives of private
philanthropic foundations, bilatera) assistance organizations, and in-
ternational organizations, directors of university missions, and cul-
tural attaches, consuls, and some educators,

Gatherigglthe Data

The interviewers were ten graduate students in sociology and
psychology, the best students in their classes at Javeriana University
in Bogotd. Interviewers were randomly assigned to respondents {who had
been stratified by area of influence) so as to minimize bias from an
over- or under-representation of any one sector in an interviewer's
subsample and other forms of interviewer bias. All ten of the inter-
viewers undertook their jobs with maximum dedication and responsibility.
The high position of the respondents and the sometimes difficult task
of acquiring certain interviews presented a challenge which together
with a good stipend served to maintain a very high level of motivation.
Personal friendships held by some of the interviewers and their families
served as an excellent means of obtaining certain interviews which other-
wise might have been inaccessible, A limited number of interviews were
completed by the author. Such prestigious individuals as the cabinet
ministers and his Eminence the Cardinal, although unlikely tc accept
graduate-student interviewers, were felt likely to be more agreeable to
an interview by a university proiessor.

One interviewer was equally fluent in English and Spanish. She
was responsible for most of the English-speaking respondents. She was
prepared to interview in either language, according to the respondent's
preference.

Two training sessions were held for the interviewers. The first
session introduced them toc all materials and procedures. Then they
practiced using the schedule by interviewing each other. The second
session was held after they had completed their first interviews with
respondents in the sample. A general meeting was held each week through-
out the ten weeks of interviewing to attempt to resclve problems which
the interviewers might have encountercd. These meetings also served to
maintain a high morale even in the face of certain frustrating situa-
tions such as change of appointment time due to the apparent mobility
of the interviews, for reasons of ''fuerza mayor,'" in the appointment
book of very busy people.

The first '"real" interviews also stood as a formal pretest of
the study. As expected, the extensive informal pretesting that took
place earlier drew the researcher's attention to defective questions
before this phase, and the formal pretest uncovered no problems that
a simple change in interviewer's inflection could not remedy.
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A ten-week period was devoted solely to interviewing: from
August 21 to October 27, 1967. The team of interviewers was able to
travel to several of the key cities throughout Colombia, especially
during the vacation period provided by ''Semana Javeriana."

In general, it can be said that the greatest difficulty encoun-
tered in the course of the project was scheduling the interview itself,
i.e., fitting the interview hour into the busy schedules of the selected
influentials. Appointments were often very hard to obtain due to
previous unpleasant experiences with such interviews. Over the past
few years, there have been a number of research studies conducted in
Colombia in the course of which a number of the influentials in this
sample were interviewed, either as informants or as actual members of
the sample. To such busy people, interviews had come to be regarded
as unjustified impositions (and therefore, unwelcome) because none of
them had ever been informed afterwards of the results of the studies
in which they had participated.

The growing negative attitude toward such interviews was summed
up in the complaint of one of the influentials interviewed: "I anm
convinced that Colombia is the country whose people have been quizzed
the most."

Apart from the problem -- common to all survey research -- of
not reaching everybody in the sample, it is gratifving to report that
the other serious problem encountered, once an interview was granted,
was that of terminating it. Once the respondent had warmed up to the
subject, he had a great desire to go on and expound his views on
development beyond the points raised in the interview. This was
particularly true of influentials outside the educational sphere
(especially businessmen) who are generally considered to be uninterested
in educational problems. Many of them, in fact, have a great personal
interest in education and have many good ideas on the roots of these
problems and the possible solutions. However, since they are nc. con-
sulted on such matters nor given any other encouragement to participate
in the discussion of educational problems, many have come to feel a
certain degree of alienation from the educational sphere. For some
people, the interview was the first time that an organized attempt was
made to solicit their authoritative opinions and, this, by itself,
motivated their enthusiastic participation.

Coding and Preparation for Analysis

Codes were developed for all but the structured responses and
ieliability tests were run on every coding task to which coders' judg-
ment could lead to disagrcement. Several codes, e.g., the questions
on the role of education, respondents' philosophy of development, the
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roles for which education should be preparing people, and the meaning
of the term, 'well-educated,' passed through several versicus before
satisfactory reliability (.85) could be obtained. Diagnosis of faulty
codes was facilitated through the use of Parker and Funkhouser's
"random-systematic-error coefficient' [1968]. Coding was carried out
by a four-man team headed by the project directo. The codes developed
were based on Talcott Parsons' general systems model as adapted by Karl
Deutsch and his associates [Deutsch 1964; see also Mitchell 1967;
Parsons 1963; Parsons and Bales 1955; Parsons and Shils 1962; Parsons
and Smelser 1956]. The couding scheme is presented in the Appendix.

Because the interviewees did not constitute a sample but a
population with some missing members, it was considered more appropriate
to use non-parametric statistics. The fact that only nominal scales
could be used on much of the data dictated the use of chi-square, which
was used throughout,

All data were transferred to punched cards and processed on the
Stanford 360/67 computer.
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CHAPTER IV

AN APPROACH TOWARD DEVELOPMENT

Development as a Multidimensional Concept

There are many valid definitions of development. Some people
conceive of development primarily in economic terms. Others give a
primarily political definition, thinking of it in terms of a stable
government, or political freedom, or a strong state. Still others in-
sist that there is no development without a higher level of values and
culture. And still others maintain that the test of development is its
impact upon individuals, families and households: development is mean-
ingless unless it means good jobs and higher levels of health, housing,
and welfare -- in short, higher standards of living (and implicitly,
the motivations to attain and maintain these higher standards of living).

Any definition of the role of education -- and, for that matter,
any force in the society -- in the process of development must therefore
be taken in the context of people's differing definitions.

This researcher did not adopt i priori a single definition of
development. Had he done so, he would face the problem of deciding how
to treat perceptions, attitudes, and recommendations based on different
and not necessarily invalid definitions of development. Instead, he
has tried to synthesize the most frequent definitions of development
into a definition broad enough to subsume most definitions given by the
respondents,

There are many contexts in which the term "developme: ' has been
used, e.g., a child developing into an adult, a small college dsveloping
into a great university, a feudal society developing into an industrial
power, a nation developing into an empire.

Common to all these different ways of using the term '"develop-
ment'' is the premise that the object to which the term is applied must
have some '"innate' capacity that can be improved. In the case of human
beings, this is the capacity to do what they want to do (or think they
should do); in the case of institutions, this capacity is the capacity
to perform more efficiently and more effectively those functions that
they either actually perform or were meant to perform {Viner 1964:
esp. 7].
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Used as an attribute, ""development" implies a high level of
achievement relative to potential: high levels of capability, effi-
ciency, and effectiveness. It frequently connotes a situation where
the level of performance achieved is so high that further achievement
relative to potential is not only possible, but facilitated. A 'de-
veloped' person, group, or institution is capable not only of surviving
but also of achieving more. In this respect, the test of development
is whether further achievement relative to potential is self-sustaining.

"Development" is also used to refer to a process, specifically,
the process of attaining ''development' (used here as an attribute).
Broadly, it refers to the process whereby the ways of functioning of
people, groups, and institutions are changed so that they operate more
efficiently and effectively. Invariably, this process involves changes
in both the internal and external relationships, including the percep-
tions of reality and of oneself, of the people, groups, or institutions
that are to be changed.

To speak of national development is to speak of enhancing the
capabilities of the nation-state's government, its economy, its cultural
institutions, and its population, the level of these capabilities being
a function of expectations, contributions, and performance of people in
their economic, political, and other culturally defined roles and how
these demands, supports, and levels of participation are patterned and
organized within the nation-state. Enhancing capabilities involves
changing the ways of functioning of people, groups, and institutions
toward greater efficiency and effectiveness. Hence, national develop-
ment involves individual, institutional, social and cultural changes
that lead toward increasing expectations, increasing contributions, and
increasing performance [see Lippitt et al. 1958:3-128]. The point on
which definitions of development generally differ is in the identifica-
tion of that capability of the society which is said to have reached a
high level or which is to be enhanced.

Economic Definitions: Wealth as a Societal Capability

Very often, ''national development! is used with considerable
emphasis on the capability of producing scarce goods and services, and,
by implication, the improvement and/or enlargement of the concrete set
of activities and organizations through which the society patterns the
flow of these scarce goods and services, i.=2., the economy (Nash 1966:
3-71.

Strictly speaking, an increase in the capability of producing
scarce goods and services is economic development. This involves the
strategy of ''getting the most" out of avajlable resources, i.e., an
efficient combination of the factors of production -- labor, capital,
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land (to mean the supply of known resources), and level of technology
-- such that inputs arec minimized and outputs maximized.

Levels of production depend not only on the quantities of the
factors of production and the degree of technological advance vut also
on the proportions in which these factors are combined. The most im-
portant of these factors is technological progress, i.e., the use of
new techniques which raise the productivity of available resources,
especially labor. The key person in this process of technological
advance is the entreprencur, the man who sces the opportunity for
introducing a new commodity, technique, raw matcrial, or machine and
brings together the necessary capital, management, labor, and materials
to take advantage of it.

Self-sustaining growth is attained when this cycle is achieved:
higher investment leads to capital improvements; capital improvements
lead to higher productivity; higher productivity leads to higher real
income; higher real income leads to higher saving and higher demand;
both higher demand and higher saving lead to higher investment, closing
the cycle [Lerner 1963:346-47].

The new technology, whether it refers to new and more efiicient
tools and techniques or better use for existing resources, invariably
presupposes the acquisition of new manual, managerial, and professional
skills., Because the introduction of technological improvements --
including improvements in labor and management skills -- requires in-
vestment (often heavy investments), capital accumulation is a necessary
condition for technological progress. Capital is needed not only for
the introduction of technology per se but also for "social capital"
such as roads, transportation, communications, public utilities, schools,
and hospitals [Higgins 1568:15u-51].

If the private sector is to play a major role in capital accumu-
lation and entrepreneurship, these factors must be profitable, That is,
the social, economic, and political ''climate" must be conducive to capi-
tal accumulation and to the appearance of a large and growing supply of
entrepreneurs.

Consider, for instance, the host of politico-legal encourage-
ments or discouragements of entevprise. Tariffs, tax exemptions, sub-
sidies, corporate taxes, monetary policy, and other laws and regulations
regarding wages, interests, imports, and exports all serve to encourage
or discourage enterprise. The government, through its policies, may
increase or decrease investment cither by affecting the profitability
of enterprise (and thereby the amount of profit available for reinvest-
ment) or by affecting the case with which additional investment may be
mobilized [Parsons and Smelser 1956:56-64; Mitchell 1967:75-95; Holt
and Turner 1966; and Higgins 1968:188-206, esp. 196-200. Also see:
Staley 1966:294-306; Hirschman 1958:202-205].
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Consider also the impact of societal roles and values on
economic activity, If economic activity is seen as inconsistent with
religious or moral values, if educational institutions do not prepare
individuals for professional, managerial, or entrepreneurial roles,
or if low prestige is accorded to economic activity, a high level of
economic activity is unlikely.

Similarly, a high level of economic activity presumes a market
large enough to absorb the goods and services produced. That is,
enough people must want to buy and have the means to buy the goods and
services produced. To have the means to buy presupposes the availa-
bility of work, the ability to work, and the motivetion to do so.

A primarily economic definition of development would be realis-
tic only if it took these individual, social, and political factors into
account.

Anticipating two future points, this researcher suggests that
there are two ways of looking at the different definitions of develop-
ment: first, according to the capability of the society that is to be
enhanced, and second, according to whether it is exclusive (limited to
that capability) or inclusive (takes into account other capabilities
of the society whose development fosters the enhancement of the first).

Political Definitions: Power as a Societal Capability

It is also possible to speak of national development with a
strong emphasis on power. Many people stress the enhancement of the
government's capabilities to control the people's behavior, to collect
from the people, to retain their loyalty and allegiance, to distribute
goods and services to them, and to be responsive to their demands and
interests.

This stress on political development may be traceable to a
conviction that political development is a prerequisite to econt.ic
development or to a conception of political development as more or
less an end in itself, the latter generally involving a vision of some
ideal government.

If an economic definition of development deals with the capa-
bility of producing scarce gocds and services, a political definition
of development cdeals with the enhancement of power, defined as the
generalized capability to mobilize the resources of the society, in-
cluding wealth and other ingredients such as loyalties and '"political
responsibility,' etc., to attain more or less immediate collective goals
of the society [Parsons and Smelser 1956:45; Mitchell 1967:89-91]. A
political definition of development is concerned with the concrete set
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of activities and organizations through which the society patterns the
exercise of power and authority,

Again, political development involves the strategy of 'getting
the most' out of available resources. 1In this casc, the resources are
the taxes that come from economic institutions and people in their
economic roles; the people's conformity to laws and regulations; the
people's acceptance of governmental decisions as to the allocation of
honors, goods, and services to individuals and groups within the society;
the people's generalized loyalty and commitment to the state; and,
integral to all these, the recognition of the government's authority
as legitimate in the context of the society's values, as expressed by
those social institutions which have the function of defining, communi-
cating, and interpreting these values [Deutsch 1964:194-96]}.

Winning and maintaining the people's loyalty and commitments
presupposes a certain degree of responsiverness to people'’s demands and
interests. The task of ''getting the most'' out of available political
resources depends ultimately upon finding an efficient combination of
these resources such that inputs are minimized and outputs are maximized.

Viewed in this light, the political development depends not
only on the availability of these resources but how they are combined.
One of the most important variables in political development is the
people's level of participation. Most theorists stress this variable
because this could stand a great deal of "improvement': a large pro-
portion of apathetic and parochial individuals not only contribute
little to political davelopment but in fact constitute a drag on it
[Almond and Verba 1965:11-35; Almond and Powell 1966:16-62, 190-212;
Lerner 1958; 4-5, 50-52, 60-64].

The key person in the mobilization of the apathetic and the
parochial is the politician, who may play many different roles. Parti-
cularly in developing countries, where there exist side by side, to all
interts and purposes, a modern and a traditional culture, the following
crucial political roles may be distinguished: (1) administrator,

(2) agitator, (3) amalgamate, (4) tgansmitter, (5) ideological propa-
gandist, and (6) political broker.

18The administratcr and the agitator each stands in one system
(the first in the modern, the other in the traditional) and seeks to
bring about radical changes in the other. The amalgamate and the tians-
mitter each occupies positions in both systems and strives either to
keep both systems separate and autonomous or to cause only gradual
changes, The ideological propagandist and the political broker attempt
to integrate the two systems either by providing a common symbolism or
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Self-sustaining growth in the political realm is attained when
this cycle is achieved: the diffusion of new ideas and information
leads to new demands on governmei.c and new popular expectations on the
one hand and a new socialization (inculcation of new ways of thinking,
seeing, judging, and doing) on the other; new socialization leads to
new demands on government on the one hand and new patterns of political
participation on the other; the new demands and the new patterns of
political participation lead to new patterns of aggregating the dif-
ferent demands made on the government; and these new patterns of aggre-
gating different demands lead to new public communication, i.e., dif-
fusion of new ideas and information, closing the circle [Lerner 1963:
347-49].

The enhancement of power simply means that there be more people
with a greater degree of involvement in the sense of obeying laws, pay-
ing taxes, receiving the benefits that government provides, e.g., law
and order, social security, etc., and making their demands and interests
known through various political activities, including voting [Lerner
1958:4-5, 60-64; Almond and Powell 1966:73-127; Mitchell 1967:76-97;
Blau 1964:199-223].

But again, it will be difficuit for political development to
take place outside a social and economic climate that facilitates it.

The country's level of economic development limits the amount

of wealth that the government can obtain from firms and individuals in
the form of taxes and this in turn limits the government's ability to
respond to the demands of the population. The society's cultural values
also have a great deal to do with political development. If laws, the
payment of taxes, or political participation are, by cultural standards,
immoral, unattractive, or inappropriate, political development is that
much harder to attain.

The enhancement of political capabilities depends very much on
the people's sense of loyalty and commitment; yet, this willingness is
not a sufficient condition; it must be paired with the ability to per-
form their duties and responsibilities as citizens.

Given this relationship between political development and
various economic, individual, and social factors, it might be re-
iterated that a realistic definition of national development -- if
presented in political terms -- must nonetheless take into account the

by aggregating the separate interests of people at both levels of the
society, the ideological propagandist by aggregating interests on the
basis of some all-embracing ideology, tite political broker by aggre-
gating interests on a pragmatic basis [Pye 1956:342-48].
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individual, social, and cconomic factors that facilitate or inhibit
political growth.

Value-Related Definitions: Solidarity as a Societal Capability

Other people maintain that the test of development is not so
much how much wealth a socicty possesses or how much power a society
enjoys, but rather how much solidarity it exhibits.

This definition of development in terms of solidarity is a
culture-related one: it refers to the effectiveness of the institu-
tionsl9 which define, communicate, and interpret the people's commonly
held set of standards for deciding what is, for deciding what can be,
for deciding how one feels about it, for deciding what to do about it,
and for deciding how to go about doing it [Goodenough 1966:257-65; also
see Johnson 1966:81-87; Hagen 1962:225-36; Horowitz 1966:225-46]. These
standards are organized and distributed among the population in such a
manner that they impart to individuals and groups within the gopulation
a satisfying self-image, a self-image that includes positions20 and
roles with the expectations and obligations appropriate for them. These
positions and roles may be said to be satisfying to the extent that they
express authentically the perceptions, attitudes, and values held by the
people who occupy them.

Solidarity is directly related to the capability of the society,
through its value-defining, -communicating, and -interpreting institu-
tions, to analyze the situation, and decide among alternative ends and
means on the basis of standards of effectiveness, rightness, and appro-
priateness. Implicitly, solidarity is related to the capability of the
society to 'bring into line' the behavior of its members, not on the
basis of force or threats or on the basis of material inducements but
on the basis of the commonly held conviction that this behavior that is
called for is '“truly right and just, proper and helpful toward salva-
tion" [Parsons and Smelser 1956:49; Parsons 1963:58].

lglt may be argued that it is not only institutions but also
individuals that set, communicate, and interpret standards, e.g., a
prominent newspaper columnist, a tishop, or a university president.
However, these individuals exert influence not in their personal
capacities but as spokesmen for institutions like the press. the
Church, or the university.

20The word, "positions," is used rather than 'status,' following
Secord and Backman, to avoid the ambiguity of the latter term [1964:456].
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The key institutions and roles are more difficult to define.
The key organizations include the Church, the mass media, the educa-
tional system, and to the extent that the laws it promulgates are, in
effect, communications and interpretations of the tociety's values,
the government.21 Among the key roles would be those of preacher,
journalist, and educator, and, in fact, any role which is generally
accorded widespread credibility as well as the right to set, communi-
cate, and interpret such norms and values.

Solidarity is important in the continued functioning of the
society and more so in the mobilization of people for great national
efforts, such as the task of modernization. It is, after all, on the
btasis of commonly held standards that obligations, rights, privileges,
and honors are accorded to different positions and roles. The continued
functioning of any society, not to mention the attempt to raise its capa-
bilities, calls for an allocation of goods and services, of honors and
punishments, of privileges and obligations, that reward those positions,
roles, and activities thought to be most important,

Such unequal sharing of the desiderata that society makes avail-
able would lead to discontent within the society and, in extreme cases,
the break-up of the society were it not for the fact that the people
generally agree with the standards by which these rewards have been
allocated.

To the person who defines national development with a consider-
able emphasis on society's solidarity, the concrete set of activitics
and organizations through which the society's values, norms, and role
expectations are communicated and interpreted are important., Such a
person tends to express the view that the influence-wielding institu-
tions are badly in need of improvement, because they are out of touch
with reality and insensitive to present indications as to what the
future may be like, what opportunities there /ill be to grasp, and what

21Deutsch recognizes the problem posed by the classification of
institutions according to function as most structures perform different
functions [1964:187). Unlike Parsons [196Cb:98-168] and Tiryakian
[1967:79] who place religion and education under the pattern-maintenance
function, Deutsch classifies them under the integration function. Un-
deniably, these institutions perform both functions and more [Levy 1966:
384-403]. In this research, it has been decided to follow Deutsch
[1964:187-199], in the belief that religion and especially education in
developing countries do far more than inculcate respect and commitment;
in fact, the concept of development education calls for a resocializa-
tion of the child. On this basis, it was believed that the integration,
rather than the pattern-maintenance function was better served by the
religious and educational systems.
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problems there will be to confront. These institutions are accused of
perpetuating an inappropriate image of the '"ideal man" and thereby in-
hibiting the development of roles crucial to development.

If wealth is the medium of transaction in the economy and power
is the medium of transaction in the polity, the medium of transaction
in integration is influence, Influence is t!e capability of the society
to direct the behavior of its members, not on the basis of force or
threats or the provision or withdrawal of material inducements but on
the basis of the commonly held conviction that this behavior that is
called for is good, right, and appropriate [Parsons 1963:58].

Like money and power, influence can be expanded by its judicious
'use." To state the judgmental or behavioral implications of a given
value in a given situation, one stakes his reputation as a credible
source to one degree or another. If an individual believes in the defi-
nition or interpretaticn of a value and modifies his behavior accordingly,
he is, metaphorically making some investment of himself in the credibil-
ity of the source. If the individual feels that his conformity with the
communication expresses more authentically his conception of himself as
he is and/or as he would want to be, he is more likely to continue to
believe in the source, and perhaps even 'invest' more of himself in the
credibility of the source [Coleman 1963:66-67; also see Homans 1961:
83-111; Blau 1964:253-82].

People are most likely to seek out the definitions, communica-
tions, and interpretations of these solidarity-generating institutions
in times when members of the society do not hold expectations in common
or when they behave contrary to them; in other words, when people dis-
agree on their mutual privileges and obligations [Secord and Backman
1964:468], Such role strain occurs on a large scale when the situation
changes such that the socially sanctioned means are no longer adequate
to achieve the socially sanctioned ends [see Merton 1957:131-94].

22This of course, is a use of the term "influence' in a very
narrow sense, Parsons enumerates other bases for conformity with
another's pronouncements. These bases include the power to punish, the
means to reward (both of these referring to control over the individual's
situation), and the ability to activate the individual's commitments
(which refers to a certain degree of control over the individual's
intentions). It will be no“ed that these three other bases of persua-
sion correspond to the power-related, the wealth-related, and the
character-related functions. Influence, used in its broad sense as
the ability to persuade, thus becomes only analytically distinguishable
from the possession of power, wealth, and prestige [Parsons 1963:51-59].
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It is in the resolution of such role strain that solidarity-
generating individuals and institutions can maintain and expand thei)
influence or lose it: failure on the part of the solidarity-generating
institutions to propose or ratify satisfactory solutions to rolec strain
leads to a loss of confidence in these institutions and to a search for
new institutions whose definitions and interpretations of norms and
values are uore satisfactory. Success mcans a greater likelihood that
they maintain or even expand their influence.

The exercise of influence is inseparable from the willingness
not only of the people but also of the economy and the polity to conform
with the definitions, communications, and interpretations of societal
norms and values, as presented by these solidarity-generating institu-
tions. The exercise of influence, by definition, requires the willing-
ness to listen, believe, and obey, on the part of the people spoken to.

The maintenance and maximization of solidarity by the traditional
influence-wielders presupposes an appreciation for scientific and tech-
nological advances as well as thc possible strains they might create and
possible ways in which these strains might be minimized. This suggests
the need for communication and exchange between the influence-wielders
and the people and greups that originate scientific and other innovatioans.

A solidarity-related definition of development -- like the
wealth- and power-related definitions -- would be realistic only if it
took into account various political, economic, and social factors,

Development as Character-Building: Commitments
as a Socictal Capablilicy

Some people are prore to define development not in terms of
wealth, power, or influence, but in terms of the impact it has (or they
think it should have) on individuals, families, and households.

To such people, the test of development is whether more people
lead "satisfactory' lives. This implies not only material benefits such
as better food and housing, better medical care, and, in short, a higher
standard of living, but also, and more important the psychological satis-
faction of living what is perceived to be a happy and uceful life.

The material benefits implied by the definition presuppose not
enly the availatility of these material benefits within the society but
also the individual's ability to acquire them, i.e., his having some
means of liveliiood, And beyund a minimum level of such material bene.
fits, the definition implies a psychological state where the individual
is move or less content with his position in society, including the means
accessible to him to better himself: that is, the individual's feeling




that the benefits he receives and the opportunities he has access to are
a more or less fair recompense for his performance as well as his posi-
tion within the society.

It is this widesprcad feeling on the part of the population that
they are ''getting faivr trcatment’” that maintains their loyalty and com-
mitment to the present state of affairs [see Blau 1964:143-67; Homans
1961:112-29; Secord and Backman 1964:323-51). This comprises an impor-
tant capability of any society: the capability to pr-:»rve itself and
to maintain its patterns, This capability may be called '"commitment."

Central to this capability are individuals, families, and
households where the young are raised and socialized. It is the home
that is the focal point of character-building in the image of the
society's conception of the '"ideal man." Values, motivations, and
standards for seeing, judging, and acting are inculcated. Patriotism
and loyalty to the state, the willingness to work and the desire o
achieve, respect and piety toward one's religion and culture and those
who define, communicate, and interpret them -- the child's acquisition
of all these takes place within or close to home [Deutsch 1964; 190-92;
also see Sigel 1965; Hagen 1962:123-80; McClelland 1961:336-90;
Weilenmann 1966] .

There are two related aspects of character-building, in the
broad sense that the term is used here. First, there is the aspect
whereby the individual is willing to perform the social, political,
and economic roles appropriate to his position in the society Second,
there is the aspect wherecby the individual is able to perform these
roles in a manner that is satisfying to him.

The first relates to motivations, perceptions,  beliefs, atti-
tudes, and values as they are held by the individual. 23 The second
relates not only to the individual's possessing the necessary physical
characteristics, e.g., health, but also the intellectual abilities
necessary for the integration of his varjous roles such that he ex-
periences the minimum role strain.

Here, the strategy of 'getting the most" out of available re-
sources again makes its appearance: successful use of this strategy
presupposes the individual's ability to analyie the situation, dis-
tinguish between the various responses open to him, i.e., responses

23As contrasted to motivations, perceptions, beliefs, attitudes,
and values as they are defined, communicated, and interpreted by the
solidarity-generating institutions of society. These would correspond
to the societal capability of solidarity.
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he can enact, assess accurately the results of each of these alterna-
tive responses, and decide which one would be most advantageous to him
{Thibaut and Kelley 1959:152].

In situationc where solidarity-gencrating institutions are
effective, the best response is generally that resporse recommended by
these soljdarity-generating institutions.

Otherwise, the individual, finding the prescriptions of the
solidarity-gencrating institutions to be inappropriate ¢r uncatisfac-
tory, may f%gd it necessary to resolve his role and value conflicts

by himself,

The ability of the individual to resolve competition and incom-
patibility among roles or values is >f great importance in a period of
social and economic change. During such periods, the solidarity-
generating institutions are not likely to be too effective at the very
time that changes in the situation, including the increase in the number
of roles individuals must play, raise questions as to whether the tradj-
tionally held values and traditionally defined role-obligations are
still binding. In times of role strain, this ability to resolve value-
and role-competition and -incompatibility is a crucial individual trait.

In fact, it is precisely the increase in the number of roles
that individuals must play and the lack of consensus on old values &nd
old role-obligations that increase the individual's freedom [Parsons
1963:56-58], He is in a position to choose those alternatives that to
him are most rewarding, either intrinsically or extrinsically.

It is the individual's greater frecdom to choose among alterna-
tive responses to the situation that gives the society's ch.racter-
building capability, which ordinarily is a conservatige force, an inno-
vative potential, particularly in periods of change.z

The conditions making for the character-building capability's
conservative or innovative direction are to be sought in the choices of
the individual members of the society themselves. The individual is in
a position to choose among alternatives, each of which carries a certain

mount of legitimacy. that is, the perception of the alternative as
"right'; as well as a certain amount of rewards and/or costs [see Gross,
Mason, McEachern 1958].

‘aThese individual conflict-resolutions may or may not be rati-
fied later on by the solidarity-generating institutions of the society.

25This suggestion comes from Tiryakian {1967].
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Thae individual's choice among alternatives will be determined
to a significant degrece by his orientations tcward legitimacy and rewards.

(1) The individual may have a primarily moral orientation, by
whicn he would iend to prefer the most legitimate alternative, to reject
illegitimate ones, and, in cases where onc alternative scems just as
legitimate as another, to compromise.

(2) The individual might have a primarily pragmaiic orjentation
by which he would tend to choose the most rewarding alternative, to re-
ject those that involved costs, and, in cases where one alternative is
just as rewarding as the other, to compromise.

(3) Or, the individual might have a moral-pragmatic orienta-
tion, which takes both legitimacy and reward dimensions into considera-
tion and tries to balance the two. No problem occurs when legitimacy
and rewards dictate the same alternative. Between two alternatives of
cqual legitimacy, the more rewarding one is likely to be chosen; between
two equally rewarding alternatives, the more legitimate one is chosen.
khen alternatives are equally rewvarding and equally legitimate, a com-
promise is likely to be made.

Realistically speaking, in only a few countries have the
solidarity-generating institutions proved to be effective in a period
of change in the sense that they explained and redefined beliefs, atti-
tudes, values, and behaviors such that these were fully responsive to
the nceds of the time [see Geertz 1963).

Hence, it is not surprising that most students of development
have found the innovators to be individuals with a pragmatic orientation
and, consequently, have tended to stress the crucial role in moderniza-
tion of psychological needs, beliefs, attitudes, and values associated
with the pragmatic orientation.

Among the psychological variables mentioned have been need
achievement, need affiiiation, and other-directedness [McClelland 1961],
empathy [Lerner 1958), associational sentiments [Pye 1962], an attitude
toward time as a pattern of coherence and change, an attitude toward the
material world as understandable and controllable, an attitude toward
human beings as being interdependent [sce, for irstance Almond and Verba
1965; Tumin and Feldman 1961; Cantril 1965; Kahl 1968; Lerner 1958;
Hagen 1962; Parsons 1960a and 1960b; Parsons and Shils 1962; Smith and
Inkeles 1966]). Running through most of these themes is an orientation
toward the strategy of 'getting the mest' out of available resources,
including human beings: just as 'engineering is tke application of
rationality and authority to material things; modern social organization
is its application to human beings and social groups" [Rustow 1967:4].
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Though the focus of character-building is the home, it takes
place in an atmospheve created by social, economic, and political con-
ditions.

The willingness to work is more difficult to inculcate {or to
maintain) when the rewirds for work are low or inconsistent; so is the
willingness to buy when the goods desired are unavailable, too expensive,
or of poor quality. The willingness to obey laws, pay taxes, and per-
form other political duties is difficult to inculcate (or to maintain)
if the government fails to meet pcople's demands or be oth~iwise re-
sponsive to their interests, The same is true of respect, belief, and
piety toward institutions such as the educational system, the Church,
t.e nass media, and other influence-wiclding institutions if the latter
are perceived to be wrong, or in one way or another, to have failed to
cormunicate to the people satisfying symbols and images of values and
roles.

Tc recapitulate briefly, it may be noted that:

1. Therec are many ways of defining development. Most of these
definitions imply the following: (a) onc or more capabilities of the
entity said to be developed or developing are enhanced; (b) these capa-
bilities are more or less inherent within the entity; and (¢j the en-
hancement of thesc capabilities tends toward a level of performance
such that a self-sustained rate of enhancing these capabilities becomes
a permmanent long-run feature,

2. To speak of '"national development" is to take the nation-
state as the entity said to be developed or developing. The capabil-
ities of the nation-state include the capabilities of its economy, its
polity, its cultural system, and its population.

3. nhealth for the economy, power for the polity, solidarity
for the cultural system, and character for the population may be dis-
cussed along the following lines: (a) the institutions and activities
through which the flow of the capability is patterned; (b) the Xey
role or roles associated with each capability; (c) the conditions
making for the enhancement of each of the capabilities, and, based on
these, (d) the relationship between eath capability and the other three.

4. The interdependence among the four capabilities can thus be
argued.
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Common Processes: Organizational Growth,
New Roles, and Personality Changes

The interdependence among the four capabilities becomes clearer
when the processes common to all are considered.

The first process is the growth of organizations, which brings
in its wake division of labor, specialization, an increase in authority
and control, and greater opportunity to reach a greater number of per-
sons [see Levy 1966:38-84; Pye 1962; LaPalombara 1963a, 1963b;

Hoselitz 1963; Spengler 1963},

This process is reflected in the economy by the rise and exjan-
sion of firms and corporations; in government by increased bureaucrati-
zation and the increasing number of responsibilities that government
assumes or is forced to assume; in the area of solidarity by the growth
of the mass media, the growth of the educational system, and the
specialization of institutions according to subject area in which they
are decmed to be credible because authoritative; and in the character-
building area by the intrusion of institutions other than the family in
the function of inculcating the appropriate values and beliefs in the
young and the increasing freedom of the individual to choose among the
various groups and institutions that make a claim on his loyalty.

The main impact of the growth of organizations, particularly
those in the economic and political spheres, is the creation of new
positions within the society.

The second process is personality change within the population.
As noted in the sections on the solidarity and character-building
capabilities of the society, changes in the situa‘ion tend to increase
the individual's responsibility for deciding among conflicting vaiues
and norms so as to attain a state of satisfaction witk himsel€ and the
world. Effective eercise of this freedom calls fur the deve.opmen!
of a number of personality traits, including the ability to analyze the
situation, to welgh alternatives according to their rewards and costs,
and legitimacy, and to decide on the basis of which alternative is most
rewarding. This strategy of 'making the most" vut of one's resources
also creates the individual's desire to increase his range of alternatives.

The third common process bridges the new positions created and
the new changes in personality: the development of new roles by which
people with new attitudes and values assume the new positions within
the society and through these roles. maximize their own satisfaction
and the society's capabilities [see Levy 1966.133-219; Shils 1963].

The previous sections on the capabilities ~f the sociely
stressed the often-undereaphasized importance of the solidarity-
generating and characterbuilding capabilities of the society by showing
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that the participation of more individuals in the economy and the polity
is a necessary condition for political and social development and that
this increasced participation is likely only with the sanction of the
svlidarity-generating institutions of ke scciety (or the rise of new
on¢s which sanction it).

Given the new positions created in the course of economic and
political development, the roles and rolec-obligations and privileges
associated with thesc new positions would have a far greater chance of
being filled by pcople with the appropriate personality characteristics
if these roles and their azsociated obligations and rewards were sanc-
tioned, if not actually recommended, by the society's solidarity-
generating institutions.

The preceding discussion in its entirety suggests that just as
changes in any one societal capability have an impact on the other capa-
bilities, changes in any one of the three processes enumerated alove
affect the other two,2%

Society as a System

Given the intcrdependence among these processes and capabilities,
it would be useful for the continuation of the present discussion of the
Colombian leaders' views of the role of education in national develop-
ment, to view society ar a system,

A "system" will be defined here as an association of units in
interdependence with one another distinguishable from the environment.
Interdependence implies that a change in the properties of one of the
components of the system leads to changes in the other components and
in the system as a whole. It is axiomatic that a system seeks equilib-
rium, 1. ., a change of state in any one component of the system leads
to changcs in the state of other components to a point where no further
change of state occurs within the system.

To say that the system is distinguishable from the environment
simply means that that which is conceived as a system starts somewhere
and ends somewhere. It is axiomatic that a systea is boundary-

26The interdependence of all these capabilities and processes
is supported not only by the entire preceding discussion but also by
the consensus among the suthors cited above on the multidimensionality
of the concept '‘development.' Also sce, De «tsch [1961); Eisenstadt
{1966); Weiner [1956].

- 42 -




maintaining: the reaction to initial change is such that it retains
its boundaries rclative to the environment [Zelditch 1955:401-408).

A system27 may be viewed as a sct of parts or subsystems that
interact in such a way that the components tend to change so slowly that
they can be treated temporarily as constant. These slow-changing parts
may be called structures., The’r interactions and transactions in rela-
tion with each other are such that their basic structural characteristics
persist; if these transactions turn out to be maintaining or reproducing
the system, they are called functions.

It is useful to consider a system as goal-oriented, the goal
being the gratification of the member-units of the system. From this
perspective, it may be said that a system has to fulfill four broad
classes of functions (functional imperatives) if it is to continue as
a system:

1. Goal Attainment -- Every system may be viewed as tending to
fulfill some function or to requirc some facility for moving toward goal
relationships. The goal is always a situation or a relationship between
the system and the environment, such that some internal disequilibrium
of the system is significantly or markedly lotver than it would be were
some other relationship to exist. A goal or "consummatory state' is
desired and so goal-seeking at the s,stem level poses problems of both
goal selection and resource mobilization.

2, Adaptation -- The system must in some way succeed in adapt-
ing itself to changes within the environment. This refers to the prub-
lem of providing facilities for the use of the system in the interests
of goal attainment.

3. Latency (Pattern-Maintenance or Tension-Management) -- The
system must do something or behave in such a way that basic patterns,
overt and hidden, are maintained, reproduced, or preserved. Two prob-
lems are involved here: the inculcation of the appropriate values and
motivations in the member-units to maintain their support and guide
their actions and the devising of means (o cope with or prevent disabil-
ities -- physical or emotjonal -- that lower the efficiency and/or
effectiveness of member-units in the systen.

4. Integration -- As a system functions to pursue its goals,
adapt to the environment, and maintain its patterns, there arise problenms
related to the integration and coordination of the various messages and

27The following delineation of the systemic model of society
is based on Deutsch [1964:181-208]).

- 43 -~



the allocation of facilities or functions inside the system. A system
must, therefore, do something or behave in such a manner as to prevent
the different operations of the system from interfering with each cther
in a frustrating or destructive way: compatibility among thie various
structures and functions must be maintained -- generally through the
arrangement of structures and functions in some hierarchical order of
precedence,

On a more abstract level, goal attainment is defined as the
gratification of the units of the system; adaptation as the maniuplation
of the environment in the interests of goal attainment; integration as
the attachment of member units to each other in their distinction from
that which is non-system; and latency as the reduction of malintegration
of member-units, each member-unit being considered as a system itself.

An action may be aralyzed in terms of the functions it fulfills
for the system to which it is related. An action may serve one or nore
of these four functions. For instance, one could repaint a ship to keep
it from rusting {(pattern mzintenance), adapt it for a cruise in the
Arctic by altering the keel (pattern maintenance and adaptation), or
redesign it and strengthen the ongine to win a race (primarily goal
attainment)}.

The function~ of a system may not only be complementary but may
also be competitive. For instance, an automubile engine may be designed
primarily for speed or primarily for safety. Within an intermediate
range of design criteria, the two are compatible, but an automobile can
be built with a speed capacity which is so high that the rate of safety
falls to zero. 1In the long run, it is not even speedy because it be-
comes scrap iron in very short time.

None of the four functions may be completely sacrificed, but,
beyond the rinimum of each function, there is a range where the func-
tiens are competitive with each other while still remaining compatible.

In terms of the systems model herein presented, a society may
be viewed as a large system composed of subsystems, each serving only
certain functions of the larger system and simultaneously fulfilling
for itself all four of the basic function imperatives.

Of course, different social institutions (structures}) may ful-
£i1l more than one function. For example, the Church may play the role
of educator as well as landowner. However, soc? 1 institutions do tend
to serve one function more than another. Thus, as a first approximation,
it would be possible to associate ihe following institutions with the
following functions:
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1. The econom), including its scientific and technological
aspects, may be considered as the adaptive (a) subsystem which deals
in getting whatever is needed from the physical environment as well
as from the intellectual capacities of the population to adapt to all
the various needs.

The udaptive subsystem contributes wealth to the total system,
wealth being defined as a generalized capacity to command goods and
services, either as facilities or as reward objects for any goal or
interest at any level in society.

For the purposes of the present rescarch, the adaptive subsystem,
i.e., structures and functions associated with the adaptive subsystem,
will be referred to as wealth-related structures and functions.

2, The government may be considered &3 the goal-nttalning (G)
subsystem, particularly if the society's goals go beyond the mainte-
nance of the status quo and demands are made on the government to
faciliiatce the movement of society in the direction of significant
qualitative and quantitative changes in style of life.

The goal-attaining subsystem contributes power to the total
system, power being defined as the generalized capacity to mobilize
the resources of the society, including wealth and other ingredients
such as loyalties, '"political respensibility,' etc., to attain parti-
cular and nore or less immediate collective goals of the system.

For the puiposes of the present research, the goal-attaining
subsystem will be referred to as power-related structures and functions,

3. Cultural, rsligious, educational, legal, and similar insti-
tutions may be considered as the integrative (1) subsystem.

The integrative subsystem contributes solidarity te the total
system, solidarity being defined as the generalized capacity of agencies
in the societ; to '"bring into line" the behavior of system units in ac-
cordance with the integrative needs of the system, to check or reverse
disruptive tendencies to deviant behavior, and to promote the condi-
tions of harmonious cooperation.

For the purposes of the present research, the integrating sub-
system will be referred to as solidarity-generating or influence-wielding
structures and functions,

4, The family, households, and individuvals may be considered
as the latency, pattern-maintainirg, or tension-managing (L) subsystem
which reproduces the species, rears the children, restores the labor
force, preserves kin groups, inculcates the appropriate values and
mo.ivatiors, and maintains the culture.
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The latency subsystem contributes commitments to the total
system, i.e., commitments to conform to the society's set of values.
Commitment is a capacity to act in such a way as to implement the recle-
vant syst2m of institutionalized values.

For the purposes of the present research, the latency subsystem
will be referred to as character-building structures and functions.

The wealth-related and power-related subsystems (goal adaptation
and goal attainment) are often referred to as instrumental subsystems in
the sense that they are primarily concerned with the means with which
certain ends m¢y be attained. Wealth- and power-related functions and
structures will be referred to in this work as task-oriented structures
and functions.

The solidarity-generating and character-building subsystens
(integration and latency) are often referred to as expressive subsystems
in the sense that they refer to the maintenance, expression, and elabora-
tion of people's values, i.e., things considered as ends in themselves.
Solidarity-generating and character-building functions will be referred
to in this work as pattern-oriented structures and functions.

Development ix fined

On tte busis of the preceding review, this researcher posits
the following definition of national development not as the definition
of national development but as the framework for the classification of
the definitions of national development made by the Colombian leaders
who participated in the present survey.

The definition is as follows:

National development refers to the process whereby a society's
capabilities to produce wealth, to exercise power, to generate solidarity,
and to build character are enhanced to the point that a self-sustained
rate of enhancing these capabilities becomes a long-run permanent feature.
Common to the enhancement of these capabilities are the increase in the
number and size of organizations, the development of new roles associ-
ated with the positions created by the increase in organizaticns, and
changes in perscnality attributes in the direction of those character-
istics appropriate for the performance not only of the new roles but
also for the performance of a wider range of roles. These appropriate
characteristics are by and large related to a pragmatic orientation.

The enhancement of these capabilities and these processes common to it
are interdependent: the level of any one capability or the extent to
which ary one of the processes has taken place constitutes a constraint
on the ¢chievable level in any of the other capabilities and the extent
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to which a~y of the other processes can take place. National develop-
ment can thus be viewed as a systemic process.

National development may also be used as an attribute; in this
sense, it refers to a society's achievement of a self-sustained rate
of enhancing its capabilities.

There are thus several ways of categorizing definitions of
development:

1. According to whether the definition is systemic or non-
systemic -- A systemic definition of development is one that takes into
account an increase in all four system capabilities -- goal attainment,
goal adaptation, integration, and latency; in terus of the systems mcdel
of society presented here, a systemic definition would take into account
incyeases in wealth, power, solidarity, and character-building.

Operationally, a respondent would be said to have a systemic
definition of development, if, his responses to the questions, 'khen
you discuss Colombian national development, what changes in the nation
are you primarily thinking about'; "In your opinion, tthich new value is
most worth having in Colombian society''; and "Perhaps ycu've already
told me this in your previous comments, but do not have any 'philosophy
of national development' that guided you in choosing among these pro-
grams?" were explicitly reiated to increases in wealth, power, soli-
darity, and character-building.

2. According to capability emphasized -- Definitions would be
classified ty the capability emphasized by thc respondent. Each capa-
bility could be named by the respondent no more than three times,
Operationally, a respondent's core capability would be that capability
which he mentioned at least twice.

3. According to whether it is primarily task-oriented or
pattern-oriented -- This Is related to the classification of definitions
of development by capability emphasized (the wealth- and power-related
capabilities are the instrumental or task-oriented capabilities and the
solidarity- and character-building capabi.fties arc the expressive or
pattern-oriented capabilities). It is furt.ar recognized that the in-
strumental capabilities are enhanced with ¢ greater portion ¢i the popu-
lation having personality traits that are .ask-oriented, e.g., need-
achievement, delayea gratification, dynamism, 2tc.; and that the ex-
pressive capahilities ire enhanced with a greater portion of the popu-
lation having personality traits that are pattern-oriented, e.g.,
goodness, hospitality.
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Operationally, a respondent would be said to have made a task-
or pattern-oriented definition of development if Lhe made at least three
task- or pattern-oriented respoirses respectively.

Roles, Functions, Orientations, and Standards of Performance

The list of societal capabilities guided the classification of
the responses to the other questions. Responses dealing with the stand-
ards whereby people judged the educational system, its performance, its
problems, and possible solutions were categorized to a great extent
according to what societal capability they were most related to. So
were the choices of programs selected by the respondents for emphasis
in a program of national development. The assignment of roles to the
foreign ayencies, the central government, and the Catholic Church were
also categorized -- as far as possible -- in this manner.
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CHAPTER V
THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM: STRUCTURE AND PROCESS

Overview

What follows is a description of how the Colombian influentials
(1) viewed the performance of the educational system in this period of
chance; (2) defined the objectives of education; (3) perceived the prob
lem. faced by education on the elementary and secondary and on the
university levels; and (4) interrelated attitude, objectives, problems,
and programs. The distribution of these attitudes, perceptions, pro-
posals, and standards will be described in terms of position (secter
in which the respcndent exercises influence), personal characteristics
(such as age, region of origin, family background), and knowledge and
attitudes (recent developments in politics, economics, and education).

First, it was expected that evaluations of the educational
system would be related to: perceptions of the problems facing the
system and possible solutions, definitions of the tasks Jf education,
and the position occupied by the respondent. Second, it was expected
that perceptions of the problems facing the system and the definition
of the tasks of education would also be related to the position occupiec
by the respondent.

The basis for the first set of expectations is the view of the
respondents as rational people: their attitudes would be based on thein
perceptions, the standards on which they judge these perceptions as
good or bad, and the perspective from which they make these perceptions
and draw these standards. The second set of expectations is based on
the belief that the individual's position has some effect on the type
of information he receives and the standards which he considers appro-
priate to apply. The second set of expectations is strengthened ty the
knowlelge that the respondents were aware of the fact that they were
chosen tc be interviewed primarily on the basis of the positions they
occupied, It is suggested here that this knowledge wculd engender a
tendency to respond less as individuals and more as spokesmen of the
offices or societal sector to which they were affiliated, particularly
when the question was relevant to the respondent's cffice or sector.

It is suggested further that there would be significant differences
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in the patterns of attitudes, specifications, and norms between educa-
tors and non-educators, between educational influentials and non-
influentials, between those trained as educators and those not.

Attitude toward Education

Only six per cent of the Colombian influentials were satisfied
with the educationai system's performance with respect to the process
of national development. Thirty-six per cent were dissatisfied, with
the rest expressing a qualified satisfaction -- or dissatisfaction,
depending on whether one takes an optimistic or pessimistic perspective.
Asid the distribution of unfavorablc and favorable responses makes the
pessimistic perspective more defensible.

This is not to say, of course, that there were this many in-
fluentials who were negative toward the educntional system. Attitude
toward education here is construed as the respondents' judgment as to
whether the educational system tends to be a force for change or whether
it tends to keep things as they are; whetker change in the educaticnal
system was progressing as fast as change in Colombia in general; and
whether education is an asset to society,“

Though over one-third of the respondents were negative toward
the educa.ional system on these points, the fact remains that a majority
of the influentials gave qualified responses. This supports what one
might expect of attitudes toward an issue as complex (and as new -- for
Colombia) as the performance of the educational system in the moderni-
zation process: different norms will be brought to bear on different
perceptions.

The cross-tabulation of attitude toward education by position
and personal characteristics as well as knowledge and attitudes toward
recent developments in economi~s, politics, and education (see Table 1)
suggests that: (1) educators were less prone than non-educators to
give a qualified response; they were more likely to give either a

P

28N0t all of the educators had received professional training
in education. Also included in this category were respondents who
had been trained in the behavioral sciences.

Prhis is the operational definition of the texrm "attitude
toward education." The operational defiritions of the other terms used
elsewhere in this work are contained in footnotes to the appropriate
tables.
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TABLE 1
ATTITUDE NWARD lm‘CA\IQN‘
(Percentage Platribution by Sector of Influrnce, Peofexslon, Wotlonal Oriyin, Age, Funily Background,

Flocs of Feuldence, Trotn.ng, Kniwledye, end Aveituoe)

Nrlthee Sattal e¢

Dissdtintied Fer Diawacintied Satlefted Kisber
$e.tor of Influancer
Leonemys
tnfiventisls 38 63 1 40
)ﬁvn~lr\t|u§ tely b13 3% . H 176
Goveinment}
U.gh (nftuentisls 0 [L] 4 L34
Tow Influentisls 3 ur a b3
Mon-in¢luentlals M LY A 1
Tducation:©
High tnfluenttaly 29 [ N F}
N.ddla {nfluentials 42 52 L] 5
Low Enflueatlals 13 40 1] 33
Kon-intluertlials n [T 5 101
“hurch:
Influentlals 30 50 ¢ 2
Bon- §nfluenilels % se ? 192
Other;
Influentisls s 39 ] 3%
Non-irfluentiale b 81 7 182
Profesaiont
Lducator 41 30 9 102
Foa-pducator )M LT3 4 {p < .10) 114
Satlonal Origin:
Columd (an k] 53 1 m
Yorelgner 29 n 0 (p < .10) 1
Age:
Inder 4O 10 33 18 &3
40's 3 32 3 k4]
Su'a 13 61 bl L]
Over 60 . n 1) 3 n
Panlly Beckground:
"Mixed" 41 L8 11 7
Kew «'Lts 46 48 v 3
Trad(*ional elite kL] 66 L] 8
Toreigner 29 mn 0 33
of feafdence:
Sogota I3 8/ 2 102
Outalde Bogets 13 2 13 79
Torelgner 29 71 0 <.0l) 3
Trainings
Education of behavic: 1 scieice:
b 2 60 1] 149
8 51 3 (<0 [ 34
® or econumices
Ho W 59 ? 167
Yes LT 54 L] 59
Lewt
kg 5 L] 1
Yes n 61 L} n
Medicine. engloeering, netural sclences:
Mo L] 56 § 1344
Yes 28 52 12 39
Huxanities, Journa.lem, theology:
LY 32 60 L) 159
41 I 2 G < a0y 57
DtVllayuntl 15 the rconomy end ,ouryx
Less knovledgeable M 59 L] n
Knovlcdgestln 40 58 H 50
More knowledgesble 33 3?7 L} 134
Developarnts In sducstiont®
Less bk l ble 50 sc 4 28
Know] ¢ 34 L1} 3 3
More h\culld[nbll 3 57 L} m
Avtitudess »
Dev-lopmenta ir the economy end polltys
Lk 48 7 L
30 (34 o 40
Mo 36 57 7 n
Hoa: favorabls 3 60 L} 52
Developrents ln educetions®
Least favorsble 36 62 b] kL4
Leas favoradle 41 % [} n
Mote fevorabls 33 [1] [} 3
Most favar. EH s? 11 T4

PFOOTHOTES TO TABLE 1

A summstive 1ndex vas crested from the Fespondes €0 the questions:
(1) "In yrur opinion, is educstion presently & force for change in Colrmble ur docs 1t tend to keep things ss_they are?’
{2) “Do you think the* chenge in the educetfons’ Len Togreasing ss fest ea chonge In Colombia un general’” ond
(3) "Educstion fe ususlly considere t to <ty. Do you s hovever, that educstlon in Colonbie may have
unfores: negative consequenc
Responaes to esch of these questions was acored
the cther.

If unfavorable, *3" 4f faverable, and 11 balenced, t.e,, quelified one vey ot

Burming the acotes 4181
thres of four wers ssld to be 4

¢ to each Tespondent ylelded o sevan-polnt scele tunning from three to nine. Respondents vho scored
tletled; those who scuted aight of nine, ssuisfled; the rest wers aiaigned to the middls retegory,

-

“‘Iu.h tnfluent
lower netfonal officlely, s

efers to high natfonal cfficfels such ee cobinet mintaters. "lov influentisle” refers to locel and
h sa general directors of minlsiries snd governors.

"‘m‘h tnfluentisle” refers to occupants of high nstfonal positione, such 88 the Direc’or of the Colombien Assoclation of
Universitias, and the Rector of Mationel University. “HMiddle Influent:els” laclude occupants of niddle natfonsl positions end high
Jocal postcions, such s directo: I cultural nationel ssgocfattons end sacturs of uni-ereities, "Lov {nfluentls?
not Lucluded in the above categorles, such as deans and profedsors.

Ya tattuated by the fnterviever,

*A "tradteionsl” family baceground was s1eigned to tespondents both o' whose pesents’ femilies ars recognisrd ee having e Jong
tradition of high political, #conomir, 1nu and’or social prest w fax(ly background was igned to respondents
both of vho arencs’ families ha 13 in the process of n:lnl [t1on with thelr fanily camer, A “slusd”
Larlly background wis ssalgned to ulpondrnll one nf vhoee patants comcs from o (uﬂllonﬂ femily, the other ftow @ nev one,

Pive Coloobian Influentisls -- two traditions), two new, 4nd one mixed -- cotegorised the respondents, wejority opiuion deter.
wining the categnry to which sach respondent vas anefgned,

'bml tugerd to kncvledye of recent developmente 1n the Endustri
s 1" §f the renpondent sanifested 50 knowledge; 4 “2," ([ general;
from (hene dncwledge responsed. ylelding a seven-point acales running from no-knowledge to specific one. Thie seven-point
collep tnta & thres-point ofa with the first four {ntetvele of the srven-point s corresponding to the ™ know!edgreble™ rate.
gory; the fifth tnterval, to the “knowledgeabls™; and the sixth end seventh fntervele. to the "more knowledg oble® cotegory,

o agricultural, end r (tlcal sectors, responits were asalgned
3.5 UL cpectfic knowledge, A sumative Ioden ~1

Buieh regerd to knowledge of recert
bovledge; o "2, of genaral| end o "3, AF apecific hnowd
® tlve-polnt scele, running from no-Ynovledge teo specific
firat thees Intervala of the five-point scale toffesponding te the "1

velopeents 10 education, responsre wre o

o L7 0 the rupudul auanifestal no
Rrowle: sponses, pir'\'ng
yalnl oot with the

hlnpol\ul to the qurations on recsnt drvelopeents In tndustrialisetion, sgriculturel devel poent, end politice) refrrm wre
sestgned o "1” 1€ the respondent wan unfavorstle to the developments b nased; "2, (f nrutral; and "),™ 4f faverible, the dock of @
Fesponse being trratsd 4o & neutrsl cne & sumnative (ndex wad created 15om theee ettitude respons
tunning frow unfevot. ta favoreble. into & four-polnt ons
the seven-point scale corrdsponting he "le
£ifih Interval, to the "soie favoradle” categerys and the sixih and srventh Latervale, to the “wost favo:

totegory; the
1™ cattgory.

lupcnln to |hl queations an recest developments in educetion vere eesigned & V1" 1f the respondent wen ‘mfavcredls to the

"2.% 5 neutrali end 8 ") §f Tevoradle, the lack of o response bring treated o0 & neutrel one. A auswmatlve
ottitude respo five-point acale, Tunnlng from unfevo te fevoradle. Thie Flve-poiat
uf-point ene vnh the first two Intervale of the flve-pofat scels corrasponding té the "lesst fevoratls™

catagory,
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positive or a negative evaluation; (2) Colombians, compared to
foreigners, exhibited this same pattern; (3) respondents residing out-
side Bogota were more likely to be favorable; (4) respondents trained
as educators were less likely to be favorable; and (5) respondents
trained in the humanities, journalism, or theclogy were less likely

to be favorable.

These differences raise questions that vary in difficulty. The
greater tendency of respondents trained in education to express an un-
favorable attitude toward the educational system may simply reflect a
higher standard of judging the educational process: they are more
stringent in evaluating course content, teaching methods, and teacher
competence. The greater tendency of respondents trained as humanists
to express an unfavorable attitude may reflect a different standard of
judging the educational '"product' if not the process: in evaluating
content, methods, students, and graduates, they were likely to use
humanistic and moral yardsticks. The greater tendency of foreigners
to give a qualified answer would seem to reflect a hesitance to be
openly critical of a Colombian institution. Coming as they do from
countries where the educational system is further advanced, chey were
unwilling to give the Colombian educational system unconditional praise;
however, the perception that it would oe impolitic for a foreigner to
criticize a Colombian institution would tend to reduce the number of
foreigners who did so. The foreigners unfavorable toward the educa-
tional system were likely to include those educational consultants who
have worked long enough in Colombia to feel assured that their criticism
of the educational system will not be considered maticious,

That educators were different from non-educators with respect
to attitude toward the educational system is not unexpected. What is
more difficult to explain is the greater tendency of educators to give
either a favorable or an unfavorable response.

Attitude toward Education: Conditioned on Perceptions or Position

What may suggest an answer to this question are the relation-
ships between attitude toward education and: (1) the respondents'
specification of the problems facing the educational sector; (2) the
solutions they propose; and (3) the norms by which they judged the
educational system.

The relationship between attitude toward education and the
specification of the problems on the elementary and secondary school
level approached significance (see Tables 2 and 3). Most likely to be
unfavorable were those respondents who stated that the elementary and
secondary schools had failed to meet the following standards:
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TABLE 2

APPROACHES 70 PROBLEMS IN rLEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EL‘JCATION.
(Conscolidated)

(Percent®ge Dig.x Lition by Sector of Influence, Profession. Natfcnel Origir, Age, Fanil; Eeckground,
Place of Residence, Truining, Knowledge, and Attitude)

Cites Standard Cites Prograne Cites Prodlems Famber
Sectar of Inzleence:
Econumys:
Influenti=le &2 2 38 &0
Noa-teflurntials 57 14 26 17
Governminty
Figh tufluentiale 62 n 28 47
Low tnfluent{als 5% 13 26 *
Non-{nfluentisle si 20 2, 113
Education®
High influentiale 61 14 25 28
Middle tnfluenrisie 58 2) 19 $2
Low {nfluentiele s? 0 2% 3%
Kon-{nftuentiele s0 ) 36 19
Thuzch:
Influcntin’s 42 17 42 HL]
Noe-influcntiele 56 17 27 192
Other:
Inflienciale 62 12 26 M
Non-{nfluent{ale 33 L] 29 182
Profession?
Fducator 60 19 22 102
Non-educator 50 1% 3% 114
Naticnal Crigin:
Colombien 56 16 28 8
Foteigner 46 23 b} 35
Age:
Under 40 36 b3 21 43
' 64 1 2) 15
50's 3 ] 38 68
Over 60 n s 31 ¢ o<, n
Family Background:
"M xed" $2 19 30 27
New el{te 62 17 3 (3]
Treditional elire 54 13 3l 89
Forefgner 13 23 n b H
Plece of Restlence:
Brgotd 6 14 2% 102
Outetde Mgota 51 19 30 79
Torelgner 46 23 i b}
Tretning:
Educetion or behavioral scfence:
No 50 19 i 149
A (1] 6% 1) 2 67
Business or econom!ce
No 56 17 27 147
Yeo 52 1n 30 69
Lov:
51 17 n 139
Yeo 81 18 2 n
Medicine, enginetring or nature} scfence:
No 56 17 27 1
Yes &b 18 36 }1
Humanftles, journalf{swm cc theology:
No $5 17 22 159
Yes 33 18 30 s7
Krowledge:
Developmente {n the econouy snd polity:
tess knovledgesdle 0 16 b3 »
Knowledgesble 50 18 n ¢
Hore krowledgeable 37 17 25 134
Developments in educetion:
Less knowledgesbls 38 b} ] 3 26
Foowledgeable 61 12 27 59
More xnowledgedble 55 17 20 m
Attitudest
Developments in the economy end polity:
least favorsdle 56 19 26 S4
Less fovorsble 52 15 n 40
sore fevorsble 5) 16 3 10
Host fevotable 58 19 23 52
Developoents in educetion:
Least fovorsble 54 23 23 39
Lras fevoruble 50 1? 3 70
More fevorable %8 2% 27 »
Mort fevorabdle 62 1n 27 n

“This teble shous the responses to the questions:
(1) I weuld 1ke 1o sak your sttitude sbout the treditional teacatng methods employed in Colombla, Would you 1ike to see them changel

«» #nd i 90, vhet changea?”
(1) "Next, I would 1iks %0 ssk sbout ihe subject matter -+ the contan
chenges in the sudbject maiter -+ and, (f o0, wvhet kinds of changes?

= of tlementaty and secondery educetion. Would you like to ses
'

Criticloms wers categoriced {nto thres greups: those that merely polnted t0 a problem (rote-Tesrning, "encicTopedisno.” rigldity, {nadeguecy
of teachers, ond incoopetencs of teschers)i those thet advocated o program or some definite solution (prodlex-solving, sctive porticipation, ues of
the media, independent study, technicel end vocetionsl sducetion, higher soleries, and full-time ceschersl; ond those that specified scoe critericn
of performance that the educations] system had to meet (fostering the ent's conceptus] obility, relavence of the tre.ning to the student's Sife
snd Lo the needs of the ccuntry, and relatedness of the content of courses one to the other),

Three surmacive {ndests wers cresied out of (he peodles; programi end stendsrd-relet:d responses yivlding & Cive-, four-, and thres-pofat
scale, respectively. A Boolesn (ndex wis then crested by which sll respondents who cited & stenderd vere seld to have Cons 86; respondents vho did
not rfite a otandard and cited st Teast twvo progréma wers o3id to heve clted prograss; o1l other respondents -» {ncluding rhose vho §14 not m.he eny
re1ponses «- vere Jald to heve cited problems, 1t will be nored thet underiying this Boolesn tndex {g & rough scele of sophistication: {t ves
essuned thet prople who ¢ited stondards were more Iikely to cite programs a3 well o0 problens, end thet peopls thet clted prograne wers more 1ikely
to tite thy prodlems to which thrse prograss were to be addressed,

- 53 -

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



TASLE 3
ATTITUDE TOWARD EDUCATION®

(Percentage Distribution by Approaches to Problems
in Elementsry and Secondary Education)

Approaches to Problems in

Elementary & Secondary Education Dissatisfied Number
Consolidated
Cites standard 42 118
Cites programs 38 37
Cites problems 25 (p < .10) 61
Unconsolidatedb
Cites standard
No 30 98
Yes 42 (p < .10) 118
Cites programs
None 32 97
One 42 80
Two or more 33 39
Cites problems
None 43 47
One 33 92
Two or more 36 77

#Due to the small number of respondents who were favorable toward the educational
system, the attitude variable was dichotomized between "dissatisfied" and "not dissatisfied,”
with the latter category including satisfied and qualified responses,

bIt will be recalled that in the consolidated category, respondents who cited pro-
grams were classified ac such only if they had not cited gtundards and that respoendents
who cited problems were not classified as such if they had cited standards or programs,
the assumption being that respondents who cited standards had some program and problem
in mind, that those who cited programs had some problem in mind, This assumption is not
made in the unconuolidated category.
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(1) relevance to the student'!'s life and/or the needs of the country;
(2) relatedness of the content of courses, one with another, and/or

(3) development of the students! conceptual skills. Almost uas likely
to be unfavorable were those respondents who did not cite standards but
rather tried to propose programs aimed at improving the elementary and
secondary schools, such as: (1) problem-solving, (2) active participa-
tion, (3) use of media and audiovisual aids, (4) more technical and
vocational education, (5) higher salaries, and (6) full-time teachers.

Most likely to express a favorabl. or qualified a'.titude toward
the educational system were those respondents who cited neither stand-
ards nor programs but tended mere to point to problems such as rote
learning, "enciclopedismo,' rigidity of course content, teacher incom-
petence, and/or lack of teachers.

While these differences in the way the respondents approached
the elementary and secondary school levels were related to their atti-
tude toward education, it could be that these differences in approach
-- as well as attitude toward education -- could well be conditioned on
the respondents' respective positions within the society. This appeared
to be the case. Among either educators or non-educators, there was no
significant relationship between the respondents’ attitude toward edu-
cation and their approach toward the elementary and secondary schaol
levels., 1This would suggest that the differences in attitude toward
education could be sufficiently explained in terms of whether the re-
spondents were educators or not.

Attitude toward education a21so turned out to be unrelated with
the respondents! approaches to problems on the university level. There
appeared to be no relationship between the respondents' attitude toward
education and whether they defined the locus of university problems as
the professors and students (personnel-related criticisms) or as the
organization znd administration of the university system (system-related
criticisms, e.g., of content, methods, facilities and/or administration).
Table 4 shows the distribution of the respondents' approaches to prob-
lems in university education. There appearzd to be no relationship
either between the respondents' attitude toward education and whethcr
they proposed solutions involving an expansion of university programs
or those involving mercly administrative reforms (see Table 5).

This lack of a significant relationship between attitude toward
education and the respondents' approaches to problems on the elementary
and secondary school levels and to problems on the university level would
seem to indicate that the perception of the educatiunal system as acting
and being acted upon in the modernization process was by and large ir-
relevant to the respondents' perceptions of problems on either level and
to their proposal of means to solve these problems. This lack of signi-
ficant relationshlps may also be taken as a suggestion that the re-
spondents' definition of educational problems and proposai of solutions
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TABLE 4
APPROACHES TO PROBLEMS IN INIVERSITY ESUCATION®

{Perceatsge Dlatridution by Gecter of Influence. [rofesston, Natfonal Origin, Age, Fam’ly Background,
Place of Aestdence, Tratning, Knovledge, and Aitltude)

Natur2 of Critic{sm Nature of Changes Proposed

Adzinistrative ov
Perconnel-Related System-Related Expansion of Programs Academic Reforms Number

Sector of Iafluence:

Ecanomys
Influentials 30 20 15 17 49
Nen-influentials 53 (p < .02) 26 40 (p < .01) 22 176
Government!
High fnfluentials LX) 26 32 23 &1
Lov influentials 4 12 [ 18 . %
Non-influentiale 51 2? 35 21 135
Educstiont
Bigh {nfluert{els 64 36 46 ] - 28
M(ddle influentials (7] 1? 0 1? 52
Lov {nfluentialse 57 29 43 26 s
Fon. {nfluentials 33 fp < ,01) 2% 2) (p < .01, 17 (p < .10) 191
7huzzhi
Influentiale 75 25 59 21 24
Low. {nfluentials 45 {p < ,02) 2t 3% 21 192
Othert
Influent{als 29 29 3s 12 %
Non-{nfluentials 52 &p < ,05) 24 36 2) 182
Professiont
Educator 61 24 48 24 102
Kon-educator 38 {p <.,01) 23 5 (p < ,001) 19 114
National Origin:
Colot 1an 46 23 s 19 161
For2igner 60 W% 3 ¥ {p < .10) 3s
Age:
Under 40 43 23 30 23 43
W0's 56 27 37 23 7
50's 44 29 33 21 66
Over 60 41 13 &6 16 n
Fanily Backgrounot
"Mixed" (21 20 22 13 27
Hew elite 49 22 1] 11 65
Treditfonal .ifite (3] 2 3 26 89
Foreigner 50 3% b1 3% (p < .05) 35
Place of Resfdences
Bogotd 4) s} 42 14 102
Qutside Bogota 5% 2) 27 23 79
Forelgner (L] 3% 37 (p < .10) 3 (p < .05) 35
Trafsiegt
Education or *.ehavioral sciences:
No 4 26 27 19 149
Yes €1 fp < ,02) 2 55 (p < .001) 23 67
Busin:ss or economics:
Wo 48 24 » 23 147
ey 49 25 3 17 69
Laws
No 47 H 39 18 139
Yes 51 22 30 27 n
Medicine, enginesring, naturs] sciences!
No 42 23 36 21 m
Yes 54 N 33 23 39
Huzanities. journslism, theologys
No S0 2) 3 21 179
Yes 46 28 39 23 57
Knowledge:
Developments In the economy snd polity:
Less knovledgeadle 41 19 3% 16 ¥
¥nowledgesble 54 26 32 18 50
More kncvledgeable 4% 25 » 2% 13%
Developments {n edvcatiunl
Less kioeledgeadle 2 12 19 23 26
¥nowledgunble 3 P 3N 17 59
Mors knovledgeadble 58 (p < ,01) 28 40 (p < .10) 2) M
Att{tudess
Dévrlopments {n the economy and polity:
Least favorsdble 50 17 L} 20 %
Less favorsble 50 22 b} 7 40
More favorable 46 3 34 20 10
Most favorsdle 50 23 » 19 2
Devilopments in educations
Lesst favorsdle » 15 6 23 39
Less [avoradle 44 2) 3 14 10
More favoradle 43 3 30 3 n
Hose favoradle 62 (p < .05) 27 42 22 14

“This tsble shovs the responses to tha questfon: “And university educstlon in Colombist -t kinds of changes would you 1ike to see
{n university educatfon, 1f any!"

Cefticioms vere categorized according to thelr natura a5 personnel-relsted and systea-related, Respondents vho critficizred teschers
and’or students vere ssfd to have made personnel-rrlsted criticioms, Respondents vho criticized methods, content, faciliti«s, and/or organt.
zation of the present system were consfdered to hasve wxpressed & system-reiated criticlsa,

Changes proposed were divided {nto two calegorfest expsnsion of operstion and sdminfatrstive or scademis reforms. Peopls who called
fey junfor colleges, graduste education, techrolcpical education, »nd/.r research wvere consfdered to have ssked for «xpansion of prograns;
Feorla who ssked for fever universitles, Jepartmentalfzition of faculties, fullitime teschess, tighter discipline, urivaraity sutonony, higher
salerfen, and'or minimiz{ng the "enclclopadisra™ are constdered to have called for sdmialstrative or scsdemic reforms.

Changes tn the expansion category ({mply new programs; chenges {n the sdnin{strative category, csll for & Vstremmlining™ of the present
systen,
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did not take intoc account their perceptions as to whether education is
a force for change, whether progress in education is moving as fast as
change in the society, and whether education is an asset to society,

This rathe:r disconcerting interpretation, however, does not
answer the question posed esrlier as to why educators were less likely
to express a qualified attitude towvird education.

One suggestion comes from the cross-cabulation of attitude toward
education against the respondents!' opinions as to: (1) the roles educa-
tion should prepare people for, i.e., leadership, economic, or teaching;
(2) the orientations education should inculcate in people, i.e., social
concern, an instrumental orientation, a valuc-expressive orientation,
and a ''"general" orientation;30 and (3) the primary function met by the
educaticnal process, i.e., formative or intormative. Tables 5, 7, and 8
show the respondents' opinions on these issues.

There vere no significant relationships between attitude toward
education and any of these defined "objectives'' of ine educational system
(see Table 9). However, when position and training were controlled, one
significant velationship emerged: among educators, attitude toward edu-
cation was related to the belief that education should inculcate social
concern, with the educators making this stand being Jess likely to ex-
press a qualified response (see Table 10). It would thus appear that
the difference between the educators and non-educators with respect to
attitude toward education was traceable to the educators' tendency to
relate their attitude to the fecling that the cducational system shouid
inculcate social concern.

Corpared to educaters who did not apply social concern as a
standard, educators who did were more likely to be unfavorable toward
the 2ducational system; they were also more likely to be favorable.

This would seem to indicate the heterogeneity of the educators' percep-
tions of the educational system to which they aprlied the social concern
standard.

Thus, it appeared that: (1) the respondents' attitude toward
education as acting and being acted upon in the developmental process
was not relevant to their definition of ecducational precblems and their
proposal of solutions; (2) the differences in attitnde toward education
seemed to be most efficiently explained by position as an educator or
non-educator; and (3) educators tended to relate attitude in education
tc the belief that education should inculcate social concern, Beyond

3oResponses to the effect that education should prepare people
suitasble for the temper of the times and other such unspecific answers
were placed in the 'general” category.
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IABLE &
ROLES THAT TDUCATION $HOULD PREPARL PEOTTE FO2®

{Percentage Dlatridutisn by Sector of Infiuence, Profession, Natioml Origin, Age, Fanmily Backgrouad,
Place of Residence. Tratning, Knowledge, ard Attitude)

Teaching Economic Leadership mber
Secter of Infivences
Tconemyt
Influentials ? 42 0 40
Non-{nfluentiale 15 (1] 1t 17¢
Covernment!
Kigh tnfluentials n 3% 1) [}
Lev influentisls 18 50 13 M
¥on-influentiely 14 45 21 133
Educations
Righ inflventioels 21 32 14 28
Hidéla tnfluentloly 19 &2 2) 82
Lev tnfluentialy H 49 20 3
Ron-tnfluentiale H 13 16 101
Church:
Influentioly ] [ 3] LN n
Fon-influentinle 1% [} 18 192
Ct.ert
Influentin)e 1% b1 12 ]
Mon-influentinla 14 1] 19 (L}
Trofessiont
Edueater 2 []] 22 102
Ron-educatet 7 (p <.0)) 13} 13 114
Katjonel Ortgin:
folembian 13 so 18 (L}
Forelgner 1? 3N (p < .10) 1? k1]
Aget
thdet &0 14 40 3 &)
0% 13 s1 H ] 141
50 | B [ ] 1 (13
Ovir €7 19 &7 16 2
Tanily Background:
"Kipes ? [} 15 7
Nev elfte 12 N 3] (3]
Traditiona? elfre 1¢ 53 17 89
Feralgner 1 3} 17 3
Phace of Residence:
Begete 1) (3] . 102
Outatde Bogoti 14 s 3 "
Ferelgner 1?7 31 {p < .00 17 & < .0) k11
Trafning:
Fducation or tehavioral rclences:
13 4 0 148
Yeu 16 [} 1 &7
Brotneanr <t econoslest
o 15 4 H{J 147
Yo 12 39 (p < .09) 1) Ly
[ BEH
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these findings, it is possible to Speculate that educators probably
perceived change as bringing about dislocations within the social system
and felt that the function of cducation was to try to cushion the effects
of these dislocations.

The relationship between attitude toward education and social
concern -~ significant only among educators -- raises other important
questions related to the way or ways in which they organized their
opinjons about the educaticnal system.

Respondents' Views of the Educational System:
tne_Structure or Divisible?

The first question is whether the respondents tended to view
the cducationat system as a single structure whose component parts
acted in coordination in the process of informing, forming, and train-
ing individuals for societal roles, inculcating in them the appropri-
ate orientations.

The evidence favors a negative answer to this question.

Of the 2ight "ohjectives" of education defined by the respond-
ents, only one -- the fairly general statement that education pertorms
an informative function -- was related to the respondents' citation of
standards that should be met by elementary and secondary schools (see
Table 11),

With respect to the university level, there were more signifi-
cant rclationships between these "objectives" of education and the re-
spondents' definition of university problems as system- or personnel-
related and their prcposal of administrative solutions or an expansion
of university programs (see Tables 12, 13, and 14;,

1. Respondents who believed education should prepare people
for leadership roles were more likelv to make personnel.related criti-
cisms of university education, citing stude:ts and/or teschers as probs
lem areas,

However, when position as educator or .ior-educator was control-
led, this significant difference persisted only among the educators.

2. Respondents who believed education should prepare people
for economic roles were more likely to propose an expansion of univer-
sity programs, suggesting junior colleges, graduate education, techno-
logical education, and/or research. When position as educator or non-
educator was controlled, the significant relationship between the advo-
cacy of economic roles and the proposal of an expansion of university
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TABLE 13

APPROACHES TO PROBLEMS IN UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

(Percentage Distrlbution by Roles for which Education Should Prepare People, with
Posltion as Educator or Non-Educator and Training in Education or Not in Educatfon Controlled)

Roles for vhich education
should prepare people

Leadership
No
Yes
Fcononic
No
Yes
reaching
No
Yes

Roles for vhich education

should prepare pecple
Leadership
No
Yes
Econonmic
N
Yes
Teaching
No
Yes

Reles for which education

should prepite people
Leadership
-

.e3
Econonic
No
Yes
Teaching
No
Yes

Reles for vhich edecstion

thould prepate people
Leadetship
No
Yes
Feononit
»
Yes
Teaching
No

Yes
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Expanston of

Personnc)-FP2lated System-Related U'nfversity Prograns Nunber
Educators

5) 80

98 (p < .001) 22

40 60

60 (p < .10) &2

1?7 ul 80

& (p < .02) 50 22

Non-Ecucators

35 q?

83 1?

1? 54

n €0

25 22 106

k} ] 63 ]

Respondents Trained in Education

55 58
100 ’
51 »

60 30

20 54 56

36 &4 11

Respondents Not Trained in Edwnatlce

36 119

70 & < .01 30

18 1

3 (p < .0%) 72

22 24 130

47 47 (p < .10) 10



TABLE 14

APPROACHES TO PROBLEMS IN UNiVERSITY EDUCATION

(Percentage Diseribution by Orientations Education Should Inculcate and Functions
of Ecucation, with Position as Educator or Non-Educator and Tralning

fn Education or Not i{n Education Controlled)

PersonnelsRelated Adminfstrative or
Criticism Academic  Reforms

Educators

Orientations that cducation
should fnculcate
Socfal Concern
No
Yes
Instrumental
No 54
Yes 65
Function of cducation
Informative
No 53
Yes 19 (p < ,03)

Non-Educators

Orfentatfions that cducation
should inculcate
Social Concern
No
Yes
Instrumental
Bo n
Yes [1)
Functiot, of education
Informative
No 33
Yes 53

Respondents Trafred in Education

Otrfentatfrns that education
should inculcate
Soctal Coticern
No
Yes
Instrumeatal
Ro 5?
Yes 6d
Function of eduveation
Informative
RNo 33
Yes 80 (p « .10)

Respotdents Not Trained in Edwcation

Orfentations that edwation
should inculcate
Soclal Concetn

No
Yes
tasteumental
Ro k1§
Yes 31 (p < .10)
Function of »ducation
%o i1
Yes €2 (p < ,10)
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programs held true only among the educators. Wheu training in educa-
tion was controlled, it held true only among those respondents trained
in other ficlds.

3. Respondents who believed education should prepare people
for teaching roles were more likely to make system-related criticisms
of the university, pointing to methods, content, facilities, and/or
administration as problem areas and to propose an expansicn of univer-
sity programs.

The former relationship, however, turned out to be true only
with respect to educators; the latter relationship persisted only among
those respondents trained in education,

4. Respondents who believed education should inculcate social
concern were more likely to propose administrative and academic reforms,
such as fewer universities, departmentalization of faculties, full-time
teachers, tighter discipline, university autoncmy, higher calaries, and
a minimization of "enciclopedismo."

This relationship, it turned out, persisted only among educators
and among those trained as such.

5. Respondents who believed that education should inculcate an
instrumental orientation werc more likely to make personnel-rclated
criticism of the university.

This relationship held true only among respondents not trained
as educators.

6. Respondents who identified the educational process to be
primarily an informative one were more likely to make personnel-related
criticisms of the university and to propose administrative .nd academic
solutions.

The former relationship persisted after training in cducatior
was controlled; it held true smong educators after position as educator
or non-educator was controlled. The latter relationship held true only
anong educators and among those trained as such.

By and large, the evidence would suggest that among educators
and those trained as such the roles educaticn should prepare people for,
the orientations it should inculcate, and the functions it should per-
form -- as perceived by them -- tended to be related to their perceptions
with respect to the university level,

This would suggest that educators and those trained as such
tended to dissociate the university from the elementary and secondary
school levels and related their definition of the "objectives" of edu-
cation to their perceptions of the university level. On the other hand,



non-educators showed no tendency to relate their perceptions of the
elementary and secondary or university levels to what they expected
the educational system to do.

Further support for the sugges‘ion of a tendency to dissociate
the elementary and secondary from the university level comes from the
interrelationchips among the respondents' perceptions regarding the
university level and the interrelationships among their perceptions
regarding the elementary and secondary levels,

With respect to the university level: (1) respondents who
cited system-relaied problems were more likely to propose administrative
solutions and (2) those who cited personnel-related problems were more
likely to propose an expansion of university programs (see Table 15).
This would seem to indicate that the respondents tended to believe that
while flaws within the present organization and administration of the
university system might be remedied through streamlining the system,
those who felt that the quality of the students and faculty left much
to be desired believed that an expansion of university programs --
involving far-reaching changes within the present system -- would bring
about improvement in faculty and student competence.

The relation.iip between the definition of university problems
as system-related and the proposal of administrative and academic re-
forms persisted when the respondents' positions as educators or non-
educators and their training as educators or otherwise were controlled
(see Table 16).

However, the relationship of a personnel-related definition of
university problems with the proposal for an expansion of university
programs was significant only among non-educators and respondents
trained in fields other than education. Moreover, among educators,
such personnel-related criticisms tended to be associated with the
proposal of administrative and academic solutions (see Table 16).

While educators, non-educators, and respondents trained as edu-
cators apparently did not differ in the belief that flaws within the
present organization and administration of the university system might
be remedied through "streamliniug' measuress, they disagreed on personnel-
related problems: educators and those trained as such tended to prcpose
academic and administrative solutions while non-educators and those
trained in fields other than education were more likely to propose an
expansion of university programs.

With respect to the elementary and secondary school levels, the
respondents were fairly consistent in that those who cited problems were
likely to point to programs and/or standards. However, there was no
significant relationship between the citing of standards and the sug-
gestion of programs (see Table 17). It appears that the weakest link
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TABLE 15

AFPROACHES TO PROBLEMS IN UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:
NATURE OF CHANGES PROPOSED

(Percentage Distribution by Nature of Criticism)

Expansion of Administrative &
Programs Academic Reforms
Nature of Criticism
Personnel-related
No 23 18
Yes 50 (p < .001) 25
System-related :
No 36 13
Yes 34 47 (p < ,001)

- 71 -

Number

111
105

163
53



TABLE 16

APPROACHES TO PROBLEM3 IN UNIVERSITY EDUCATION:

NATURE OF CHANGES PROPCSED

(Percentage Distribution by Nature of Criticism, with Position
as Educator or Non-Educator and Training in Education

Nature of criticism
Personnel-related
No
Yes
System-related
No
Yes

Nature of criticism
Personnel-related
No
Yes
Syastem-related
No
Yes

Nature of criticism
Persornel-related
No
Yes
System-related
40
Yes

Nature of criticism
Personnel-related
No
Yes
System-related
No
Yes
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or Not in Education Controlled)

Expansion of

Programs

40
53

47
50

13
44

26
21

Educators

Non-Educators

(p < .001)

Administrative &
Academic Reforms

13
31 (p < .10)

15
50 {(p < .01)

21
16

11
45 (p < .001)

Respondents Trained in Education

15
32

15
60 (p < .05)

Regpondents Not Trained in Education

16
41

27
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19
20

12
42 (p < ,001)

Number

40
62

78
24

71

85
29

26
41

52
15

85
64

111
38



TABLE 17
APPROACHES TO PROBLEMS IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

(Percentage Distributions One by the Other)

(Cites Programs Cites Standard
None One Two or Moqg None One or More Ne

Cites Problem

None 72 26 2 60 40

One 50 34 16 45 55

Two or More 22 48 30 (p < .001) 38 62 (p < .10)
Cites Programs

None 48 52

One 44 56

Two or More 41 59
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in the respondents' chain of reasoning with respect to the elementary
and secondary school levels is the matching of programs with performance
standards: there appears to be little correspondence between the stat-
ing of goals and the proposal of means toward these ends.

The lack of a significant relationship between the citation of
standards and the proposal of programs was true both among educators
and non-educators, among people trained in education and those who were
not (see Table 18). Table 18 also shows the following interesting dif-
ferences among the respondents:

1. Non-educators who pointed to problems were also likely to
cite standards. This relationship between the definition of problems
and citation of standards was not true among educators.

2. Respondents trained in fields other than education who
named problems were also likely to cite standards. On the other hand,
respondents trained in education who namzd problems were less likely
to cite standards.

3. Non-educators who pointed to problems were also likely to
suggest programs. This was not true of educators.

4. Respondents trained in fields other than education who
rnamed problems were likely to suggest programs. This was not true
of respondents trained in education.

Earlier findings have suggested the differences that separate
the educators from the non-educators. The present findings point to a
possible factor that may make communication between them more difficult,
While educatcrs are more knowledgeable about educational matters than
non-educatovs are, the present findings indicate that among educators,
there were no relationships among the definition of problems, the pro-
posal of programs, and the citing of standards with respect to the
elementary and seccndary level. This would suggest the tendency of
educators to take a lot for granted (or perhaps, to expect to be be-
lieved on taith) when they talk about the educational system.

Given the different perspectives of educators and non-educators,

the failure or refusal of the educators to state their premises will
create difficulties for any attempt at dialogue.
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TABLE 18

APPROACHES TO PROBLEMS IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Citec Problem
None
One
Two or More
Cites Programs
None
One
Two or More

Cites Problem
None
One
To or More
Cites Programs
None
One
Two or More

Cites Problem
None
One
Two or More
Cites Programs
None
One
Two or More

Cites Problem
None
One
Two or More
Cites Programs
None
One
Two or More

Education or Not in Education Controlled)

Cites Programs

None

60

15

78
58
34

43
35
16

77
55
27

one

33

48

22
48

Respondents Trained in Education

Two or More

Educators

38

Non-Educators

11
17 (p < .02)

{Percentage Distribution One by the Other, with Position
as Educator or Non-Educator and Training in

Cites Standard

None

One or More

57
30
51

Respondents Not Trained in Education

35
32

20
35
4s

2
10
27 (p < .001)

60
58
61

57

31
51
69

47
51
64

71
78
54

53

65

35
48
70

5).
48
53

(p < .02)

{p < .10)

(r < .01)

Number

15
48
31

43
28

23
37

17

20



Respondents' Definitions of the Educational System:
One Process or Separable?

The next question is whether the respondents viewed the educa-
tional process as a single one wherein individuals at appropriate stages
received the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary for them to per-
form their roles in Colombian society.

It would be expected that the respondents who felt that educa-
tion should prepare people for given roles should be consistent in that
they would also propose that education should inculc te those orienta-
tions appropriate to these roles.

The evidence on this point is not very encouraging (see Tables
19 and 20).

1. It was expected that respondents who advocated leadership
roles would also expect the educational system to inculcate an instru-
mental-orientation, This expectation was confirmed.

Moreover, advocacy of leadership roles tended to be more fre-
quent among respondents who proposed the ''general' orientation. This
is not inconsistent, but somewhat more difficult to explain. It is
suggested here that the "general' response -- a vague statement to the
effect that education should produce ''the type of people needed today"
-- simply reflects some vague discontent with the educational system
that the respondents did not quite knew how to verbalize specifically.
Its direct relationship to the advocacy of leadership roles might be
taken as a sign that the respondents were probably unsure or ambivalent
about the orientations that make for the playing of leadership roles.

These direct relationships between the proposal of leadership
roles and the advocacy of an instrumental orientation and a '"gereral"
orientation held true only among non-educators and those trained in
fields other than education. Educators and those trained as such, it
appeared, were not able to think in terms of orientations appropriate
to leadership roles, or perhaps did not think it necessary to do so.

2. It was expected that respondents proposing economic roles
would also expect education to inculcate an instrumental-orientation.
This expectation was strongly disconfirmed.

Moreover, advocates of economic roles tended to be less fre-
quent among those who telt that the educational system should inculcate
social concern or the 'general orientation.' The negative relationship
with social concern would seem to indicate that to quite a number of
respondents, increasing one's wealth is rather inconsistent with con-
cern about the community's welfare. Further, the negative relationship
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TABLE 20
ORIENTATIONS THAT EDUCATION SHOULD INCULCATE
(Percentage Distribution by Roles for Which Education Should Prepare

People, with Position as Educator or Non-Fducator and Training
in Education or Not in Education Controlled)

Instrumental "General"
Educators
Roles for which education
should prepare people
Leadership
No 57 64
Yes 77 73
Economic
No 70
Yes 50 (p < .10)
Non-Educators
Roles for which education
should prepare people
Leadership
No 38 53
Yes 88 (p < .001) 88 (p < .02)
Economic
No 59
Yes 33 (p < ,01)

Respondents Trained in Education

Roles for which education
should prepare people

Leadership
No 55 59
Yes 78 78
Economic
No 70
Yes , 43 {p < .05)

Respondent3 Not Trained in Education

Roles for which education
should prepare people

Leadership

No 43 57

Yes 83 (p < .001) 80 (p < .05)
Economic

No 62

Yes 39 (p < .01)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Nunber

80
22

60
42

97
17

54
60

37
30

119
30

77



with the ''general'' orientation would seem to indicate less uncertainty
among advocates of economic roles as to the personal characteristics
that go into these roles.

The inverse relationship between the advocacy of economic roles
and the proposal of an instrumental-orientation was true among educators
and non-educators, among respondents trained as educators or otherwise.

3. There were no relationships between advocacy of teaching
roles and any of the orientations education was expected to inculcate.

These findings suggest that if the respondents have an incom-
plete grasp of the concept of education as a modernizing agent, this
may be partly traceable to an incomplete understanding of the concept
of modernization itself, particularly its social and psychological im-
plications.

Moreover, it appears that this incomplete grasp of the implica-
tions of development seems to be more frequent among educators. While
educators and non-educators were equally unable to relate any orienta-
tion with teaching roles or to note the contradiction between the pro-
posai of economic roles and the advocacy of pattern orientation, educa-
tors were unable to relate leadership roles to any orientation.

Moreover, the tendency to consider social concern as inconsist-
ent with economic roles seems to suggest a definition of the realth-
enhancing process as a struggle to get the largest share of the pie and
as such, somewhat inconsistent with concern over the lot of one's fellows.

Summary

This chapter may be summed up as a tracing of 'insider-outsider"
differences: people within the educational sector being different from
people outside it, with the former tending to be more able to organize
their perceptions of problems, their choice of standards of evaluation,
and their proposal of means toward solving these problems while the lat-
ter's organization of perceptions, standards, and solutions tended to
be rather haphazard and, if organized, tended to reflect a stand that
was not necessarily to the advantage of the educational sector but

rather tended to be related to the interests -- and perhaps, ignorance
and prejudices -- of the sectors of society outside the educational
system.

This, of course, might have been expected. There would always
be differences in the discussion of a sector of society to which one
individual is affiliated and the other not. The individual not affili-
ated to the sector of society being discussed would tend to approach it
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either in terms of its relationship to the total society or to that
sector of the society to which he is affiliated.

It would be expected that the respondents' views of the educa-
tional process will be conditioned to a large degree by their own ex-
perience, that is, their analysis of the situation, their goals, their
experiences with the means available, and their norms for choosing with
the means available, and their norms for choosing among means and ends.
These experiences are to a large extent, conditioned upon their posi-
tions within society. It is thus more reasonable to suppose that non-
educators had a greater tendency to approach the educational system in
terms of its relationship to the sectors to which they were affiliated.
This relationship -- assuming it was perceived to exist -- could be
viewed as advantageous, disadvantageous, or irrelevant. The non-
educators tended to have a less flattering view of the educational
svstem than did the educators themselves, this point to be discussed at
greater length in Chapter IX.

Suifice it to say at this point that the educators' rather incom-
plete grasp of the sociological and psychological implications of the
developmentul process (this was particularly true of those who were not
trained as educators) and the non-educators' incomplete knowledge about
the educational process and their consequent tendency to approach it in
terms of their sectoral interests suggest that it is a little premature
for a dialogue on the role of education in Colombian national development.
The more immediate task, it would seem, is laying the basis for such a
dialogue, This inability to see the sociological and psychological
implications of the developmental process is especially unfortunate
because it is particularly the preparation of people to play 'modern"
roles and the inculcation of "modern' orientations which constitute
the key roles of the educational system in the developmental process.
Educators would be expected to be the first ones to recognize the
developmental role of the educational system.

Nonewineless, it must be admitted that the educators appear to
have some vague feeling that education should play a role in the de-
velopmental process and many, no doubt, are aware of the lacumae in
their knowledge and, if given the opportunity, would be willing to
learn,

But learning would only be a beginning. There would still
remain the problem of communicating the idea of a developmental role
for the educational system to other inflvzntials in the society. The
problem of bridging the communication gap suggested here would have to
be met.
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CHAPTER VI

THE VIEW OF MODERNIZATION:
DEFINITIONS AND POLICY CHOICES

Overview

The previous chapter traced the Colombian influentials' opinions
about the educational system, suggesting a pattern of "insider-outsider"
differences. It was proposed that the influentials' views of the educa-
tional process were conditioned largely by the positions they occupied.
Similarly, in the description that follows of the influentials' opinions
about development, it is proposed that the distribution of opinions will
tend to reflect differences in the respondents' experience of moderniza-
tion -- experience that, by and large, is conditioned on their positions
within society.

However, unlike the educational process which is the focus of
activity of nearly half of the respondents, the modernization process
is experienced by the respondents by and large indirectly -- the ex-
perience being mediated by the developments in the sector to which each
respondent is affiliated.

This is the basis for the expectation that the distribution of
the respondents' opinions will reflect differences in their positions.
Also supporting this expectation are the previous findings which sug-
gest that position tends to explain more differences in attitude,
opinions, and proposals than do the respondents' perception of the
problems and their norms for evaluating performance.

What follows is a description of the distribution of: (1) the
Colombian influentials' choices of four programs to which they would
assign priority in the master-plan of national development, with parti-
cular emphasis on the number of (a) economic programs, (b) educational
programs, (c) instrumental programs, and (d) value-expressive programs
they selected; (2) their definitions of development; and (3) the rela-
tionship between their choice of programs and their definitions of
development,

The distribution of the programs chosen and definitions of

development will be described in terms of position (sector in which
the respondent exercises influence}, personal characteristics (age,
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region of origin, family background), and knowledge and attitudes
(recent developments in politics, economics, and education).

It will be noted that some of these choices deal with the per-
ception of the total modernization process while others deel with speci-
fic facets of it -- facets that have direct impact on only one or two
sectors of society. Particularly with respect to the latter, it was
expected that there would be a tendency for the respondents' opinions
to reflect their sectoral interests. The extent to which sectoral
interests would affec: opinions on modernization would to a large de-
gree depend upon whether develcpment is conceived of as a multidimen-
sional integrated process or whether it is viewed as the growth of one
sector at the expense of the other.

In the former case, the .nfluential would be more likely to
adopt the stance of a rational man, a } :son who views the situation,
weighs the costs and benefits, and decides on the most efficient and
ceffective coursc of action. In the latter case, the influential would
be more likely to adopt the stance of a guardian-spokesman who scans
the environment for opportun’ _ivs and dangers for his sector and tends
to limit his participatioi in the public dialogue to an apclogia for
sectoral interests,

Patterns of Cholce: Sets of Programs

Though attitude toward education was rather unfavorable, it is
interesting to note that the respondents did not hesitate to recommend
education when asked to name the four programs they would emphasize if
they were to design a master plan for Colombian national development
over the next decade.

Specifically, 73 per cent named elementar,” education -- the
program most frequently namea. Seccndary and university education,
naned respectively by 38 and 39 per cent of the respondents, were
favored after agricultural development (61 per cent), ec..omic develop-
meat (54 per cent) and public health and nutrition (53 per cent) and
preferred to political reform (36 per cent) and public works (31 per
cent).

Also of interest is the number of educational programs (elemen-
tary, seccondary, and university education) chosen: 10 per cent chose
none: 52 per cent, one; 22 per cent, two; and 15 percent, three. The
interpretation of these figures may become clearer if they are compared
to the pattem of choices for economic programs (agricultural develop-
ment, economic development, and public works): 11 per cent chose no
economic programs; 40 percent, one; 42 per cent, two; and seven per
cent, three,



There is still another way of classifying the programs -- the
three economic programs plus political reform may be termed the instru-
mental programs while the three educational programs plus public health
and nutrition may be termed the valuc-expressive programs.

Of the instrumental programs, eight per cent of the respondents
chose none; 22 per cent, one; 51 per cent, two, 18 per cent, three; and
one per cent, four. Of the value-expressive programs, five per cent
chose none; 19 per cent, one; 91 per cent, two; 21 per cent, three; and
five per cent, four.

As might have been expected, influentials in the educational
sector, educators, respondents trained in education, and respondents
more knowledgesble svout recent developments in education were likely
to propose a greater number of educational programs. Influentials in
the religious sector showed a similar pattern. Also, Bogota residents
were twice as likely as non-residents to propose two educational pro-
grams and, compared to these two Colombian groups, foreligners were
least likely to propose all three educational programs (see Table 21).

With respect to the number of cconomic programs proposed,
Table 21 also shows that educational influentials, educators, and those
trained as educators were likely to propose fewer economic programs,
Number of economic programs proposed was also related to influence in
the cconomic sector as well as to knowledge about recent developments
in economics and politics,

Not surprisingly, the patterns of choice of instrumental and
value-expressive programs do not differ very much from the patterns of
choice of economic and educational programs respectively. Table 22
shows that influentials in the educational sector, educators, respond-
ents trained as educators, those morec knowiedgeable about developments
in education, and those more favorable toward these developments were
likely to name more value-expressive programs; all respondents with
legal training were likely to name fewer value-expressive programs.

The reverse pattern was true with respect to the number of instrumental
programs chosen. Knowledge about recent developments in economics and
politics as well as attitude toward these developments were also related
to number of instrumental programs chosein.

Patterns of Choice: Specific Programs

As regards specific programs, the significant relationships are
as follows (see Table 23):

1. The choice of economic development was inversely related
to (a) infiuence in education, (b) status as an educator, and (c) age.
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2. The choice of agricultural development was: (a) inversely
related to status as an educator; and (b) with respect to influence in
education, high influentials resembled low influentials in being less
likely to suggest agricultural development than middle- and non-
influentials,

3. Public works was more likely to be recommended the more
knowledge the respondent possessed about developments in the economic
and political sectors.

4. The choice of elementary educstion, less frequent among the
high educational influentials than among the middle-, low-, and non-
influentials, was more frequent among (a) respondents nore knowledgeable
about developments in the political and economic sectors, (b) Colombians,
and (c) respondents over 60.

5. The choice of sccondary education was less likely among non-
influentials in education than among influentials; among the educational
influentials, however, the choice of secondary cducation was less likely
the more influential the respondent was. Secondary education tended to
be chosen less often by the respondents who were most favorable and
those who were less favorable toward developments in the economic and
political sectors.

6. The advocacy of university education was directly related
to (a) influence in education, (b) knowledge about educational develop-
ment, (c) favorableness toward educational developments, and (d) posi-
tion as educatoi or non-educator.

7. ‘the proposal of public health and nutrition was not signi-
ficantly related to any of the independent variables, indicating that
whichever vay the population was split, there would be approximately
52 per cont of each subgroup that would consider public health and
nutrition vo be a component of the modernization program.

8. Political reform was (a) more likely to be endorsed by
respondents influential in "other" fields (residual category of sectors
of influence); (b) inversely related to age; and, (c) most likely (and
equally likely) among individuals who were least favorable and most
favorable to recent deveiopments in the economic and political sectors.

Definitions of Development

0a the other hand, the respondents' choices of programs for
inclusion in a master plan of national development could reflect dif-
ferences in the way they defined national development rather than their
positions.
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There are many ways of defining development. One could, for
instance, define development primarily in cconomic terms, in political
terms, in terms of the effectiveness of institutions such as the educa-
tion, the Church, the media, and other organizations that define, ex-
plain, and interpret roles, values, and norms, or in terms of indi-
viduals' self-fulfillment, i.e., a higher standard of living, an
ability and motivation to perform one's roles, an ability to reconcile
different roles, etc. Or, to express this classification in the teimi-
nology intreduced here carlier, a definition of development may empha-
size the wealth-related capability, the power-related capability, the
solidarity-related capability, or the character-building capability.

One might also classify definitions of development according
to whether the definition is task-oriented or pattern-oriented, depend-
ing upon whetlier the respondent stresses the instrumental capabilities
(the wealth- and power related capabilities) of the society and a task-
orientation on the part of the individual or whether he stresses the
value-expressive capabilities {the solidarity-related and character-
building capabilities) of the scciety and a pattern-orientation on the
part of the individual.

One might also classify definitions of development according to
whether they are systematic or ncn-systemic, i.e., whether they take
into account an enhancement of all four societal capabilities or
whether they do not.

Fifty per cent of the respondents stressed the wealth-related
capability; 13 per cent, the power-related capability; 54 per cent, the
solidarity-related capability, and 54 per cent, the character-building
capability., Forty-three per cent of the respondents' definitions of
development had an instrumental emphasis; 48 per cent had a value-
expressive emphasis. Only 15 per cent of the respondents had a
systemic view of development.

Of the data presented in Table 24, the following may be noted:

1. A wealth-related definition was (a) directly related to
knowledge of developments in economics and politics, but (b) inversely
related to training in education and to influence in the Church. 1t
was not significantly related to training in business or economics,
influence in the economy, or attitudes toward developments in economics
and politics.

2. A power-related definition was inversely related to train-

ing in business or economics, this being the only significant relation-
ship. 1t had no significant relationship with legal training, with

. 88 «



O

[T R
MrsITion of Mwicren”

Creeceatoge Datrivetice by Qoctst of Tnflvence, Profrasice, Notlona]l Ovigia, Age, Faatle Beclgrewmd,
Flace of Posldence, Trofaind, Bacwlodge, and Bttitede)

Feoatehe Pt Oelidasstys ONoracters ok Tottorn yetesie
Leluted Bejsted Petjdioa Drlented Drjentef !nﬂpg patey
Better of Taflwence:
eencey!
Tafleeatio) s [} 1 13 2 (1] 4 n a0
Foe- 1o vertlale 11 n (1] [} [} (3] 1 17
Oevrrment!
righ LaNwantisle (1] 1 » 3 » n 1 [}
Lew Soflventiole 3] 13 u 3] 11 o 14 »
Bee foflventiole N 1 o <.t “" " » n (31}
Ubscationr
megh bnNwentiels (1] 1 “ ” ” » 1 "
Ridete Callventiale L] 13 [ 1] L] b1] 124 10 o]
Lew soflsenttale sb ] *° 3] . 3} 1t "
R 10fiventtale " " %t .M ar Y} [N/, 11 m
[
1sfwatinle '3 [} “ b n 1] 11 "
feo-teflwetiale DY) n £} [}] “ [ 11 L3
L3 1¢]
1eflwentiodn « 13 » | od 43 4 1 b
Nee-1oflwertale » 1 A (1] (3 (L] 1< an it
Pretogiton
Feocatet ) 1" [} o 3] L1 13 1.3
o ebaoter ] 13 LRI A L1 “ WHpemy OB 1m
Petfons) Oripin:
Crlowk oy 4 n (1] .0 3] [ 1 m
Prenigt [} 11 1] » (13 [}] 10 ¢80 111
Todet W “ 1] 3} " (3 » 14 (3}
L L] 1t 1)) " [ ] ”" 3] n "
| ) o [} (3] [} 1" “ " “
tver W 9 1s ] H et “H e n n 1% »n
taily Vo:hpromd:
el 1] . ) " [} ) 1"
Rew 211te 0 134 ] [3) [ n (1)
fradieioml pline L od 11 (1} (Y] " 11 [
Preotgre? " 113 (1) [ [¥] IR X 3} ”
Maca et forldeace:
b 2] o3 11 " bl ”" [ 1Y L
(1} " . 1L . b1 1w "
Poenigee . " o 1o . 3} [N ) ”
Mateig:
Towcatlre et Retaviets] petiaoe
b od o] " " L] 1] " ] 149
Tos Raoew Ny <. o "oy % 1] +
Roefoats *t broarddcet
e N " u a0 [} it 1" 142
Tor 3t C o.M u (3 n [
tow
[ ol 1] (1) » A bl v e
ey L4 111 [} [y 4 3} 1 n
Medtcimn, ogiertig. maters) oxiema:
b (1} 1 (1) [t ) 3] 1" m
Ter » 13 L <M " LN )] Moean "
Bavitier, Jewrml{ry. theclegy:
e (1] )} o (3] At » 1] 139
bl 51 L} “ L] (1] (Y] " 114
tacwledpe:
vl pEr-te (1 ecenelty ol pelity:
1200 ) rolpiygestie n 13 n » o [t} ] o
Lvlofentla % " - - (24 L t2 »
re tarvieiyertie Hocn 1 Wy eean (3] (1] L g 1) 1im
e oparet Ly sdwatire:
Leee kvetelgentie » 1 2] n [¥] ay [} ]
Breetofyentta [ 1 - s ) [ n 13
Ner bvvinlyentte a " a3 Ay <. ® ] $? 10 tp < .1 m
Bt teedes:
Tevelopurets ta proncey o Pkt
Lesst fremite st " ] 1 4 M "
Lore froctdile as $ b 2] (3] 13 11 "
Rry fevordile 4 14 0 L34 1 n 17" ”»
L3 Lastiudld " " " » " " ” L]
Tveinptmate fa rdvcrtize:
Levet Prmmibie 3 ] “ » ] 19 ] ol
Lrrs Precedile L1} b3} (3] (3] [} ”» 1 »n
Ny feverdhle 3] 1 n " a3 n t »
femerette 21 n 5 " L] s 11 »
"Ris thTe shewe vhe rrapowes tr fh otefens: (1) “Here 900 vum fuet{on et 90tioaet feeeTpaewt (o OYwf(e. Piret. dm gre Nocwy Orlirutie wrticet
Srval-rvevt. Bt Iy the wstten e pow Priverily Yhidkiog Whew™; Y “Ta e nines, *_ich 10 et et BevT g (4 Bt e tety™: o
) “Pertare pou e Blresly tr1d 08 Yhie T2 pout prevised ol t. Bet Se pra Devek o CPMlregte e irplrst’ Th rtind pre IS chewetwy Sy TRt

Lo o1

et o prawt. el eted Yeoporwes wert PEIL B B0 g fETTEERRYS] B oWk rrTewtetion.  Boltimivy. sull dsrmeret-teloted resprases Gare sotld te Rave @ welwe-
RPrEETINE U pertery oriewtetiet. [ tempentent de wmit M0 (Tt Its] W AT Crrree Ive reacuse 0t Temrt cirice su comifered B teve Bt ferted N tewrtreanrtel B
Yo rprriston Bievtetioa, Pespectively.

L rripndvmt 99 cowrtivred 00 S0 B T Vvt b e Tapbwe 1f S mrteowed 011 Frm Bt @ AMIfTtRe,

< 89 «

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



influence in government, or with knowledge and ?ttitudes regarding
recent developments in politics and economics.3

3. A solidarity-rclated definition was related to (a) training
in education, direct; (b) position as an educator, direct; (c) influence
in government with a slightly higher percentage of low influentials
giving a solidarity-related definition than did non-influentials;

(d) influence in education, with 54, 60, and 60 per cent of the high,
middle, and low influentials, respectively, giving this definition, as
compared with 33 per cent of the non-influentials; and (e) knowledge
about recent developments in economics and politics, with 59, 34, and
48 per cent of the less knowledgeable, knowledgeable, and more knowl-
edgeable respondents, respectively, making a solidarity-related
definition,

4. A definition of development emphasizing character-building
was related to place of interview, with the respondents residing in
Bogot4 nearly one and one-half times more likely than non-Bogota or
foreign respondents to define development in this manner.

S. A task-oriented definition of development was significantly
related to age, with 67 per cent of the respondents under 40 manifesting
an instrumental orientation, as cowpared to 35 per cent for respondents
in their 40's and 50's and 44 per cent for respondents in their 60's,

6. A pattern-oriented definition of development was (a) more
likely among educational influentials, with the low influentials being
most prone to make such a definition, (b) directly related to position
as an educator, ar' (c) directly related to training in medicine, science
or engineering.

Relationships between Program Choices and
Definitions of Development

It was expected that the respondents' choices of programs to be
emphasized in a program of national develupment would reflect their
definitions of development. By and large, this expectation is confirmed
(see Table 25). Taking the recommended programs singly: (1) economic

31Of the relationships among the four definitions of development
by societal capability emphasiied, only that between wealth and power
approached significance, with 67 per cent of those who emphasized
political development stressing economic development as well,
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TABLE 25
INDIVIDUAL FRUGRAMS RECOMMENDED

(Percentage Diatribution by Definitlons of Develspment)

Economic Agricultural Elementary Secondary
velopment Developnent Educatlon Education Number
Wealth-related:
No 93 26 42 109
Yes 57 8 (p < .0%) 10 35 107
Pover-related:
No 53 59 15 40 189
Yes 56 " [ 3] 6 2?7
Solidarity-relat
No 59 62 €6 29 116
Yes 4 (< 10) 59 81 (p < .05) A9 (p < ,01) 100
Character-building:
No 59 63 70 k) 116
Yes &7 (p < .10) 58 " 45 (p < ,10) 100
Task-oriented:
No 51 56 7 42 124
Yes 58 67 68 M 92
Pattetn-orlented:
No 59 &2 65 b13 112
Yes 48 (] 82 (p < .01) &) 104
Systemfzt
No 5? 61 12 )8 184
Yes 38 (p < .10) 59 81 44 n
University Public Health Political
Education Pudblic Works & Nutriticon Reform Number
Yeslth-related:
No 40 28 50 38 109
Yes b1 3% 55 1) 107
Power-related:
Ro (14 3 54 k2 189
Yes ) 30 & 10 (p < .001) 27
Soltdarity-telates:
No M 3] $0 &0 116
Yes [}] 26 56 n 110
Character-bdutlding:
No 3y 29 &2 » 118
Yes &0 3} €0 (p < .10) 34 110
Task-otfented:
Ko 38 N 55 n 124
Yes 3] 30 $0 A2 92
Pattern-otiented:
Ro 3 )0 (11 3 N2
Tes 3 32 €0 {p < .10) n 104
Systende:
No )» 30 52 35 18
Yes [} 1 38 $9 M 32
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O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

PR R TR S T §



development tended to be selected less often by respondents who cmpha-
sized solidarity or character-building; (2) agricultural development
tended to be chosen more often by those who stressed wealth; (3) elemen-
tary educatior tended to be advocated more often by respondents who
stressed solidarity or pattern-orientation; (4) secondary education
tended to be advocated by those who emphasized solidarity or character-
building; (5) public health tended to be named by respondents who
stressed character-building or pattern-orientation; and (6) political
reform tended to be urged by those who stressed power.

The above significant relationships support the cxpectation that
respondents would tend to name programs consistent with their definition
of development.

There remains the question, however, as to whether definition of
development or secctor of affiliation is a more economical explanation for
the respondents' program choices since, after all, definitions of devel-
opment themselves terd to reflcct sector of affiliation.

To this end, the patterns of choosing economic, educational,
instrumental, and value-expressive programs inight be of interest (see
Tables 26 and 27).

1. Educational programs tended to be chosen less often by re-
spondents whose definitions of develo,ment stressed cither wealth or
power. In contrast, more educational programs tended to be selected by
respondents defining development in terms of enhancing solidarity.

when position or training was controlled, however, the inverse
relationship of number of educational programs chosen with a power-related
definition and with a wealth-related definition of development disappeared.
The direct relationship between number of educational programs chosen and
a solidarity-related definition of development held true among non educa-
tors (p < .05) and among respondents trained as educators (p ¢ .05); the
relationship was inverse among respondents not trained as educators

(p < .10).

These findings would suggest the importance of position in deter-
mining how many educational programs were chosen. Only amohg non-
educators who gave a solidarity-related definition of development, i.e.,
a definition overriding sectoral interests, did definition of develop-
nent seem to have an effect on number of educational programs chosen,

2. More economic programs tended to be selected by respondents
defining development in terms of an increase in wealth or tisk-orienta-
tion; they tended to be chosen less often by respondents who stressed
solidarity in their definitions of development.
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The relationship of number of economic programs chosen with
wealth-related or task-oriented definitions of development disappeared
when position was controlled but remained significant among respondents
trained in fields other than education (p < .02 and p < .05, respectively).
Again, this suggests the greater cxplanatory power of sectoral interest:
sectoral interest, it appears, tends to be the main determining factor
for program choices, though its power of determination is qualified
somewhat by the training of the respondents.

To the extent that definition of development itself tends to
reflect the respondents' sectoral interests, it is not surprising that
respondents who defined cevelopment in solidarity-related terms were
less prone to suggest two nr more economic programs. When position and
training were controlled, educotors and those trained as such were sig-
nificantly more likely to propose one economic program (p < .05 and
p < .01, respectively), while non-educators were more likely to propose
one or more (p < .10). This suggests the influence of sectoral interest:
the program chcices dictated by sectoral interests tend to limit the
number of non-educational programs that may be chosen, regardless of
their importance for the develoomental process.

3. Value-expressive programs tended to be chosen more often by
respondents whose definitions of development stressed solidarity,
character-building, or pattern-orientation. They were less often chosen
by respondents who emphasized power in their definition of development.

The direct relationships of number of value-expressive programs
chosen with the solidarity-related or pattern oriented definitions of
development remained significant after training was controlled; after
position was controlled, they remained significant among non-educators
(p < .01 and p < .10, respectively). Educators and those trained in
fields other than education who defined development in terms of
character-building were more likely to suggest more value-expressive
programs (p < .05 and p < .02, respectively). The inverse relationship
be tteen number of valuec-expressive programs and power-related definition
of development disappeared when training or pcsition was controlled.

4. In contrast, instrumental programs tended to be chosen more
often by respondents whose definitions of development emphasized power-
or task-orientation. They were less often selected by respondents whose
definitions of development assigned high priority to solidarity or
character-building.

When position was controlled, the significant relationships of
number of instrumental programs chosen with a power-related, task-
oriented, or character-building definition of development disappeared.
When training was controlled, the rclationship with a power-related
definition persisted among respondents trained in fields other than
education (p < .02). When position was controlled, it turned out that
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among educators, there was no relationship between number of instrumen-
tal programs chosen and a solidarity-related definition of development;
among non-educators, however, the rclationship was an inverse one

(p < .01).

By and large, these findings suggest that position alone is a
sufficient explanation for the direct relationships between number of
educational, economic, value-expressive, or instrumental programs pro-
posed and definition of development -- as far as educators are con-
cerned: with respect to non-educators, the direct relationships of a
solidarity-related definition of development with number of educational
or value-expressive programs proposed continued to hold after position
was controlled.

When training was controlled, there was a great tendency for the
relationship between number of programs proposed and definitions of
development to disappear with respect to respondents trained in fields
other than education; with respect to respondents trained in education,
the relationships tended to persist.

Summarx

By and large, respondents' choices of programs to be emphasized
in a program of national development tended tc be consistent with their
definitions of development in terms of the societal capability to be em-
phasized. It was not clear, however, whether definition of development
or the respondents' positions were a sufficient explanation for the pat-
tern of program choices. The number of educational, economic, value-
expressive, and instrumental programs chosen were further analyzed and
it appeared that at least, with respect to educators, position was a
sufficient explanation for many of their program choices. This was not
true of non-educators who defined development in solidarity-related
terms. This would seem to indicate that when a respondent defines de-
velopment in terms that do not reflect his sectoral interests, this
definition has an effect on his program choices.

The relationships between program choices and definitions of
development tended to disappear among respondents trained in fields
other than education but tended to persist among thcse trained as edu-
cators. Thais would seem to indicate that people trained as educators
had a greater tendency to be guided in their choice of programs by their
definitions of development.
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CHAPTER VII

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS:

FIT OR LACK OF FIT?

gyerview

Whzc has been demonstrated so far is the respondent's ability --
or inabjlity -- to be consistent in discussing the educational system
on the one hand and the social system on the other.

The question now to be answered is whether they were able to
integrate the educational system into the process of national develop-
~ment. Put in other terms, the idea of education playing a role in
national development presupposes the ability of policy-makers to recog-
nize the use to which education may be placed in the modernization
process.

Two issues may be raised in this connection: First, do the
respondents' definitions of development have some bearing on (1) their
attitudes toward education; (2) the standards they use in evaluating
education; (3) the problems they perceive in the educational system;
and (4) the policies they suggest for meeting these problems?

Second, do these perceptions and evaluations of the educational
system itave some bearing on their choice of programs to be emphasized in
a program of national development?

Another way of getting some indication of the extent to which
the respondents have succeeded in integrating the educational system
into the process of national development is to note their responses as
to which sectors they feel should be included in educational planning.

Relationship between Definitions of Development
and Opinions about Education

The following points regarding the relationships among the re-
spondents' definitions of development and their attitudes and percep-
tions concerning the educational system may be noted:
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1, Attitude toward cducation. There were no significant rela-
tionships between attitude toward education and any of the seven ways in
which development may be defined.

This would indicate that attitude toward the educational system
as heing a force for change, as progressing as fast as the society, and
as being an asset to society, was not significantly related to the re-
spondents' ideas about modernization. This would seem to suggest that
their evaluations of education are only peripherally related to its per-
formance in the developmental process.

2, Comments on elementary and secondary education. There were
no significant relationships between the respondents' comments on elemen-
tary and secondary education -- whether these comments were treated
separately or consclidated -- and any of the seven ways in which devel-
opment may be defined.

This would imply that elementary and secondary education do not
enter into the respondents' conceptions of the modernization process.
Apparently, whatever the respondents feel about the modernization process
has little implication for the elementary and secondary schools.,

This apparent neglect of the possible role the elementary and
secondary schools could play in the developmental process would seem to
be one of the major lacunae in the respondents' grasp of the implica-
tions of modernization, not only of the impact the elementary and
secondary schools would have on the process of social mobilization but
also of the dislocations associated with a great number of school drop-
outs who are not well-educated enough to be politically and economically
participant.

3. Comments on university education: evaluative norms. The
following relationships were significant: '

a., With respect to the roles for which ednucation should
prepare people, respondents whose definitions of development emphasized
wealth or power were more likely to suggest economic roles (see Table 28).

This relationship between the suggestion of economic roles and a
wealth-related detinition of development proved to be true only among
educators (p < .05) and those trained as such (p < .01). Non-educators
who conceived of development in economic terms were not able to sece a
possible role for the educational system in this regard. The relation-
ship between a suggestion of economic roles and a power-related defini-
tion of development was true only among non-educators (p < ,02) and re-
spondents trained in fields other than education (p < .02). It would
appear that non-educators who defined development in political terms
were not only aware of the need for a certain amount of economic
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development -- perhaps to undergird this political development -- but
were also able to see that the educational system might assist the
developmental process by preparing people for economic roles. Unfortu-
nately, this perception did not seem to be shared by the educators.

b. With respect to the orientations the educational system
is to inculcate in people, Table 29 indicates that: (1) respondents
whose definitions stressed character-building or task-orientation were
more likely to propose the inculcation of social concern; (2) respondents
whose definitions emphasized character-building or pattern-orientation
were likely to suggest the inculcation of task-orientation; and (3) re-
spondents whose definitions assigned priority to solidarity or character-
building were more likely to propose the inclucation of pattern-
orientation,

The rather surprising relationship between the recommendation
that the educational siystem inculcate task-orientation and a pattern-
oriented view of development turned out to be spurious: when position
as an educator or non-educator and training as an educator or otherwise
were controlled, the relationship disappeared. The relationship between
a definition of development emphasizing character-building and the pro-
posal that the educational system inclucate task-orientation was true
only among educators (p < .10).

Further, the relationship between the proposal that the educa-
tional system inculcate pattern-orientation and a solidarity-related
definition of development did not hold among educators. However, non-
educators who defined development in solidarity-related terms were less
likely to propose the inculcation of pattern-orientation {p < .10).

¢c. HWith respect to the functions the educational system was
perceived as serving, respondents whose definitions stressed wealth or
character-building were more likely to perceive the educational process
as an informative one (see Table 30).

The definition of the educational process as primarily an infor-
mative one proved to be related to a wealth-related conception of de-
velopment only among non-educators (p < .05) and those respondents
trained as educators (p < .01). The informative definition of the edu-
cational process was related to a character-building definition of
development only among respondents trained as educators.

It would appear that the non-educators -- and the respondents
trained as educators -- realized that economic development would require
information beyond what they perceive the educational system is presently
transmitting. Moreover, it was only the respondents trained as educa-
tors who apparently perceived that character-building, i.e., the ability
and willingness of cthe individual to perform his roles adequately, also
required more information than what seemed to be transmitted by the
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present system. This would appear to be a difference among educators
-- traceable to whei'ier they were trained as such or not.

4, Comments on university education: definition of the problem.
There were no significant relationships between the respondents' defini-
tion of university problems as personnel-related or system-related and
any of the seven ways in which development may be defined (see Table 31),
but among respondents trained as educators, those who defined development
in solidarity-related terms were more likely to define the problems of
the university system in impersonal terms.

5. Comments on university education: proposed solutions. The
following relationships were significant (see Table 31).

a. Respondents whose definitions of development stressed
solidarity or pattern-orientation were more likely to propose an expan-
sion of university programs. This relationship, however, disappeared
when position and training were controlled.

b. Respondents whose definitions emphasized wealth or
task-orientation were more likely to propose administrative solutions.

When position and training were controlled, however, it appeared
that only those trained as educators, if they defined development in
wealth-related terms, were more ready to propose administrative and
academic solutions (p < .05). This tendency on the part of such re-
spondents may stem from their ability to define educational problems in
system- rather than personnel-related terms. On the other hsnd, non-
educators and those respondents trained in fields other than education
who defined development in task-oriented terms were more likely to pro-
pose administrative and academic solutions (p < .05 and p < .10,
respectively).

Relationships between Programs Chosen and
Opinions about Education

It would be expected that the respondents' evaluations and per-
ceptions relative to the educational system would have some relationship-
with their choice of programs to be emphasized in a program of national
development., This would be particularly true of educational programs,
the choice of which would be dependent to a certain degree on the re-
spondents' definition of development, their view of the role education
should play in enhancing this key capability or orientation, their evalu-
ation of ti.e educational system's performance in this respect, and, if
this evaluation is unfavorable, their views as to how the performance
of the educational system might be improved.
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This reasoning, of course, presupposes the rational-man model
of the Colombian influential. The spokesman-guardian model, however,
would suggest that these perceptions and evaluations are conditioned by
the respondents! position in the first place and that the best predictor
of programs chosen would be the respondents' positions.

Tables 32, 33, and 34 are cross-tabulations of the programs
recommended -- singly and in combination -- by respondents' comments
on the educational system. The salient points follow:

1. The suggestion of more educational programs was more likely
among respondents who felt the educational system should (a) prepare
people for teaching roles, (b) inculcate pattern-orientation, and (c) be
improved through an expansion of programs. However, the relationship
between number of educational programs proposed and the suggestion that
the educational system should prepare people for teaching roles disap-
peared when position and training were controlled.

A belief in the conservative function of education among the
educators themselves is suggested by the finding that educators who felt
that education should inculcate pattern-orientation were more likely to
propose two or more programs (p < .10)., This relationship also held
true among respondents trained in fields other than education (p < .02).

The recommendation of educational programs and the suggestion of
an expansion of university operations are conceptually closely related
and, not surprisingly, this relationship held true among educators, non-
educators, and respondents trained as educators. It was not significant,
however, among respondents who had not been trained in education.

2. The suggestion of economic programs was more likely among
respondents who felt that the educational system should inculcate task-
orientation.

However, this relationship disappeared when position and train-
ing were controlled. Again, it is disconcerting to note that the re-
spondents seemed unable to perceive that more economic programs would
open new positions and roles that would have to be filled by people with
the appropriate orientations; or, if they did, they did not see the
educational system as being able to inculcate the appropriate orienta-
tions. This suggestion is supported by the lack of any relationship
between the proposal of economic programs and the suggestion that the
educational system should yrepare people for economic roles. This rela-
tionship was true of both educators and non-educators -- and even of the
economic influentials!

If the suggestion made carlier that the educators tended to view

the function of education as primarily conservative is accepted, it might
be added here that non-educators perhaps saw the educational system in
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the same light and would thus be rather hesitant to consider the educa-
tional system as an appropriate vehicle for preparing people for "modern'
roles and inculcating in them "modern' orientations.

3. The proposal of more value-expressive programs was (a) less
likely among advocates of lcadership roles; (b) more likely among those
who viewed the educational process as an informative one; and (c¢) more
likely among proponents of an expansion of university programs.

The suggestion of a certain amount of distrust toward the educa-
tional system with respect to preparing people for modern roles is
strengthened by the inverse relationship between number of value-expres-
sive programs chosen and the proposal that education should prepare
people for lcadership roles. When position and training were controlled,
this relationship remained significant among non-educators (p < .05)
while the significant relationship tetween number of value-expressive
programs proposed and the advocacy oy an expansion of university pro-
grams disappeared.

4. The choice of more instrumental programs was less likely
among those who (a) saw the educational process as an informative onc;
or (b) advocated the expansion of university programs.

Non-educators and respondents trained in education who defined
development in wealth-related terms wer: more likely to express the be-
lief that education was a formatjve process (p < .05 and p < .01, re-
spectively). However, it appears that ine respondents were unable to
sce that modernization also calls for motivatioi, i.e., formation, or
that the respondents did not feel that the type of formation provided
by the educational system was appropriate. Either suggestion is sup-
ported by the lack of a relationship between the number of instrumental
programs proposed and the advocacy of a formative function for education:
educators who proposed more instrumental programs were less likely to
advocate a formative function for education (p < .05), ~—

When position was controlled, the relationship between number of
instrumental programs suggested and the proposal of expanded university
programs disappeared. On the other hand, educators who proposed more
instrumental programs were more likely to believe that education should
prepare people for leadership roles (p < .10).

5. Economic development was not significantly related to any
comnent on the educational systen.

6. The proposal of agricultural development was less likely
among those who (a) in commenting on elementary and secondary education,
cited standards; and (b) thought that the educational system should pre-
pare people for teaching roles.
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7. The suggestion of e.ementary education was (a) more frequent
among proponents of economic roles; and (b) less frequent among advocates
of administrative reforms.

8. The proposal of secondary education was more frequent among
advocates of (a) teaching -oles, (b) pattern-orientation, (c) a personnel-
related definition of educational problems, and (d) an expansion of
university programs.

9. ‘The advocacy of university education tended to be more fre-
quent among proponents of (a) teaching roles, (b) task-orientation,
(¢) the "general' orientation, and (d) administrative solutions to edu-
cational progiems,

16. The proposal of public works was less frequent among those
who felt that the educational system should inculcate social concern.

11. The suggestion of public health and nutrition was less fre-
quent among proponents of leadership roles or pattern-orientation, but
wos more frequent amung advocates of social concern.

12. The suggestion of political reform was less likely among
vhose who felt that the educational system should inculcate pattern-
orientation or who saw the educational process as a formative one; it
was more likely among respondents who cited standards, least frequent
among those who cited programs.

Opinions about Who Should Be Involved
in Educational Planning

The respondents' opinions as to which institutions should be
invoived in educational planning are important in the sense that they
indicate the respondents' beljefs as to which sector of society the
educational system should be responsive to and/or from which sector
of society the educational system might profit (see Table 35.).

1. Businessmen, economists, scientists, and/or subject-matter
specialists were proposed by 31 per cent ¢ the respondents with the
fcllowing groups being more likely to do s0:  (a) educational influen-
tials, (b) educators, (c) people more knowledgeable about recent educa-
tional developments, (d) people who gave a wealth-related definition
of development, and (e) people whose definitions of development mani-
fested a task-orientation,

This proposal was also significantly related to attitude toward

education: respondents making this suggestion were less likely to ex-
press a qualified attitude toward education. As this is an issue related
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to primary and sccondary education, it might be expected that there would
te some relationships between this proposal and the respondents' comments
on primary and secondary education. There was a relationship -- but only
among respondents trained as educators. Respondents trained as cducators
who cited standards were more likely to propose the inclusion of repre-
sentatives from the economic and scicentific sectors in the educational
plarning process.

These findings would seem to indicate that educators as well as
representatives of the economic sector were agreed on the appropriate-
ness, even the necessity, of businessmen, economists, scientists and/or
subject matter specialists' participation in the prcoess of educational
planning. This seemed particularly true among those respondents who
conceived of development primarily in economic or task-oriented temms.

2. Twenty-four per cent of the respondents suggested that family
heads and/or the Roman Catholic Church should participate in the process
of educational planning. With the exception of the economic sector,
there was no significant relationship between this proposal and any of
the position, personal, kiowledge, or attitude variables.

This would imply that if the population were split in any way
other than between economic influentials and non-influentials, there
would be about one-fourth in each group who would suggest the partici-
pation of family heads and/or the Roman Catholic Church.

Economic influentials were less likely to propose the participa-
tion of famiiy heads and/or the Church. This omission may suggest that
to the economic influentials, the participation of family heads or the
Church would make little difference in the process ci educational
planning.

3. As might have been expucted, wducational entities were named
quite often: faculties of education, 44 per cent; universities, 13 per
cent; educational administrators, 12 per cent; and the private sector of
education, 11 per cent.32 Over half of the respondents suggested the
participation of one educational institution in the process of educational
planning, 14 per cent naming two or more, and 35 per cent naming none.
Educators, as might have been expected, were more prone to suggest two
or more educational institutions. On the other hand, economic influentials
were onc-eighth as likely to name two or more educational institutions.

32These percentages are high, particularly when they are com-
pared to the percentages for parents and the Catholic Church that are
generally recogniized to have some say in the field of education.
Sixteen per cent mentioned the Church and 14 per cent mentioned parents.
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The tendency of the economic influentials to minimize the number
of educational institutions that should participate in educational plan-
ning -- coupled with their omission of the Church and family heads (who
are, in a Catholic country like Colombia, generally recognized as having
some say in the area of education) -- would lend support to the sugges-
tion that the cagerness of the :conomic influentials to participate in
cducational planning springs less from a willingness to share their
expertisc as from a desire to fashion the educational system according
to their own priorities.

Nonetheless, it must be pointed out that respondents who sug-
gested that the economic and scientific sectors be representea in the
educational planning process were also likely to suggest the representa-
tion of the Church and family heads. This was true among bcth educators
and non-cducators. There was no such relationship, however, among
respondents trained as educators.

Summary

The evidence suggests that by and large, the Colombian influen-
tials werc not able to integrate the educational system into the process
of national development.

1t appeared that (1) their attitude toward education had 1little
to do with their definitions of development; (2) they saw only a peri-
pheral role for elementary and secondary education in development;
(3) their specifications of the roles they expected education to prepare
people for or the orientations they expected education to inculcate had
more to do with their positions rather than with their definitions o
development; (4) their definition of problems at the university level
had little to do with their definitions of development; and (5) their
proposed solutions secmed to be more related to their positions rather
than to definitions of development.

Moreover, it might have been expected when the respondents sug-
gested the programs they felt should be emphasized in a national develop-
ment program, they would have taken into account the fact that such an
em} sis would create new positions which wou.< have to be filled by
people who could play the roles associated with these positions, i.e.,
people with the appropriate orientations. Apparently, this did not
take place: their respenses with respect to the type of roles they
expected education to prepare people for or the orientations they ex-
pected education to inculcate did not seem to be related to whether
they emphasized one type of program or another. While there seemed to
be some agreement that "modemn' roles called for more information than
the university is at present transmitting to its students, there seemed
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to be a lack of appreciation of the fact that the performance of '"modern"
roles also calls for the inculcation of '"modemn' motivations.

This evidence also strengthens the previous suggestion that the
Colombian influentials showed only an ‘ncomplete grasp of the educational
process and of the modernization process.

It also supports the notion that the Colombian influentials'
ideas with respect to education and development tended to be conditioned
upon their position in society -- and perhaps their sectoral interests
-- more than on anything else.
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CHAPTER VII1

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, THE CATHOLIC CHURCH,

AND THE FOREIGN AGENCIES: THEIR ROLES IN DEVELOPMENT

Overview

It is possible, of course, to argue that the educational system
is not the best sector of society to use to suggest that the sectors of
Colombian society are poorly articulated with one another, particularly
so with respect to an issue such as national develcpment. For one thing,
the primary implication of national development is economic; for another,
the notion of education playing a key role in national development is a
very new idea.

The suggestion that the sectors of Colombian society are not too
well articulated with one another and the statement that the Colombian
influential, quo sectoral spokesmen-guardiin, is not too good at making
the most out of available resources stand on a rather shaky basis unless
it can be demonstrated that the influentials' responses with respect to
other sectors of society -- particularly sectors more readily identified
with national development -- are just as inconsistent as their comments
regarding education.

To this end, the Colombian influentials' opinions as to the
proper roles of foreign agencies, the central government, and the
Catholic *turch should play in the modernization process were considered.
It is inteiesting to note tnat these three institutions represent differ-
ing degrees of integratior. within Colombian society and serve different
functions.

The Church, of caurse, has been in Colombia the longest and, in
fact, is so much a part of the culture that 28 per cent of the respond-
ents felt that it was that aspect of culture most worth preserving in
this period of change, It was named 72 iimes, receiving two votes more
than the family. And while the Church's functions have primarily been
value-expressise, it does have a certain amount of economic power and
political influence, as well as a considerable &mount of interest in
education and social welfare.

The central government has come a long way toward regaining the
peopie's allegiance, which has been eroded to not an insignificant degree
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by the government's lack of responsiveness to the people's problems dur-
ing the height of partisan conflict and its inability tu put a quick end
to the period of la violencia. The present government of the National
Front was constituted on the promise that it would work for political,
social, and economic reforms.

The foreign agencies are new institutions, some of them looked
upon with suspicion as a North American fifth column and the assistance
that they offer is accepted but not without a certain degree of ambival-
ence. Unlike the Church or the government, the foreign agencies (with
the possible exception of the Peace Corps) have little direct contact
with most people. It is partly for this reason that the purposes,
priorities, and projects of these foreign agencies (not to mention the
fact that there are enough of them for one to be confused with another)
are not too well known or understood.

It was expected that the respondents' opinions as to which sec-
tor of society each one of these agencies is to concentrate its efforts
in will be related to the respondents' respective positions. This is
not to say, however, that an economic influential, for instance, will
necessarily assign an economic role to the government, the Church, or
the foreign agencies.

Equally important is the direction of the relationship between
the respondents' sectors and the sector of activity they assign to these
institutions.

If the model of the Colombian influential as a guardian of sec-
toral interests is tenable, it would be expected that this relationship
would be a direct one if the institution's activity in the respondent's
own sector would redound to the benefit of thc respondent and/or his
sector and vice versa. The economic influential, thus, would advocate
a major economic role for the government if this seemed to benefit him
or the economic sector. If governmental activity in the economy, on
the other hand, is considered to be competitive with the respondent's
own interests, he is apt to exclude government from it or assign it only
a minor role.

The pattern of the respondents' opini.~s in this regard is in-
teresting for a second reason: it gives some indication of the re-
sponderits' abilities to consider institutions of differing acceptance
within the society and with different primary functions and to think in
terms of what contributions each of them may make to the process of
national development.

These institutions constitute part of the given's of the Colombian

situation, part of the 12tources available to the society and to the ex-
tent that modernization Jdepends upon the abilities of the society's
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leszdership to fuse the old and the new, to harness older and newer
institutions together and emphasize new functions for the task of
modernization, the pattern of the influentials' cesponses to these
questions will give some indication as to the extent to which they do,
in fact, practice strategy of ''getting the most' out of available re-
sources.,

The Problem of the Unspecific Answer

Fifteen per cent of the respondents assigned an etonomic role to
the foreign agencies; 23 per cent, an educational role; and 67 per cent
did not disagree with the notion that the foreign agencies had some
role, but did not specify it, i.e., their response was uncodable.

Thirty per cent of the respondents assigned an economic role to
the government -- J7 per cent a major one and 13 per cen* a minur .ve;
14 per cent, a political role; 15 per cent. an educational role; nine
per cent, a welfare role; and 48 per ceiut did not specify the role but
mentioned the appropriate level of governmental activity: 25 per cent
assigned a major role, 23 per cent, a minor one.

Twelve per cent assigned an economic role to th: CTatholic Church,
while 46 per cent believed that it should work in the field of education
and culture, 32 per cent assigning to it a major role ard 13 per cent a
minor one. Eleven per cent mentioned a welfare role, while 14 per cent
made an unspecific answer.

1t seems clear that one of the difficulties of this portion of
the analysis will be explanation of the unspecific answers which are
rather high for government and the foreign agencies. 1In this connection,
the following suggestions are presented.

An unspecific answer may be treated simply as a sign that the
respondent felt hal the institution had -- or could have -- scme role
in the modernization process but did not know which prrticular role it
should have. This would seem to be the best interpretation for the
unspecific responses to the foreign agencies.

An unspecific response might also be interpreted as the rcspond-
ent's assumption that the sectors in which the instituticn was active
were so well known that it was not necessary to specify. This would
sexm to be the most appropriate interpretation for the unspecific re-
sponse with respect to government. In either case, these would be a
significant negative relationship between the non-specific and the
speci fic responses. Tables 36 and 37 show how the rol2 assignments of
the central government and foreign agencies are related to one another.
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TABLE 37
ROLE OF THE FOREIGN AGENCIES®

(Percentage Distribution by Role of the Foreign Agencies)

Educational Diffuse Number
Economic:
No 22 77 184
Yes 31 6 (p < .001) 32
Educational:
No 83 166
Yes 12 (p < .001) 50

aResponses to the question, "People talk about the influence
of certain external powers and forces c¢n Colombilan national development,
For example, there are agencies such as the UNESCO and the Ford Founda-
tion, and there are forelgn governments, especially the United States
government, In your opinicn, what should be the proper role of these
influences in Colombian national development?'
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Sectors of Activity Assigned the Central Government

Table 38 shows that with respect to the assignment of an economic
role to the central government: (1) economic influentials were more
likely to do so than non-intluentials, with more of the former suggesting
a minor role and more of the latter proposing a major one; (2) educators
were less likely to propose an eccnomic role; (3) respondents trained in
education or the behavioral sciences were less likely to favor an economic
role, but of those that did, two-thirds suggested a major role; (4) re-
spondents more knowledgeable about dev:lopments in economics and politics
were more likely to propose a major econumic role; and (5) respondents
more favorable toward developments in education were most likely to
assign an cconomic role, with two-thirds of these favoring a minor cne;
the other groups were about equally likely to name economic roles with
the least favorable group preferring a minor role, the other two groups,
a major one.

Table 38 also shows that responde. s who made a solidarity-
related definition of development were less likely to favor an economic
role. On the other hand, respondents who gave a wealth-related defini-
tion or a task-orienter one were less likely to propose an educational
role.

It appears that only the economic influentials showed some semb-
lance of viewing the governmunt as a resource: they were more likely to
propose an economic role for government. On the other hand, they were
divided as to how large the governmental role should be. This division,
it is suggested, could stem from the concern that a greater governmental
role may mean a less important role for the economic influentials.

There were no significant differences among the respondents in
assigning to the government political, educational, or welfare roles
except the greater tendency of non-Bogota respondents and respondents
knowledgeable about developments in education to look with disfavor
upon increased politicel activity.

Further, the tendency of respondents who gave wealth-related and
task-oriented definitions of development to omit mention of an educa-
tional role for the government would seem to indicate either a belief
that a peso spent on education is a peso lost to the economy or the in-
ability to see any relationship between developm:nt and education. On
the other hand, educators, those trained as educators, and those who
made a solidarity-related definition of development were 1lass likely to
propose an economic role for the government.
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TANLE 38
ROLK OF THE CENTRAL GUVEXRMENT

{Parcratage Tiervitution by Sactor of Influance, Frofession, Watloaul Ovigln, Age, Family Backgriund, Place of Reaidanca,
Trsduing, Knovladga, Attitide, and Definitions of Developmect)

Zeonomis Diffura
Tow High Kot Low Righ
° ble lavolvement Involvement Rolitfcal Bducational Walfare Applicable Iovolvemest Involvesent Number
Bactor of {alluemal
Bconomys
Influentlals 53 8 20 13 13 13 60 15 3] 40
Woo-tnfiventisls n 11 18 (p < ,05) 14 13 ? 50 2% 26 176
Cover wanti
High {nfluentialy 57 13 21 13 19 13 37 19 3 &7
tow (nflueiclals L 11 9 [} 24 3 B2l 15 n Rl
Ron-1nfluentials T 13 15 1¢ 13 ] 40 24 2% 133
Educationt
High tnfiuentials a3 o 1n 25 [3 1 k1] 25 3 28
Hiddle influantiala 3 12 6 n 13 2 26 15 19 352
Lov Influentisle 57 13 20 14 1% 4 37 10 1 35
Non-influentisls L} 13 2) n 16 12 n »n ] 10)
Churely
lafieatials €7 13 23 [} 1?7 17 (3] 3 o 2%
¥on: influentiale 10 13 18 15 18] L} 51 21 23 tp < ,0%) 192
Other,
1.:flventiale 76 9 15 ’ 1 3 3, n a2 %
Kon-{ufluentiale (1] 14 17 1% W 10 55 n n 182
Profesaionr
Bducuter " 13} 1 n 13 ? 48 28 24 102
Non-mducator 3 14 2 tp<.an 1 17 11 53 1 27 14
Matfonal Orlginr
Towbian [1] 14 18 1) 13 13 53 21 25 181
Foralgner [ 9 1n 1w 13} 1 46 26 29 35
Agat
Under 40 7 1] 19 18 12 L) 51 28 3] 43
40's i1 1 13 12 16 ] 47 3 in 73
50'e 43 14 a1 L} L} 11 53 13 24 (13
Ovar 60 L] % 13 pL] 9 L] [3] 19 19 n
Paoily Background:
"Mixed" 78 ? 13 " 15 [ (1] 13 3 27
New elita 3 17 20 9 12 1] Sk 20 26 65
Traditionel alite 13 13 11 11 18 183 % 25 2 11
Foreignes [ 1] 9 1n 17 11 11 [1] 26 pL] 35
Place of Residence:
Bogotd ] 13 1] Y 134 7 45 3 9 102
Outstda Bogotd 11 1% 1" 2 1% 1 [3) 18 1 7%
Yorelgner 80 9 n 17 <.02) N 11 (1] % 29 3s
Training!
Education or dehavioral ecience:
Ko ] 1?7 19 14 13 9 Sh ) 23 149
Ye 82 t 12 (p < .05) 13 12 ? LY 2% 2? &
Business or econcmicst
& L1 13 18 18 12 ? 52 2 27 142
Yeu k2 10 9 10 20 n s1 28 22 (1)
Law:
¥o 1] 12 14 15 16 9 52 1 27 113
Yeu b 1 1 1n 13 [ 52 15 21 n
Medicing, angilneariog, oatural sclancat
b 0 12 18 12 15 10 33 a3 2 1
Yoy 9 33 19 1 15 L] L6 21 33 k]
Muanttias, journaliem, theslogy:
% n 13 14 14 14 ? 50 23 27 159
L wledger
Tavelopoenty Lo the economy and polity:
Less knowledgrebla 84 [ 9 n 19 13 59 19 22 32
Knowledgeabls 12 12 10 12 14 12 50 2 18 30
¥ore knowledgurbis 83 14 21 (p < .10) 18 14 ? 51 H 29 134
Developmente Ln educationt
Less knoviedgesble 62 15 23 12 13 ] 50 23 7 26
Enoladgualle 75 10 15 3 19 15 A9 5 25 39
Xo.e knowladgeabls 1] 13 16 1p<.2) 1 * 53 n 3 m
Atritudeat
Developments In tha econowy and polity:
Least favorable % n 11 13 13 11 57 22 20 %
Less favorable 7 10 13 ? 17 b$3 40 20 4“0 40
More fevorable 1] 14 134 19 10 1 56 28 19 20
Kcat fevorabla 60 15 23 11 19 2 30 23 29 52
Developoents (o sducetfont
“aast favoradle T 13 190 1 15 s 62 26 1 19
4ta favorabla 12 7 20 L4 18 1 43 E2] ¥ 70
Jore fayorable 55 k1) 135 15 15 6 E1] [ 39 k)
Mort favorable 71 1 18 <.l 18 14 L] 54 20 18 (p < .02) "
Vaslth-related:
Mo 1 14 15 13 19 o 54 2 22 109
Yes (] 13 1% 13 10 (p < .10) ? 50 at 29 107
Power-related:
%o 67 1) 18 1 16 ¢ 2] 23 W% 143
Yen 3] 4 ? 2 ? ? 41 22 7 27
Solidaciry-ralatad:
o (1] 14 22 13 14 9 &8 2 L1 118
R {13 76 13 11 ¢ <.100 15 16 4 56 24 19 100
Chazactar-building:
* 0 14 14 v 14 3 53 2 24 116
Yoy 10 13 17 135 14 12 48 23 27 100
Task-orianted:s
o (1] 16 10 2 19 10 87 2 21 124
Yes ki1 1% 135 1¢ 9 (p < .05) T [} W 1 ”u
2attern-oriented:
o 70 14 16 1) 17 12 5 21 27 n2
Yes 70 1 17 13 13 6 51 23 2 1%
Syvcemict
"a 9 15 16 1) 16 ] 52 }3) 24 1584
Yes is & 19 n L] . 5 18 B} 2
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Sectors of Activity Assigned the Foreign Agencies

L]

One of the first things that must be noted is that the respond-
ents differed very much in the way they defined foreign agencies. Most
respondents did not distinguisn among the United States government,
private foundations, and multilateral organizations such as the UNESCO,
notwithstanding their explicit mention.

A possible result is that not a few respondents ascribed to the
foreign agencies considerable influence in being able to change the
policies of the United States government toward Colombia or to bring
about a more favorable price for Colombian exports,

The blurred image of the foreign agencies would suggest that
one important determinant of the respcndents’ assignment of a sector of
activity to these foreign agencies would be the respondent's own
knowledge about these agencies, While no measure is available for
knowledge of the activities of these foreign agencies, a very rough
measure is available in the respondents' knowledge about recent develop-
ments in economics, politics, and education. (Specification of recent
developments in the field of education frequently involved naming pro-
grams supported by foreign agencies.)

Table 3% shows that (1) the more knowledgeable a respondent was
about developments in economics and politics, the more likely he was to
suggest an educational role; (2) respondents knowledgeable about devel-
opments in education were most likely to propose an economic role; and
(3) respondents more favorable toward developments in economics and
politics were more likely to suggest an educational role.

These findings are difficult to interpret in terms of either the
rational man or spokesman-guardian model of the Colombian influential,
It could be that these findings are an artifact of the different inter-
pretations placed on the term, '"foreign agencies.'" Nonetheless, these
findings do suggest that while the Colombian influential may be able to
sce the foreign agencies as a source of some kind of assistance, he has
difficulty in seeing how the resources these agencies could make avail-
able might be programmed together with local resources to bring about
improvements in that sector of the society to which he is affiliated (or
perhaps he has difficulty in considering this aid to be acceptable).

Complicating an explanation of these relationships is the fact
that many respondents had some reservations about the role of foreign
agencies -- and the way they have performed these roles -- in Colombia.
Twenty-nine per cent of the respondents extended the qualification that
programs should be adapted rather than adopted while 26 per cent advo-
cated the retention of control or initiative by Colombian individuals
and institutions. Thirteen per cent criticized foreign assistance,
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TARX 3%
ROLE OF FOFEICN AGENCIES®

(Percentage Dintribution by Sector of Influence, Psafesnion, National Origin, Age, Famlly Background,
Placa of Redfdence, Training, Knowledge, and Attitude)

—Econozy ~Ldvgation - Diffuss Pumber
Sector of Influence:
Economy?
Influentialy 13 27 (3] 40
Non-influentials 15 22 67 176
Governments
High (rfluentiale 21 25 70 47
Low influentials 9 29 62 3
Non-influentiale 14 n 67 135
Education,

- High fnfluential 14 21 64 21
Middle {nfluentiala 10 7 [3] 52
Low influentials 1 14 7? 38
fon-tafluentiale 19 25 64 101

Church:
Influentials 17 1 6] 24
Non- {nfluentiale 15 W% 67 192
Other:
Influentials 21 2 59 3
Noa-{nfluentials 14 21 [1] 182
Profesafon:
Tducator 12 20 12 102
Non-educator 18 26 62 114
Ne {onal Origin:
Colombian 16 24 6( 1
Foreigner 9 17 n 3s
Age:
Under 40 16 19 n 43
. 16 24 64 15
50"s 14 32 61 €6
Over 60 13 9 (p <,10) 18 32
Fanily Backgrouad:
"Mixed' 19 22 63 27
New elfte 18 13 69 [3]
Traditional elite 13 29 64 89
Foreignev 9 17 71 kH
Place of Realdence:
Bogotd 14 25 69 102
Outside Bogotd 19 24 62 79
Foreigner ' 9 17 n 35
Trainingt
Education o~ behavicral sciecce:
No 13 25 65 149
Yes 13 19 70 67
Busincss or =conomica:
No 14 F1% 68 w2
Yes 16 20 64 69
Lav:
No 14 2 64 139
Yen 17 26 71 n
Medicine, englneering, natural science:
No 16 21 68 m
Yes 10 3 59 39
Humanlties, Journalism, theology:
o 16 26 64 159
Yen 11 16 74 51
Kaowledge:
Developments {n the economy and polity:
Leas knowledgeable 1n 13 72 K}
Knowledgeable 10 16 68 50
More knowledgeable 17 28 (p < .10) 65 1%
Developments {n educationt
Leas knowledgeable 13 19 17 26
Knowledgeable 22 24 58 59
More koowledgeable 16 (p < .10 24 64 131
Attituden:
Developments {n the economy end polfty!
Leant favorable 13 13 10 5%
Leas favorabla 1 22 0 40
More favorable 16 kX B ) 70
Moat favorable 15 21 {p < .10) 67 52
Developments {n education:
Least favorable 8 15 19 39
Leas favorable 17 21 67 10
More favorable 12 kL] 53 33
Most favorable 18 24 65 74

“Thie table ahowa the responaes to the question:

“Here 1s & question on ¢ dlfferent topic. People talk about the fnfluence of certain external powers and forcea on Colombfan national
developmeit. For example, there are sgencles, such a3 UNESCO and the Ford Foundation, and there are foreign goveraments, especially the United
States government. In your opinion, what should de the proper role of these ocutaide {nfluences {n Coloublan national development?”

Responses wers divided into three categories correaponding to the sectors {u which, respondents suggeated, the foreign agencies should
work: economy, education, or unspecifled.

Due to the small num:er of speclfic ressonses, Lt was not feasible to clanaify thes sccording to appropriate level of sctivity.
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stating that it was extended with political strings; nine per cent ex-
pressed resentment over the condescension with which aid was offered,
and six per cent pointed at the economic strings to foreign assistance.

Forty-six per cent of the respondents made one or the other of
the first two criticisms (both of them revolving around the question of
local control) while 24 per cent named at least one of the latter thrxee
criticisms, related to the strings attached to foreign aid.

Age was related to both types of criticism. Respondents in
their 60's -- followed by those under 40 -~ were more likely to give
control-related criticisms. On the other hand, it was the group under
40 -- followed by the respondents over 60 - who decried the political
and economic strings as well as the condescension that accompanied
foreign assistance (see Table 40). The strings that come with foreign
assistance were less likely to be cited by political influentials,

These indications of ambivalence about foreign aid seem to re-
volve around the issue of control: control over the projects made pos-
sible by foreign assistance or control over the conditions under which
such assistance is extended. There is some hint that part of this am-
bivalence may be due to lack of too much first-hand contact with the
foreign agencies: respondents in government are the most likely people
to have such first-hand contact; yet, they were less likely to criticize
the strings that accompanied foreign aid.

One explanation might be brought furward for the greater tendency
of respondents more favorable about economic and political developments
to suggest an educational role for the foreign agencies and respondents
knowledgeable about developments in education to suggest an economic role.
One might speculate that to many influentials, a rccommendation that
foreign agencies should work in one's sphere of influence is a 'confes-
sion" of inadequacy and/or willingness to give up control. Following
this line of reasoning, a recommendation that fc—eign agencies work in
a sphere outside one's influence is to suggest inadequacies in that
sphere,

The respcndents assignment of appropriate sectors of activity to
the foreign agencies was related to only one definition of development:
the unspecific response was directly related to the character-building
definition.

If an unspecific answer manifests a belief that foreign agencies
can play a part in national development coupled with an inability to
specify the part it should play, the direct rclationship between the un-
specific response and a character-building definition of development is
explainable. Respondents who viewed development in character-building
terms would probably be the hardest-put to specify exactly what role
foreign agencies should play in this regard.
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TAELE 40

RESERVATIONS ON THE ACTIVITTES OF FOREIGN AGENCLES

(Percentage Distribution by fector of Influence, rrofession, Naticnal Origin, Age, family Background, Place of Residence,

Tratalng, Kxsledge, Atti’ude, and Iefin{tions of Development)

Need for Local Control®

Sector of Influence:

Econowys;
Infleentials 7
Non-{nfluentials Ex)
Government?
High Influentiale 19
Low influentis 12
Non-iafluentisls 29 (p < ,10)
EZducation:
High dnfiuentials 18
Hid'ls {nfluentials 7
Lcw influentials 34
Noa-influentials 21
Church:
Iaflueatials 33
Bon-influentials 23
Othert
Influentials 32
Non-influentials 23
Profession:
Educator 27
Won-aducator 1
Nsticasl Origint
Colombisn ¢
Foreigrer 14
Ages :
Under 40 37
40's 23
50's 14
Ovar 60 31 (p < ,05)
Fam{ly Background:
“Mixed" 26
New elite 31
Tesditional elite 22
Foreigner 14
Place Of Residence:
Bogot 27
Outside Bogord 24
Foreigner 14
Training:
Educatiou cr hehaviorsl science:
Ko 25
Yes 22
Business ur ecomomics:
N2 22
Yes 28
Law:
Ko 23
Yes 26
Hedicine, engineering, natursl aclence:
No 27
Yes 13
Humanities, journalism, theology:
Ko 22
Yes 30
Knowledge:
Developments ia the ecornomy and polity:
Less knowledgesdle 28
Knovledgeable 26
More knowledgeadle 22
Developmints 1a education:
Lens knowledgeshle 27
Knowledgeatle 27 |
More knowledgeadle 22
Attitudes:
Developments in the economy aand politys
Least favorsble an
Less favorsble 22
Mcre favorsble 21
Kost favocsble 21
Dev2lopuents in €ducatiunt
Least favorable 33
Less favorsdle 27
MHors fsvoradle 12
Most favorabte 22
Wealth-related:
No 2}
Yes 23
Power-relsted:
No 23
Yes 19
Solidarity-relsted:
Ne 26
Yes 22
Charscter-bul idings
No 23
Yes 25
Task-criented:
No 21
Yes 28
Psttern-oriented:
Xo 29
Yes 19
Systemic:
Yo 24
Yes 16

Dissatiafactisn with Condition

46
48

[
n

46
&1

49
36

47
41

51
9

41
52

b4
50

4§
46

45
54

(p < .10}

149
67

1467
69

139
n
177
39
159
57
32
134

118
100

116
100

124
92

12
104

184
iz

*mts category includes responses to the effece that initizrive and’or project control should be in Colombian hands or thst programs

should be sdapted to the Colombian situation rather than uncriticasiy adopted,

"mu category includes criticisms to the effict that assistance 1s often extended with political interference, economic strings,

and >r condesceasion,
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Sectors of Activity Assigned to the Church

There were no significant differences among the various groups
with respect to the recommendation that the Church play an economic rcle
(see Table 41). As for th- welfare role, only those trained as humanists,
journalists, and theologians were more likely than those trained differ-
ently to make this suggestion. Persons more favorable toward develop-
ments in economics and politics were most likely to make the unspecific
response. With respect to definitions of development, respondents who
gave a pattern-oriented definition of development were less likely to
assign an economic role for the Church. This was the only significant
relationship -- and it is not inconsistent with the notion thut the
Church in Colombia is seen primarily as a conservative force.

Pressing as Colombia's educational needs are, it might have been
expected that the people in education would be the first one to welcome
the church's involvement in the field of education. The evidence seems
to indicate that this would be true primarily of those trained in educa-
tion. If the high educational influentials' omission of an educational
role for the Church is considered tc be a lack of enthusiasm for more
Church involvement, this could be interpreted as a lack of confidence
in the Church's competence in the area -- but the willingness of those
trained as educators to accept the Church's role does not support this
interpretation. A more appealing interpretation ~- and one consistent
with the model of the Colombian influential developed here -- would
trace the reservations to further Church involvement in education to be
due to concern lest additional institutious be set up to compete for the
funds set aside by the state for educational purposes.

Thus, in the educational as well as in the economic sphere,
there seems to be a tendency for the Colombian influentials to obtain
resources for their respective sectors less by showing that they can
use these resources better as by limiting others' access to these re-
sources.

Relationships among the Various Role Assignments

The rational approach to a problem would be to combine all the
resources avaiiable and bring them to bear on the problem. This does not
secem to be a widespread tendency among the Colombian influentials, at
least those in the fields of economics and education. It seems that they
have a greater tendency to think less about whether a problem is to be
solved and to think more as to whether they will be the ones to solve it,
as to whether they will ve able to maintain their positions of influence
and power. To this end, there is a tendency to limit access to resources
to those already within the interest group.

-~ 126 -




TABLE 41
ROLE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH®

(Percentagt Distribution by Sccter 3¢ la€luence, Professicr, Kational Origin, Age, Family Backgrowd,
Place of Resivince, Tralning. Xnowledge, Attituce, #nd Deltnltions of Development)

Bducational and Cultural

Ecnomic Nct Arplicable Low lavulvement High lrvolvement Welfars CWDiifuse Rumber
Sector of lnfluence!
Economys
Influentile 10 30 23 5 10 10 40
Non-influentiale 13 < 10 3 fp < 03) 1 15 176
Goverament:
High influstiste 17 62 11 H 13 1 3
Low fnfluentt 12 &7 19 3% 9 12 34
Noueinflusneiale 10 56 12 33 11 14 138
Educationy
Righ tafluentlals b ] b11 “ 21 -on 29 28
Kiddle fnfluencialy ] 46 1 40 L3 13 52
Lov influentials 3 54 [ 40 17 11 35
Hon-1.flventials 13 5 7 28 (p < .10) n 12 10
Churchy
Influentials 3 46 [] 46 17 13 %
¥on-influentisls n 5 1 39 N 15 192
Others
Influentials 5 53 18 29 3 15 34
Non-1nfluent{als 13 sé 1 32 13 14 182
Profeasion:
Educator 13 54 9 37 11 13 102
Non-educator 1 57 16 27 1 6 114
Natioral Origing
Colombian 13 52 1 % 10 ie 181
Foreigner (] " ] 20 14 1% kH
Age:
lnder 40 4 51 14 k1 12 1 43
40's 8 55 13 n 11 12 7S
50'a % 6 11 29 1 12 86
Over 60 L} 33 13 k1) 0 16 n
Panily Background:
“Mtxed" ? 48 13 7 13 13 2?7
New elite 17 54 1 35 13 16 €5
Tradftionsl elit” 12 53 15 33 1t 13 89
Foreigner [} n 9 » 14 14 i35
Pluce of Resfdence:
Bogotd 15 54 10 36 1 13 102
Outside Bogotd 1l 5L 1€ k1] 10 14 78
Forelgner 6 n 9 20 14 14 a3
Training:
Edu:stion or behavioral sciences
Ko \Y] 56 16 28 n ] 149
Yes 12 58 4 (p < .08 40 ? 15 67
Bustness or economfcs?
No 12 53 13 29 1n 16 147
Yes 12 51 1 3 10 10 69
Law:
Ro 9 53 12 35 9 14 132
Yea 17 €0 1% 26 14 16 17
Medicine, eojineering, natura) sciwace:
Ho 12 54 13 3 10 14 1
Yes 1n 62 10 28 15 1% 3
Humanit{es, Jnurnslfsm, theclogy:
Yo 1° 55 12 13 [3 13 15
Yes 9 56 14 n 19 (p<,08) 12 57
Fnouledges
Develnpments fn the ecoaomy and polfty:
Lees knowlelgesdls [ 56 16 28 9 16 32
Knov. ledgesdle 14 €3 2 30 16 10 N
More knowledgeable 13 51 16 3% (p < .10) 10 16 134
Developments in educatfon:
Less knnwlcdgesble 15 13 ] 19 12 15 26
Kncwledgeable 10 39 ? 34 14 15 59
More knowledgeable 12 50 15 34 10 s 131
Attitudes:
Gevelopments in the econzmy and polity:
Least favorabla 1% 59 7 13 13 L3 54
Less f. able 10 60 13 27 7 20 20
More favoradle 11 49 14 37 14 10 70
Most favoradble 12 se 15 27 8 27 (p <.01) 52
Developments in eduzation:
Least fovorabla 13 56 10 33 10 10 19
Less favor.ble 16 63 ? 30 10 17 70
More favorable 9 55 2 2% 15 15 13
Moat favorable 9 49 135 36 11 14 74
Wealth-1elated:
No 1L 55 13 32 11 17 109
Yes 14 56 12 32 11 12 107
Pover-telcied:
¥o 1 36 13 n 12 14 189
Yeu 7 52 11 1 7 13 27
Solidar{ity-related:
Fo 16 59 12 29 9 14 1o
Yas L} 52 13 35 13 15 100
Character-bullding!
Yo n 56 14 n 10 14 116
Yes 12 55 11 b 12 15 100
TasX-o: lented:
No il 56 1n 32 13 17 124
You 13 p1) 14 0 L] 1 92
Patterc-or{ented.
Ho 1¢ 60 12 19 10 14 112
Yeu 8(p<.i®) 51 13 13 13 14 104
Systex{cs
Ro 11 53 1 n 12 s 184
Yes 19 59 9 n [3 13 3

“Ihis table shova the tesponsea to the question, "What about the Catholfc Church fa Colombdia: wha. do you think should be the proper role of ths
Catholf{e Church {n Colomblan nst aal development?"
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Howz2ver, it is possible that this strategy of blocking others!
entry into one's sector of influence and blocking their access to re-
sources may be the optimum strategy, particularly if the other institu-
tions seeking entry into the field are considered to be unprepared to do
a very good job. If the strategy of blockade is indeed the optimum
strategy, reached after a lot of weighing of the pros and the cons, it
might be expected that there should be some relationships in the pattern
of role assignments for the three different institutions.

Table 42 shows that this probably is not the case: there was
only one significant relationship among the various specific cole assign-
ments -- respondents who assigned an economic role to the foreign agencies
were more likely to propese a minor educational role for the Catholic
Chuxch. This lack of relationship would suggest no small amount of
capriciousness in the choice of roles assigned to the various agencies.

This is not inconsistent with the view of the Colombian influen-
tial as being more or less unable to integrate varicus institutions into
developmental process or with the model of the Colombian influential as
a spokesman-guardian of sectoral interests.

Summarz

Earlier, it was suggested thut the Colombian influential seemed
unable to integrate the educational system into the process of national
development and that it might be more useful to view the Colombian in-
fluential less as a person who views the situation, detines the problems,
weighs the costs and benefits of alternative policies, and selects the
most efficient and effective one.

This chapter pursued the point further, testing the Colombian
influentials' ability to integrate the central government, foreign
agencies, and the Catholic Church -- instiiutions with different func-
tions and with different degrees of acceptance within Colombian society
-- in the process of national development.

The date indicate a certain amount of ignorance *ith respect to
the functions of the foreign agencies as well as a certain acceptance --
even expectation -- of a diffuse role for government in the moderniza-
tion process. The data also suggest that respondents' assignments of
these institutions to activities in given sectors of society -- as well
as level of involvement they consider appropriate -- werc related only
partly (at times, it would appear, capriciously) to their sectors of
affiliation. In terms of the model of the Colombian influential as a
spokesman- guardian of sectoral interests, these results may perhaps be
best explained by suggesting that the respondents wouid advocate one of
these institutions' activity in their own sector of influence only if
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such activity were seen as redounding to their power and influence, or
at least, not compromising it.

The lack of any significant relationships among the various sec-
torial assignments of the three institutions strengthens the suggestion
that by and large, the Colombian influentials were unable to consider
these institutions as possible sources of manpower, funds, and other
types of support that could be tapped for economic, political, educa-
tional, or welfare purposes; or, if they did consider these institutions
as sources of such support, they were unwilling to accept it, either
because they considered the support as inappropriate or because they
thought the price for this support was too high. It is suggested that
the price considered too high is the prospect of reduced power and
influence.

- 130 -




CHAPTER IX

EDUCATORS, ECONOMIC INFLUENTIALS, AND POLITICAL INFLUENTIALS:

HOW THEY VIEW EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Overview

In the previous chapters, suggestions have been nade to the ef-
fect that a great many of the differences in opinion and in the organi-
zation of opinion among Colombian influeatials are traceable to the fact
of position. A further step was made with the suggestion that the
Colombian influentizl tended to approach the issue of development less
as a person seeking to ''make the most' out of available resourccs and
more as a spokesman-guardian of his sectoral interests.

Strictly speaking, the evidence presented so far would hold true
only of the Colombian educators since in all cases, position as educator
or non-educator has bteen used as the contrelling variable. To strengthen
the suggestion, it would be necessary to compare educators with influen-
tials in the other sectors of society.

What follows is a description of the opinions aid organizstion of
opinjons of educators as compared to (1) political influentials and re-
spondents who were neither, and (2) economic influentials and respondents
who were neither. It was, thus, impossible to trace differences among
those presumably interested in the enhancement of the solidarity-related
copability; the power-related capability; and the wealth-related capabil-
ity. Modernization, moreover, would call for the enhancement of all
these capabilities to proceed in such a manner that they support, rather
than conflict, with one another.

Viewed from another perspective, each sector of sorlety may be
considered as a change agent vis-a-vis the other: ecach sector may be
viewed as being in a position to assist the other meet some need of the
latter that it cannot at present meet. These societal needs are the de-
mands of the modernization process: some are old necds that can no
longer be met by the society's traditional structures and functions;
others have arisen due to changed circumstances or in the context of the
developmental process itself.
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In any change relationship, the change agent's assistance gener-
ally takes the form of assisting the client system, i.e., the institution
or group to be assisted, analyue the situation, examine alternatives, en-
courage change efforts, and facilitate the stabilization and gereraliza-
tion of change.

The economy, the government, and the educational system may be
considered as performing the role of change agents among one another.
As each of these sectors pursue their policies and programs that have
some impact on the other, each one is implicitly and explicitly defining
the situation, examining alternatives, encouraging change efforts, and
facilitating the stabilization and generalization of change.

The policies each of these sectors pursue -- manifested in rules
and regulations, allocations and collections, praises and condemnations
-- have some impact on the effectiveness with which groups and persons
play their roles within the society.

In the long run, these policies and programs may widen the re-
source base of the society to the extent that they facilitate the persons'
or institutions' acquisition of the means (e.g., skills, knowledge, tools,
funds) to perform their roles effectively.

These sectors' policies may also affect the developmental process
to the extent that they widen the range of opportunities and in so doing
facilitate the spread of the client persons' and institutions' actions,
decicions, and the perceptions and judgments underpinning them. Client
persons and institutions are afforded opportunities to test and expand
reality and learn of opportunities and dangers,

These sectors' policies may also tend to control the client per-
sons' and institutions' behavior and disperse their resources in desired
directions. In turn, the client persons and institutions are afforded a
wider range of choices.

The success of a change relationship depends to a very large ex-
tent on the compatibility of the change agent's and the client system's
analysis of the situation, definition of the problem, choice of alter-
nstive means, and standards for deciding among alternative ends and
means .

The ability of the Colonbian educational system to play a change
agent's role vis-a-vis Colombian society -- and particularly the
Colombian goverrment and eccnomy -- would seem to be Severely qualified
by differences between the perceptions and judgments of educators on the
one hand and those of the economic, political, and other leaders of
Colombian society.
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And if the situation were reversed, such that the educational
system were now looked upon as the client system and other sectors of
society, notably government and the economy, as possible agents of change,
the same observation would apply: change within the educational system
will be difficult to achieve because of these differences in perceptions
and judgments between those who would help and those who would want to
be helped.

While each sector may be said to be a change agent vis-4-vis the
entire society, in terms of the systemic model of society that has gulded
this research, the goods and services that are produced by each societal
subsystem are transferred to some other subsystem to be used by the lat-
ter for the enhancement of the societal capability pertinent to it.

Hence, it was deemed more useful to compare the opinions and
organizatiun of opinions of educators, political influentials, and those
vho were neither (hereinafter referred to as the "education-politics
comparison") to show (1) whether the educational system's claims on the
polity were recognized by the latter as its obligations to the former;
(2) whether the polity's claims on the educational system were recog-
nized by the latter as its obligations to the former; and (3) whether
these mutual claims and obligations were recognized by influentials who
were outside either subsystem. 17he same comparison will be made among
educators, economic influentials, and respondents who were neither (here-
inafter referred to as the “education-business comparison").

Opinions Regarding Education

Table 43 shows the distribution of the respondents' comments on
education.

Attitude toward education was not related to either the educatjon-
politics or the education-business comparison. With respect to comments
on primary and sccondary education, however, the education-politics com-
parison approached significance with the educators and political influzn-
tials being more likely to cite standards, the political influentials
less likely to propose programs, and the others being more likely to
cite problems. But neither the education-business nor education-politics
comparison yielded any significant relationships between attitude toward
education and comments on primary and secondary education.

With respect to the ability to relate the different comments on
elementary and secondary cducation, neither comparison yielded any sig-
nificant relationships between the proposal of programs or the citing of
standards. However, political influentials and respondents who were
neither educators nor economic influentials who pointed to problems were
more likely to cite standards while respondents who were neither
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educators nor political influentials who cited at least two problems
were likely to cite standards. The respondents who fell in the re-
3idual category in either comparison were apparently able to match
programs with problems: the more problems were cited, the more proba-
ble a program was suggested.

These findings strengthen the previous suggestion to the effect
that educators, as a rule, did not match programs, problems, and stand-
axrds with one another, probably because they took a lot for granted, or
expected to be believed on faith; they also support the suggestion of
&n jnability on the part of the respondents to match programs with
standards.

Both comparisons yielded significant differences with respect to
definition of the problems on the university level as personnel-related
and with respect to the proposal of an expansion of university programs.

Educators were more likely to picture university problems as
stemning from the qualitative inadequacies of students and faculty; the
economic influentials were least likely to do so; the respondents who
were neither stood somewhere inbetween, somewhat closer to the educators.
Educators were more prone to propose an expansion of university programs;
economic influentials were less likely to do so; the respondents who were
neither stood soumewhere inbetween, but were somewhat closer to the
cconomic influentials.

Respondents who were neither educators nor political influentials
were less likely to define educational problems in personnel-related
texms or to advocate an expansion of programs while the political influen-
tials stood about one-third of the way between them and the educators.

Educators and the respondents in either residual category who
defined the problems as system-related were likely to propose administra-
tive solutions; this was not true of political influentials.

Respondents in either residual category and political influen-
tials who defined the problems in personnel-related terms were more
likely to propose an expansion of uvniversity programs. In either case,
the small number of economic influentials does not make it possible to
make any statement with respect to them.

Neither comparison yielded a difference with respect to the pro-
posal that education shouid prepare people for lesdersnip roles. With
respect to economic roles, however, the education-business comparison
ylelded a very interesting difference: exactly the same percentage of
educators and economic influentials proposed economic roles while re-
spondents who were neither were about one and one-half times more likely
to insist that the educational system should prepare more people for
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economic roles. If the educators and the economic influentials are con-
sidered to be the best judges of the ability of the educational system
to perform this task and the appropriateness of it, it would appear that
the respondents who were neither were manifesting a rather unrealistic
expectation.

Not surprisingly, educators were far more likely than the other
two groups in either comparison to propose teaching roles. In either
case, the two other groups were quite simila» though the respondents in
the residual categories secmed a little more disposed to having the
educational system produce teachers,

With respect to the orientations the educational system should
inculcate, ecducators were more likely to propose social concern and task
orientation, with the respondents who were neither educators nor economic
influentials being least likely to do so. On social concern, the economic
influentials were quite similar to the educators; on task-orientatien,
they stood between the two groups, about two-thirds of the way closer
to the educators. On social concern, the political influentials were
quite similar to the educators, but were the least likely to propose
. task-orientation, with the respondents who were neither political in-
fluentials nor educators standing about half way between them. The
education-politics comparison also yielded a significant difference on
pattern-orientation, with the educsators being most likely to propose it,
the political influentials least likely to.

There were also differences on the definition of the educational
process as primarily formative or informative. Educators and economic
influentials were quite similar in being more likely to consider it to
be formative, but split with respect to the informative aspect, the
educators being nearly three times as likely as the economic influen-
tials to consider it informative. Educators were nearly thrice as
likely as respondents who were neither to define the function of educa-
tion to be primarily informative.

With respect to the relationship between the roles the respond-
ents felt education should prepere people for and the orientations they
felt it should inculcate, the inability of the educators to relate task-
orientation with leadership has already been noted. Respondents who were
neither educators nor economic influentials, however, did connect these
two things, being nine times as likely to propose task-orientation if
they proposed leadership (p < .02). They were also more likely to pro-
pose the ''general' orientation if they suggested leadership (p < .10).
The small number uf influentials in the economy, government, and the
residual category of the education-business comparison who proposed
lgadership roles does not make feasible any statement with respect to
them,



It has been pointed out that educators who proposed economic
roles were less likely to favor the inculcation of task-orientation.
Economic influentials, however, saw no connection between the two, while
respondents who were neither educators nor economic influentials re-
sembled the educators in relating the two inversely (p < .05). This
inverse relationship was also true among political influentials (p < .0S).

1this underscores the respondents' incomplete grasp of the rela-
tionship bctween pexrsonality variables and roles: it is bad enough that
economic influentials did not see any relationship; it is worse that
educators and political influentials see them as inversely related.

With respect to the comparisons of the way the respondents
organized their comments on university education, the only additional
finding that may be added to those enumerated in Chapter V is that re-
srondents who were neither politica) influentials nor educators who felt
that education should inculcate task-orientation were likely to define
university problems in personnel-related terms (p < .10),

Opinions on Development

Only the solidarity-related and the pattern-orientation defini-
tions of development were related to the education-business and education-
politics comparisons, with the educators in both cases being more likely
to make such definitions than the other two groups, which were quite
similar to each other (see Table 44).

There were strong relationships with sets of programs chosen.
Respondents who were neither educators nor economic influentials were
more than twice as likely as educators to name instrumental programs
while economic influentials stood midway between the two groups. Educa-
tors were two and one-half times as likely as economic influentials or
respondents in the residual cetegory to propose three or more value-
expressive programs. Economic influentials were nearly twice as likely
as educators and ncarly one and one-half times as likely as those who
were neither to suggest two or more economic programs. Economic influ-
entials were about half as likely as educators but nearly thrice as
likely as the other group to propose three educational programs.

In the ecducation-politics comparison, the political influentials
and the others were about twice as likely as the educators to propose
three or more instrumental programs, less than half as likely to propose
three or mere value-expressive programs, one-third as likely as the edu-
cators to suggest three educational programs. Respondents who were
neither educators nor political influentials were most likely to advo-
cate two or more economic programs; the educators were least likely;
and the political influentials were closer to the fomer in this reganrd.
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(Percentage Distribution by Position of Educator, Economic Influentfal, and Neither;
of Educator, Political Influential, and Nefther)

TABLE 44

COMMENTS ON DEVELOPMENT

Economic
Educator Influential Nefther
Definftion of development:
Wealth-related 48 44 55
Power-related 10 13 16
Solidarfty-related 63 kX 31 (p <
Character-building 48 41 47
Task-orfented 41 46 43
Pattern-orfented 59 41 37 (p <
Systemic 15 13 16
Programs recommended
(combinations):
Instrumental
One or None 43 18 20
Two 45 62 52
Three or More 12 el 28 (p <
Value-expressive
Cne or None 15 28 32
Two 46 56 53
Three or More 39 15 15 (p <
Economic
None 16 8 a
Ore 46 21 72
Two or More 38 72 52 (p <
Educationa)
QOne or None 45 14 80
Two n 13 15
Threc 24 13 S (p <
Econozic developoent 47 64 5?7
Agricultural development S3 69 67 (p <
Elementary education 4 72 3
Secondary education 59 26 17 (p <
University education 48 38 28 (p <
Public works 25 36 36
Public health 48 56 57
Folitical reforu 33 26 LR
102 39 75
<138 -
O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.001)

.02)

.01)

.001)

.01)

Political

Influential Nefther
51 51
16 13
30 3 (p <
46 43
43 45
39 38 (p <
15 15
20 19
S 5?7
26 25 (p <
33 28
52 57
15 15 (p <
) 9
4 26
54 64 (p <
75 81
16 11
8 ¢ (p <
56 64
69 &6 (r <
75 70
18 23 (p <
k)| 32 (p <
38 34
51 64
41 34
53 61

.01)

.001)

.02)

.001)

10}

.001)
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As regards the single programs, there were uifferences only with
respect to agricultural development, secondary education, anu university
education. In either comparison, educators were less likely to suggest
agricultural development than the two other groups which were quite simi-
lar., Educators were most likely to propose secondary education, with
economic influentials being more sympathetic than the respondents in the
residual category and political influentials being less sympathetic than
respondents in the residual category. Educators were most likely to
advocate university education, with the economic influentials standing
midway between them and the respondents who were neither educator: nor
economic influentials. In this respect, the political influentials
resembled the respondents in the residual category quite closely.

The education-business and education-politics comparizons were
made with respect to the relationships between number of instrumental
programs or number of value-expressive programs and definitions of de-
velopment which had been found to be significant. The only significant
relationships that persisted involved the solidarity-related definition:
its inverse relationship with number of instrumental programs chosen and
its direct one with number of value-expressive progrums chosen were sig-
nificant among respondents who were neither educators nor economic in-
fluentials (p < .02 and p < .01, respectively). It may be noted in
passing that ~ dichotomization of number of instrumental programs chosen
into two or less and more than two leads to an inverse relatioaship he-
tween it and a solidarity-related definition of development among
political influentials.

With respect to the relaticnships between number of cconomic
programs chcsen and definitions of development, again, the relationships
that persisted after the education-business and the education-politics
comparisons were made invulved the solidarity-related definition. Of
course, the educators who defined development in solidarity-related
terms continued to be most likely to propose one economic program.
Respondents who were neither educators nor economic influsntials who
defined development in solidarity-related terms were also more likely
to propose one economic program (p < .10).

Relationships between Opinions on Uevelopment
and on Education

Definitions of development appeared to have little to do with
respondents' location of universit)y problems. After the education-
business and education-politics comparisons were made, it sppeared that
only the political influentials who had made a character-building defi-
nition of development were more likely to define problems as systex-
related (p < .10),
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Definitions of development also appeared to have little to do
with the type of solutions the respondents suggested, After the education-
business and education-politics comparisons were made, it appeared that
only therse respondents who were neither educators nor political influen-
tials who expressed a wealth-related viev of development were likely to
suggest an expansion of university programs (p < ,10).

Definitions of development appeared to have little to do with
the orientations respondents expected education to inculcate. After the
comparisons were made, it appeared that only the political influentials
who proposed a solidarity-related definition of development were less
likely to advocate the inculcation of pattern-orientation (p < .10).

Definitions of development appeared to have little to do with
the roles education was expected to inculcate. Political influentials
who defined development in power-related terms were more likely to pro-
pose economic roles (p < .10),

Even more disconcexrting was the little effect proposed programs
had on the roles the respondents expected education *o prepare people
for. There were no significant relationships between the proposal of
economic programs and economic roles or between the proposal of educa-
tional programs and teaching roles. Nor were there any rclationships
between programs proposed and orientations the respondents expected
education to inculcate.

Summary

The evidence presented in this chapuer strengthens the earlier
suggestions that the respondents by and large were unable to relate the
following to one another: (1) their opinions on education, (2) their
opinions on dsvelopment, and (3) their opinions on education and devel-
opment. Particularly with respect to the interrelationship of their
opinions on education with those on development did the respondents per-
form rather miserably.

The evidence reviewed here is consistent with the view that dif-
ferences of opinion among Colombian influentials are best explained in
terms of position, suggesting that it would ceem to be more accurate to
say that the differences in the lack of organization of these op:nions
would be best explained by position.

The lack of organization of opinion among many respondents would
seem to suggest that some of their opinions that might be found to be
disagreeable stem less from selfishness or venality and more from
ignorance.
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The evideince also points to the fact that the various sectors of
Colombian society are not yet quite ready to perform the role of change
agent to one another. The effective performance of such a role is premised
on the establishment of a change relationship, i.e., a working relation-
ship between the sectors of society involved in helping one another. The
establishment of such a change relationship would involve (1) the assess-
ment of the capacity to accept t1d use help, (2) the assessment of the
motivation to accept and use help, (3) the assessment of the change
agent's resources and motivations, (4) the obtaining of a mutuality of
expectation for the change relationship, (5) the clarification of the
expectations about the kind and amount of work required, (6) the anti-
cipation of difficulties which will emerge in the course of the change
relationship, (7) the definition of the influence relationship, and
(8) the clarification of the special goals of the change agent.

All these depend, to one degree or another, on a certain degree
of consensus on means, ends, and norms for choosing among alternative
means and ends, a closer degree of consensus being necessary the closer
the working relationship is to be,

It appears that this consensus is lacking and the base for build-
ing it rather shaky.
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CHAPTER X
SUMMARY: THE NEED FOR A BASIS OF DIALOGUE

The findings of the present research support the notion that the
idea of education playing a major role in national development is only
partially accepted by the Colombian influentials, Their difficulty in
assigning a major role to education would stem, it would seem, from an
incomplete grasp of the idea of development -- particularly its socio-
logical and psychological implications -- and to an incomplete grasp
of the educational process itself.

1. Attitude toward education. The majority of the influentials
interviewed expressed dissatsifaction over the performance of the educa-
tional system during the present period of change. Over half were quali-
fiedly dissatisfied; over one-third were unqualifiedly so.

Attitude toward education seemed to be based on the respondents'
perceptions of primary and secondary education -- but this turned out to
be more a reflection of differences between educators and non-educators.
Among educators, attitude toward education seemed to be related to the
feeling that the educational system should inculcate social concern,

In any case, there appeared to be a strong tendency -- especially
among educators -- to dissociate the elementary and secondary from the
university level. It was suggested that this dissociation stemmed from
an unwillingness to criticize the university level and a tendency to
blame the flaws on the poor instruction given to students cn the elemen-
tary and secondary levels,

2, Comments on the elementary and secondary levels. The re-
spondents! comments were categorized according to whether they expressed
standards, proposed programs, or pointed to problems. The pattern of
responses indicates a tendency to point to problems and to cite standards,
to point to problems and to propose programs, but no tendency to propose
programs and to cite standards. The suggestion that the weakest link in
the respondents' perceptions about t¢lementary and secondary education
would be that between educational objectives and the means to attain
these objectives is especially applicable to the educators: none of
the above relationships were true for educators. This suggests that
educators either take a lot for Zranted or expect that they be believed
on faith.
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3. Comments on university education. The respondents' comments
were categorized according to how they defined the locus of university
problems (personnel or the system); what solutions they proposed (expan-
sion of university programs or administrative and academic measures);
and how they defined the objectives of education (to prepare people for
roles -- economic, leadership or teaching; to inculcate orientations --
social concern, task-orientation, pattern-orientation, or the ''general"
orientation; to transmit information or to facilitate formation).

There was a tendency for respondents who defined the problems
as system-related to propose administrative and academic solutions; for
thos who defined the problems as personnel-related to advocate an expan-
sion of programs, the former relationship persisting after position or
training was controlled. Non-educators whe defined the problems in
personnel-related terms were likely to propose an expansion of university
programs while educators who defined problems as personnel-related
tended to propose academic and administrative reforms.

4. Comments on university education: perception of the
educational process. Of particular interest was the respondents’' ability
to relate the various objectives of education: if they felt that educa-
tion should prepare people for certain roles, did they also feel that
education should inculcate the appropriate orientations? By the same
token, did they feel that the inadequacies of the university system lay
in the formative or informative aspect of the educational process? In
this respect, the findings were rather disconcerting. If anything, the
evidence indicated an inability to connect the appropriate orientations
with the roles they expected education to inculcate; in fact, respondents
who suggested economic roles were less likely to propose task orientation.
More disconcerting was the finding that this inability to connect orienta-
tions with roles tended to be truer of educators than non-educators.

5. Comments on university education: interrelationships among
problems defined, solutions proposed, and objectives cited. Of particu-
lar interest was the respondent's ability to connect what they felt the
university system should do with respect to preparing people for roles,
inculcating orientations, or performing a formative or informative func-
tion with their definition of the problem and with the programs they
proposed. It is quite disconcerting to note that the respondents tended
to be unable to make such connections. Among the 13 variables, there
were only eight significant relationships and all eight proved to be non-
significant among non-educators. The educators themselves did not seem
to be particularly adept at defining a problem, defining the objective,
and selecting a solution.

Also rather disconcerting is the tendency to define problems in
personnel-related terms: the only time problems were considered to be
system-related was with respect to the belief that education should pre-
pare more people for teaching roles (and this relationship proved to be
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significant only among respondents trained as educators). It is diffi-
cult to see how educational reforms can be justified in terms of their
effectiveness in solving educational problems if educational problems
tend to be conceived of not as flaws of the system but as flaws of the
persons in the system. It is not encouraging to note that the formative
function of education is not associated with a problem definition or a
proposed solution.

6. Definitions of development. About half of the respondents
conceived of development in terms of enhancing wealth, solidarity, or
character-building, in terms of more task-oriented or more pattern-
oriented. Thirteen per cent felt development involved the enhancement
of power. Only 15 per cent felt that development involved the enhance-
ment of all four capabilities of wealth, power, solidarity, and character-
building. Definitions of development, by and large, reflected the re¢-
spondents! positions within the society.

7. Choices of programs. Asked to select four programs to be
emphasized in a program of national development, the respondents' choices
tended to reflect their definitions of development as well as their
positions within society. Position appeared to be a sufficient explan-
aticn for choice of programs if the respondents!' definition of develop-
ment reflected his position to begin with, If definition of development
did not reflect position, definition of development was likely to be
significantly related to program choices.

8. Integration of the educational system into the develop-
mental process. The evidence suggests that: (a) attitude toward
education was not related to definition of development; (b) elementary
and secondary education were not seen to have very much to do with
development; (c) specification of the roles respondents expected edu-
cation to prepare veople for tended to be related more to their posi-
tions than to their aefinitions of development; (d) definition of the
problems had little to do with definitions of development; (2) proposed
solutions seemed to be related more to respondents' positions than to
definitions of development; (f) respondents seemed unable to see the
need to prepare people with the orientations and for the roles appro-
priate for the positions that would be created by the socioeconomic
programs they proposed.

9. Integration of other agencies into the developmental process.

If the respondents were unable to integrate the educational system into
the developmental process, they were even less able, it seems, to inte-
grate the central government, the foreign agencies, and the Catholic
Church in the modernization process. This reflects adversely on the
Colombian influentials' ability to view institutions -- old and new --

as possible resources of manpower, funds, and other resources that may
be aggregated efficiently and effectively for development objectives.
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10. Differences among the Colombian influentials, Running through
the entire research work are suggestions to the effect that the respond-
ents' positions, rather than their perceptions tended to account for the
differences in opinion as well as in the organization ¢f opinion. Accord-
ingly, educators were compared with political influentials and those who
were neither; with economic influentials and those who were neither. In
most instances, there were great differences among them with respect to
both opinion and organization of opinion, with the two non-educator
groups in either comparison tending more often to te quite similar.

This suggests that it is premature to think in terms of a public
dialogue on Colombian national development, especially the role of edu-
cation in it. What appears to be more pressing is laying the basis for
such a dialogue.

11. The Colombian influential as spokesman-guardian of a sectoral
interest. Throughout the present research work, the evidence grows that
the respondents' opinions and the relationship among their opinions may
be more economically explained in terms of the respondents' position or
sector of influence, more specifically, in terms of the advantage of the
respondents' respective sectors of influence. It is suggested that the
Colombian influential tends to view development less as an iutegrated
attempt to enhance societal capabilities but rather as a scramble to get
a larger share of the pie and that the Colombian influential, while
committed to national development, tends to construe it in the very
narrow terms of his sector of affiliation; and while he seeks national
development, he does so with the reservation that such modernization
does not involve a decline in the power or prestige of his sector.

This orientation seems traceable less to an attitude of selfish-
ness or malice but seems to stem more from a lack of confidence in the
other sectors of society -- that dictates that the influentials should
take up the task of modernization themselves -- as well as an incom-
plete grasp of the modernization process -- which limits the influen-
tials' view of the developmental process to the narrow perspective of
the.r sectoral interests.

There is a lot of good will ~-- the frequent recurrence of the
need to inculcate social concern is evidence enough and many interviews
overflow with expressions of willingness to sacrifice. The efficient
and effective allocation of resources, however, calls for both knowl-
edge and motivation; for good will, like grace, is no substitute for
technique.

But good will can be built upon -- it could be the basis for --
attempts to lay the groundwork for a more meaningful dialogue on
Colombian national development. The lines of agreement and disagreement,
of course, have first to be traced. Hopefully, this work will contri-
bute to the efforts to lay a groundwork for public dialogue.
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APPENDIX 1

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

English Version

Al. Colombia is adopting many foreign customs and ways of living,
especially those of the United States, How do you feel about
that: do you think such foreign influences are a good thing
or not?

A2, In your opinion, which traditional value of Colombian socisty
is most worth preserving during this time of change? I know
this is a very difficult and subjective question, but a range
of opinions will be useful to us,

A3, In your opinion, which new value is most worth having in
Colombian society?

Bl. Here are some questions about national development in Colombia,
First, when you discuss Colombian national development, what
changes in the nation are you primarily thinking about?

B2, If a foreign visitor were to ask you about recent progress in
industrialization in Colombia, what developments would you
especially want to tell him about?

B3. If the visftor were to ask you about recent progress in land
reform, what developments would you especially want to tell
hi{m about?

B4, 1f the visftor wanted to lnow about recent progress in

elementary and secondary education, what developments would
you mention?

B5, What would you tell the visitor about education above the
secordary level?

B6, 1f the visitor wanted to know about recent progress in
political reform, what developments would you tell him ahout?
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Cl1,

c2,

D1,

D2.

D3,

El.

Next I would like to ask about some specific programs of develop-
ment, Let me show you a small list of programs that I'm thinking
of, (GIVE LIST TO RESPONDENT,)

Each of these programs is costly. Each requires a large amount
of money and manpower.

If you were responsible for preparing a "master-plan" for Colombian
natfonal development during the next decade, and {f your resources
permitted you: to emphasize only four of these probrams, which four
would you choose to emphasize?

[ ] Economic development { ) Agricultural development
{ 1 Elementary education [ 1 Secondary education
{ ) University education [ ] Public works

[ ) Public health and nutrition { ] Political reform

(ALLOW RESPONDENT TO CHOOSE PROGRAMS NOT ON THE LIST IF HE INSISTS.
WFITE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THEM HERE:)

Perhaps you've already told me this in your previous comments,
but do you have any "philosophy of national development' that
guided you in choosing among these programs?

Here is a question on a different topic. People talk about the
influence of certain external powers and forces on Colombian
national development. For example, there are agencies, such as
UNESCO and the Ford Foundation, and there are foreign governments,
especially the United States government. In your opinfion, what
should be the proper role of these outside influences in
Colombian national development?

What about the Colombian central government {tself: what do you
think should be the proper role of the central government in
national development?

What about the Catholic Church in Colombia: what do you think
should be the proper role of the Catholic Church in Colombian
nation2l development?

Hlere are some questions specifically about education {n Coiombia,
These are the last attitude questions 1 have, First, in your
opinion, is educatfon presently a force for change in Colombia,
or does it tend to keep things as they are?
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E2,

E3.

E4,

ES,

E6,

E7,

ES,

E9,

E10,

Fl,

Do you think that change in the educational system is progress-
ing as fast as change in Colombia in general?

What would you say are some of the roles for which education
should especially be preparing Colombian citizens now?

Is Colombian education now inadequately preparing people for
any of these roles?

It's often said that the purpose of an education system is to
produce "well-educated" men and women, What do you think the
term "well-educated" should mean in Colombia?

Educational goals and strategies are now specified by the
government, What persons or what groups of people do you think
should participate in educational planning in Colombia?

I would like to ask your attitude about the traditional teaching

methods employed in Colombia? Would you like to see them

changed -- and, {f so, what changes?

Next I would like to ask about the subject-matter -- the content
-~ of elementary and secondary education, Would you like to see
changes in the subject-matter -- and, if so, what kinds of changes?

And university education in Colombia: what kinds of changes
would you like to see in university educatfion, {f any?

Education i{s usually considered an asset to society, Do you
ever feel, however, that educatfon i{n Colombia may have unfore-
seen negative consequences?

Those are all the attftude questions I have, Please let me ask
you this also, however., We wish to be certain that we do not
overlook in our study any Colombians or non-Colombians in posi-
tions of leadership or influence, Would you be good enough to
name five people in responsible positions with whom you sometimes
discuss national development in Colombia?

1. of
2, of
3. of
4, of
5. of
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Gl, Lastly, would you please tell me something about your training:
fn what fields of study is most of your training concentrated?

G2, (COLOMBIANS ONLY) Did you happen to study in any countries
other than Colombia? (Which ones?)

G3. (COLOMBIANS ONLY) How much have you traveled outside of
Colombia?

{ ) Not at a11 [ ) 1 or 2 trips [ ) several [ ] many
What countries have you visited?
About how much time have you spent outside of Colombia altoghether?
[ ) 1 month or less [ ) more than a month, but
less than a year
[ ) more than a year
Those are all the questions 1 have, Are there any comments you
would like to make about your previous statements or about the

study we're conducting?

(BEFORE LEAVIN( 3STIMATE THE RESPONDENT'S AGE AS WELL AS YOU
CAN, DO NOT ASK.)

[ ] under 40 { ) in 40's { ) in 50's [ ) 60 and over

Thank you, We are very grateful to you for giving your valuable
time to this interview,

List of Programs

If you were responsible for preparing a "master-plan" for
Colombian national development during the next decade, and {f your re-
sources permitted you to emphasize only four of these programs, which
four would you choose to emphasize?

Please
check 4

[) Economic development. Increase in industrialization. Self-
sufficiency in most manufactured products. Increase in exporta-
tion of manufactured products,

[ ) Agricultural development. Land reform, Modern agricultural
practices, Diversificatfon of crops,
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{)

(]

{1

(]

(]

(]

Elementary education. Reduction of illiteracy. More class-

rooms and more teachers for free, public elementary education.

Secondary education. More classrooms and more teachers for free,

public secondary education. Changes in teaching methods in sub-
ject-matter in response to present needs.

University education. More opportunities for higher education.

More rigorous standards of quality in higher education. Prepa-
ration of more graduetes who are professionally competent and
socially responsible.

Public works. Extension and modernization of roads, electricity,

water supplies, sanitation. Improvement in the quality of public
housing.

Public health and nutrition. Increase in number of physicians
in under-served areas. More low-cost medical care for the
people. Improvement in the nutrition of the people.

Political reform. Reform of government structure for greater
efficiency. Political reform for greater popular participation.
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APPENDIX II

CODING SCHEMES

The present research work has revolved around the respondents'
definfitions of development and their perceptions of the problems in the
educational system, their proposed solutions, and their norms for defin-
ing problems as problems and solutions as practicable and effective.

What follows is a presentation -- {n brief form -- of the coding
schemes that were used on the questions on education and development,

Definitions of Development

Responses in terms of institutifonal capabilities, institutions,
policy proposals, roles, attitudes, and values were made to the follow-
ing questions: (1) "In your opinfon, what new value is most worth hav-
ing in Colombian society?'' (2) "Here are some questions about natjonal
development in Colombia, First, when you discuss Colombian national de-
velopment, what changes {n the nation are you primarily thinking about?"
and (3) "Perhaps you have already told me this in your previous comments,
but do you have any 'philosophy of natfonal development' that guided you
ifn choosing among these programs?"

The theory behind the coding of the responses i3 presented in
Chapter 1V, especially pages 43-46, The pattern o coding decisions is
shown in the decision tree presented in Figure 1,

The decisional criterfa were as follow:

1. The response was categorized according to whether it was
collective .orfented or not, A collective-oriented response was defined
as one which defines a state of positive membership whereby the norms
and values of the larger socfal system are positively prescriptive of
the actions of the individual, e,g., cultura, lengua, religion,

2, Collective-oriented responses were thet assigned to wealth-
related, power-related, solidarity-related, and character-building cate-
gories according to the following c~iteria arranged in a decreasing order
of precedence: (a) i{f the response called for an increase or decrease in
one or more societal capabilities, the response was categorized as a
definition of development in terms of the said capability; (b) {f the
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response referred to an institutional structure or an institutional
position or role, the response was categorized as a definition of de-
velopment in terms of the societal capability with which the institu-
tion or role is most closely related; and (c) if the response referred
to an interchange between societal subsystems, the response was cate-
gorized as a definition of development in terms of the societal capa-
bility associated with the subsystem at the receiving end of the inter-
change,

3. Non-collective responses were categorized according to
whether they were individual-oriented or not, An individual-oriented
response was defined as one which defines the individual as relatively
fndependent of the larger social system, with the norms and values of
the larger social system merely setting limits on the individual's
course of action, e,g., bondad, . hidalguia, dinamismo., A non-individual
oriented response was considereu to be uncodable, '

4, 1Individual-oriented responses were categorized according to
whether they were task-oriented or not, A task-oriented response im-
plies a distinction between means and ends on the basis of performance
or achievement, future-orientedness (and acceptance of planning, a
willingness to postpone rewards, a belief in progress and development),
or a belief in personal efficacy,

It will be noted that sfince the structures assocfated with the
character-building capability are families, households, and individuals,
categorizing all individual-oriented responses under this category
wculd be defensible, The project director, however, foresaw the possi-
bility of future reanalysis of this data and for this reason, whenever
he was faced with alternative coding schemes, he preferred to choose
the coding scheme with more categories and then collapse the categories
afterwards,

One example of this preference for coding schemes with more
categories is that for the question on the respondent's "philosophy of
development," As i{s noted in the footnote to Figure 1, there was a
tendency among some respondents to base their philosophies of develop-
ment on the individuval qua individual. Because this rather frequent
tendency might prove interesting in some future reanalysis, {t was
coded separately, But for the purpose of the present research work,
an individual-qua-individual response was placed in the character-
building categcery,

With three questions tapping the respondents' definitions of
development, each respondent could name a societal capability up to
three times, Respondents were categorirzed as follows:

1. A respondent who named or implied a societal rapability at
least twice was considered to have stressed it,
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2, A respondent was considered to have emphasized task-orienta-
tion i{n his definition of development {f he gave at least three wealth-
related, power-related, and/or task-oriented responses (he could make a
maximum of eight); he was considered to have emphasized pattern-orienta-
tion 1f he gave at least three solidarity-related, character-building,
and/or pattern-oriented responses (also out of a maximum of eight),

3. A respondent was considered to have made a systemic defini-

tion of development if, in the course of his responses to the three
questions, he had named each of the four societal capabilities,

Objectives of Education

Responses in terms of different types of roles, attitudes, and
knowledge were made to the following questions: (1) "What would you say
are some of the roles for which education should especially be preparing
Colombian citizens now?" (2) "Is Colombian education inudequately pre-
paring people for any of these roles?" and (3) "It is often said that
the purpose of an education system is to produce 'well-educated' men and
women, What do you think the term 'well-educated' should mean in
Colombia?"

The following categories were distinguished from the first two
questions (most respondents, in replying to the second question, refer-
red the interviewer to the commenta they had made on the first):

(a) leadership roles, (b) roles in agriculture, (¢) roles in technology,
(d) middle-level economic roles, (e) professional and service roles,

(f) teaching roles, (g) social concern, (h) a "general" orientation,

(1) task-orientation, and (}) pattern orientation,

The decision tree is presented in Figure 2, The role categories
and the social concern attitude category are straightforward enough,
Task-orientation and pattern-orientation were defined in the same way
that attftude responses to the questions on development were defined,
The "general'" orientation needs further clarification: £t refers to a
response which {s neither an orfentation nor a role -- merely a state-
ment to the effect thet education should prepare people who can live,
adapt, adjust, or survive in the environment they find themselves in,

A response was placed in this category i{f {t was felt to imply a con-
formity adjustment standard,

The following categories were distinguished for the third ques-
tion: (a) attitudes and values (unspecified); (b) social concern,
(¢) task-orientation, (d) pattern-orientation, (e) knowledge (unspeci-
fied), (f) social awareness, (g) practical knowledge, and (h) theoreti-
cal knowledge,
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The decision tree is presented in Figure 3, It will be noted
that the decision tree reflects the respondents' tendencies to distin-
guish between knowledge and attitudes, and between theory and practice,

For thie purposes of the present work, the suggestions of leader-
ship roles and teaching roles were retained and the other categories were
combined as follows: (1) agricultural, technological, middle-level
economic, and professional and service roles were combined into the
rategory "economic roles"; (2) social awareness and social concern were
combined into the category ''social concern'"; (3) the three task-orienta-
tion responses were combined into the category "task-orientation”;

(4) the three nattern-orientation responses went into one category; and
(5) the "general" orientation, the unspecified knowledge, and unspeci-
fied attitude responses went into one category,

Each respondent could thus make as many as three responses in
each of these categories. One response was sufficient to code the re-
spondent in any given response category.

Two other combinations were formed: a knowledge category --
consisting of the three possible knowledge responses, and an attitude
category -- consisting of the three possible attitude responses. A
respondent who made at least two knowledge responses was said to have
considered education to have an informative function; one who made at
least two attitude responses, a formative function,

Comments on Elementary and Secondary Education

Responses in terms of methods and content were sought for the
following questions: (1) "I would like to ask your attitude about the
traditional teaching mcthods employed in Colombia. Would you like to
see them changed -- and if so, what changes?" and (2) "Next, I would
like to ask you about the subject matter -~ the content -- of elementary
and secondary education, Would you like to see changes in the subject
matter -- and if so, what changes?" However, many respondents did not
distinguish between content and methods. Many of the responses were
criticisms of the teachers,

Fifteen relatively straightforward categories were distinguished
which were combined into three groups:

1. Respondents were said to have cited problems if they pointed
to: (a) rote-learning, (b) “enciclopedismo," (c) the rigidity of the
curriculum, (d) the qualitative deficiencies of teachers, and (e) the
lack of teachers, Respondents were categorized according to whether
they had cited no problems, one, or two or more problems,
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2. Respondents were said to have cited programs if they had
made one of the following proposals for educational reform: (a) a prob-
lem-solving approach, (b) active participation in the classroom, (c) use
of media and audio-visual aids, (d) independent study, (e) more of tech-
nical and vocational education, (f) higher salaries for teachers, and
(g) full-time teachers, Respondents were categorized according to
whether they had cited no programs, one, or two or more programs,

3. Respondents were said to have cited standards 1if they judged
the elementary and secondary schools by applying one of these three cri-
teria: (a) concept formation, (b) relevance to the student's future
life, and (c) relatedness to other course work, Respondents were cate-
gorized according to whether they made at least one of these responses,

Comments on University Education

Responses to the question, "And university education in Colombia:
what kinds of changes would you like to see in university education, if
any,”" took the form of criticisms and proposals, in fifteen relatively
well-defined areas,

Criticisms were made in six areas: (a) course content, (b)
teaching methods, (c¢) facilities, (d) administration, (e) teachers, and
(f) students. The first four categories were said to be system-related
criticisms., The other two categories were said to be personnel-related
criticiams, Respondents were categorized in terms of whether they made
at least one system-related or personnel-related criticism,

Proposals were made in nine areas: (a) '"carreras cortas' (junior
colleges), (b) graduate education, (c) technological education, (d) re-
search, (e) reduction in the number of universities, (f) departmentali-
zation of the faculties, (g) full-time teachers, (h) university autonomy,
and (i) higher salaries., The first four categories were considered to
be proposals for an expansion of university programs; the other five
were said to be proposals for administrative reforms, Respondents were
categorized according to whether they made at least one proposal for an
expansion of university programs or for administrative solutions,
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